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BY GREG BLAKE 
SOUTH Melbourne 
Hellas’ title hopes 
go on the line 
tonight (Wednes- 
day) when the ‘Baby 
Blues’ meet Sydney 
Croatia at Olympic 
Park in a postponed 
Round 23 fixture. 

Currently third on the 
NSL table, South Mel- 
bourne must win tonight 
on the treacherous 
Olympic Park surface to 
cement the double 
chance in the finals. 

Wollongong and Syd- 
ney Croatia look certain 
to finish first and 
second, leaving Hellas 
and Marconi to battle it 


Pressure on South Melbourne 


out for that crucial third 
spot. 

Hellas boss Brian 
Garvey said: ‘‘Our fu- 
ture is in our hands.” 

‘We don’t have to 
rely on anyone else — 
we've just got to prove 
that we’re good 
enough.” 

Garvey, still con- 
cerned about the lack of 
experience in his young 
side, is certain to rush 
back Socceroo squad 
member Angie Post- 
ecoglou into tonight’s 
team. 

Postecoglou missed 
Sunday’s draw at St 
George through suspen- 
sion and is likely to re- 
place Haris Micheil in 
the starting line-up. 


Garvey concedes that 
Croatia is the form team 
of the NSL at present 
and said the game “pre- 
sents an enormous chal- 
lenge.” 

“A big factor will be 
keeping Arnold and 
Lamond quiet especial- 
ly, and also trying to 
stop the supply to those 
two,” he explained. 

As we went to press 
there was still some 
doubts about the match 
being played. 

The Olympic Park 
surface has been in less 
than satisfactory condi- 
tion for recent games, 
and Melbourne’s dismal 
weather over the past 
fortnight hasn’t im- 
proved the situation. 
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Team-mates show deep concern as Zoran Tasevski of Preston Makedonia ities in 
agony after an injury sustained in last Sunday’s 3-0 win over Brisbane Lions. Photo — 
Carmelo Bazzano 


BY LOU GAUTIER 
SOUTH Melbourne 
Hellas beware! 

The NSL’s “orphans” 
are after your scalp. 

Wollongong City, hell- 
bent on capturing top 
spot in the West End 
NSL, have had the last 
laugh on all the sceptics 
who have been predic- 
ting their demise for 
months. 

Yet, this team of “re- 
jects” just keeps on win- 


Peter Kotaminidis, 
David Ratcliffe, Ray 
Viietstra, David Skeen 
and Marshall Soper 


were all cast off by their 
former clubs this year. 
Together with other 
rejects Warwick Young, 
Jeff Ainsworth and Ran- 
dell Easthorpe, who 
helped Wolves win the 
NSW State League in 
1987, these “discards” 
have added a new di- 
mension to the team. 
But the Wolves still 
have a hard row to hoe, 
with away games against 
Sydney Croatia as well 
as South Melbourne. 
Despite all the hoopla 
over Wollongong’s qual- 
ity guest players, they 
only scored five of the 
side’s 42 goals: Alan 


Aussies to tour 


THE Australian Youth Socceroo team to leave 
for the Indonesian tournament on Monday is: 
Anthony Giannasca (Canberra City), Peter Bennett 
(Blacktown City), Steve Georgiakis (Sydney Olympic), 
Dominic Longo (AIS), Steven Horvat (AIS), Shaun 
Murphy (AIS), Zoran Ilic (St George), Arambasic (Can- 
terbury MO), Mark Brazzale (Beograd SA), John Mar- 
kovski (Sunshine BC), Greg Mills (AIS), Greg Dicken- 
son (AIS), John Gibson (AIS), Stefan Jee (AIS), Milan 
Blajojevic (Avala), Peter Murray (Adamstown), John 
Filan (St George). Stand by players: Craig Hoogen- 
doorn (AIS), Steven Refenes (Sydney Olympic), Andrw 
Roberts (AIS), Andrew Petterson. Coach: Les Scheinf- 
lug. Asst Coach: Raul Bianco. Equipment manager: 
Mike Urukalo. Physotherapist: Jim Mavratzus. Head 


of delegation: Jim Carapetis. 


Brazil netted three and 
Trevor Francis two. 

So much for the over- 
blown outside help 
theory. 

South Melbourne Hel- 
las, with top of the 
league ambitions of their 
own, will know what to 
expect. 

Championship conten- 
ders Marconi and Syd- 
ney Croatia will also 
have their hands full on 
Sunday. 

Marconi is in the 
midst of a slump — in 
sharp contrast to a 
pumped-up Olympic, 
who, again, have every 
thing to play for. 

There should be little 
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in it at the finish if Mar- 
coni regain a semblance 
of the form they are cap- 
able of. 

Sydney Croatia, ooz- 
ing confidence after win- 
ning the local derby 
against Marconi last 
weekend, entertain St 
George in the confines of 
the Croatian Sports Cen- 
tre at Edensor Park. 

Saints sinned and slip- 
ped out of the Five when 
they lost their deferred 
midweek match against 


yx JOHNNY WARREN Page 11 
National teams 

yx CRAIG JOHNSTON Page 13 
Will he coach? 

yy SUMMER SOCCER Page 13 
Plans revealed . 

yx BRIAN EMERY STEPS DOWN _— Page 13 
Executive record 

yx ASF MOVES Page 14 
Sir Arthur George 


DON'T MISS YOUR ASW EACH WEEK 


t 


Flash Frank — Season's 


BY GREG BLAKE 


MARCONI speedster Frank Farina is the 
popular choice for NSL player of the year, 
according to ASW’s expert team. 


The eye-catching 
Marconi and Socceroo 
striker has all the attri- 
butes to make him one 
of the most polular win- 
ners of the award. 

Farina’s awesome dis- 
plays for the national 
team have bought the 
young Aussie champion 
into the world spotlight. 

As he is likely to head 
overseas, it would be fit- 
ting if he leaves as the 
NSL as player of the 
year. 

Farina is an eye-catch- 
er, with his pace and 
skill making him the fo- 
cal point in most games 
he’s involved in. 

Of course he scores 

goals, that always helps. 
- But his are spectacu- 
lar and frequent and one 
more good reason why, 
as one Melbourne jour- 
no puts it, “he'll walk it 
in”. 

If Farina is the popu- 
lar choice, the surprise is 
Gary Van Egmond from 
Footscray JUST. 

Van Egmond has had 
a remarkable club sea- 
son, rising from near 
obscurity to a place in 
the national squad. 

For sheer consistency 
over the year, Van 
Egmond, one of the fas- 
test defenders in the 
league, is worthy of 
nomination. 

Another eye-catcher 
is Sydney Croatia’s so 
far enigmatic forward 
Manis Lamond. 

Lamond is certain to 
be there or there-abouts 
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when the chips are 
down. 

But taking votes away 
from Lamond will be 
several other Sydney 
Croatia stars, who’ve 
helped lift the club right 
up the league. 

Mark Jones, Graham 
Arnold, Robbie Slater 
and others have all had 
fine seasons. 


The genius of Paul 
Trimboli is certain to 
have him amongst the 
votes in his first season 
at South Melbourne 
Hellas. 

It wouldn’t be wise to 
discount the likes of 
Angie Postecoglou and 
a number of others. 


Zlatko Nastevski 
(Marconi) and Oscar 
Crino (Footscray) are 
two of a kind — glor- 
iously skilled match- 
winners. 

Nastevski has turned 
games on his own even 
though he will be short 
on votes, and Crino, 
along with another re- 
velation in ’88, Vlado 
Bozinovski, have given 
so much 
pleasure to NSL fans. 


The field is open and 
there could be any num- 
ber of deserved winners. 


But overall the ASW 
team believes it will be 
‘Flying Frank’s’ year in 
1988. 

Here is how ASW’s 


experts see their top five 
players of the year: 
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Paul Trimboli (Sth M) 
Gary Van Egmond (Foot) 
Ziatko Nasteyski (Marc) 


Frank Farina (Marc) 
Oscar Crino (Foot) 
Graham Arnold (SC) 


Paul Trimboli (Sth M) 
Manis Lamond (SC) 


PETER DESIRA 


Angie Postecoglou (Sth 
M) 


Mark Jones (SC) 
Gary Van Egmond (Foot) 


JOHN ECONOMOS 


Paul Wade 
Frank Farina 
Robbie Slater 
Manis Lamond 
Robbie Hooker 


KEITH GILMOUR 


Frank Farina (Marc) 
Oscar Crino (Foot) 
Tony Henderson (Marc) 
Robbie Slater (SC) 

Paul Wade (Sth M) 


JOHN MANGAN 


John Markovski (SGC) 
Gary Van Egmond (Foot) 
Frank Farina (Marc) 
Paul Trimboli (SthM) 
Graham Amold (SC) 


Bereavement 


South Melbourne Hel- 
las has suffered another 
off-field blow with the 
death of Mrs Denise 
Armstrong, wife of for- 
mer Hellas star and now 
secetary Jim Armstrong. 

Armstrong said his 
wife was the club’s 
staunchest fan. 


Denise passed away on |. 


Wednesday 20th July at 
St Vincents Hospital in 
Melbourne. 

All the ASW staff wish 
to convey their deepes 
sympathies to Jim and 
his family. 


Brunswick Juventus. 

Another defeat here 
would almost certainly 
kill their already slender 
hopes, but it’s hard to 
see Croatia lose on its 
favorite stamping 
ground. 

Last, but certainly not 
least, and equally deci- 
sive is the face to face 


fen 


Farina volleys Australia’s third goal against Saudi Arabia and (inset) is fouled: 


relegation battle between 
Brunswick Juventus and 
Preston Makedonia at 
Melbourne’s Olympic 
Village. 

This is a promoter’s 
dream. Alfred 
Hitchcock, that master 
of suspense, couldn’t 
have scripted it better. 


Woe to the loser! 

The rest of the West 
End National League 
programme is: Sunshine 
George Cross v 
Footscray JUST; Bris- 
bane Lions vy Adelaide 
City, and Apia Leic- 
hhardt v Melbourne 
Croatia. 


Sports stars on view at the Sydney Cricketers’ Club; from left to right: 
Greg Dyer, Ron Holmes, David Morrow, Steve Carfino, Charlie Yankos, 
Dennis Carroll, David Campese. 


Captain’s 


night out 


CHARLIE Yankos, Australia’s Soccer cap- 
tain, was the star of the Sport Captains’ 
Night at the Cricketers’ Club of NSW, Bar- 
rack Street, Sydney. 

Other invited prominent sportsmen included 
Greg Dyer (NSW State Cricket skipper), Steve Carfi- 
no (Sydney Kings Basketball), Dennis Carroll (Syd- 
ney Swans, VFL) and David Campese (Rugby 
Union). 

In the course of a most entertaining evening, club 
members and assorted guests listened to David 
Morrow, of ABC fame, interview each guest in turn. 

Yankos proved a most worthy ambassador for 
Soccer and 20 guests promised they would attend 
Australia's Bicentennial game against Brazil. 

The Cricketers’ Club opened in 1940 in George 
Street and moved to its present location — a Natio- 
nal Trust-protected building — in 1982. 

In the past, several other prominent Soccer play- 
ers like John Kosmina, Rod Brown and Paul Kay 
have also been guests of the Cricketers’ Club. 

Ron Holmes, club president since 1982, pointed 
out that his club is interested in all sports. 

Sporting identities such as Jeff Fenech, Darren 
Clarke, Steve Mortimer and Max Krilich have been 
among the star attractions at past club functions. 

President Holmes and functions organiser Jan 
deserve heaps of praise for a superly organised 
night, and | want to add my personal thanks for all 


their help. noel oR 


Brazilian 


Press 
Comments 


_ THE Brazilian press 
has praised the 
national team for its 
triumph in the 
Bicentennial Gold 
Cup, calling the vic- 
tory the “baptism” 
of a new generation 
of Brazilian players. 

“We played well. The 
cup is ours,”’ said the 
headline on the sports 
page of the O GLOBO 
newspaper of Rio. 

The JORNAL DO 
BRASIL of Rio said on 
its sports page: ‘‘Selec- 
tion Wins Cup in its Best 
Exhibition.” 

The praisé was un- 
usual for the generally 
hard-to-please sports 
of Brazil. 


Nelsinho 
Soccer is a national 
passion and teams in- 
evitably are measured 
against former world 
champion squads of 
1958, 1962 and 1970. 

“For Brazil, any de- 
feat is worse than upset- 
ting. It’s divisive. We 
needed a victory as a 
question of principle 

. the team showed 
seriousness, intelli- 
gence, talent, and, 
above all, a determina- 
tion to win that I haven’t 
seen in a long time,” 
wrote Soccer analyst 
Claudio Mello o Souza 
in his daily column for O 
GLOBO. 

The press unanimous- 
ly chose defender Ricar- 
do as the star of the fi- 
nal. O GLOBO rated 
his play 10 on a scale of 
10, followed by 
goalkeeper Taffarel, 
fullback Aloisio and the 
midfield trio of 
Andrade, Geovani and 
Valdo. 

The press said the 
best-performed Austra- 
lians were skipper and 
defender Charlie Yankos 
and winger Scott 
Ollerenshaw. 


INDOOR SOCCER COMPETITION 
Beverly Hills, Eastern Suburbs, Canterbury 


-cash prizes to top 3 teams. 
.other consolation prizes. 
social functions. : 
_. have your own team or join one. 
.Open grades competition. 


RING:558-9502 a.h. only 
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Oscar Crino wins out during the final against Brazil's 
Romario. 


Claudio Cabrera and Graham Arnold. (Below) More fierce 
action from Australia’s 4-1 win. 


Marlboro 
ra ~ 


ITS JUST THAT 


Top _— Brazilian supporters. Above: Goaltime : 
for Brazil and Romario in the final, Below: Jor- 
ginho turfs Scott Ollerenshaw. 


& Parramatta 


Frank Farina chal- 
lenged by Majed 
Abdullah. 
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BY KEITH GILMOUR 


DESPITE having three players carrying con- 
siderable injuries, Sydney Croatia moved 
closer to claiming the West End NSL minor 
premiership when they downed Marconi 
3-2 at the Croatian Sports Centre on 
Sunday. 


Now they must come 
through with flying col- 
ours against South Mel- 
bourne, St George and 
Wollongong City to 

‘claim the spoils, includ- 
ing top spot for the play- 
offs. 


With Marconi hand- 
icapped by the suspen- 
sion of their maestro, 
Zlatko Nastevski, 
Croatia were in the box 
seat from the kick-off, 
and they never really let 
the reins leave their 
hands. 

Whilst they had weak- 
nesses, players like Rob- 
bie Slater and Mark 
Jones ensured that they 
stayed on top of their 
hard-grafting oppo- 
nents. 

Slater’s skills on the 
ball were absolutely su- 


perb, and he added a 
goal as well. 

For the second time 
this year Jones had the 
job of shadowing the ex- 
plosive Farina, and 
there was no doubt that 
he again succeeded to 
perfection. 


Unquestionably Mar- 
coni had their moments, 
with Fred de Jong being 
particularly dangerous 
with his headers, as well 
as shining with his 
creativity. 

Steve Calderan was 
penalised for a stiff tack- 
le on Graham Arnold as 
he came into the box in 
the 25th minute. The 
penalty was ordered, 
and Alan Hunter came 
in like as express train to 
crash the ball home. 


NSl OVER 500,000 


HOME and away NSL attendances look likely to 
top the 1/2 million mark this season. 

With two rounds and one postponed game still to be 
played, the NSL has seen 442,845 people come through 
the turnstiles -- an average of nearly 2,400 people a 
game and a dramatic increase on last season. 

Leading the pack is Sydney Croatia, which at this 
stage is the only club to boast more than 55,000 fans for 


all its 1988 home games. 


South Melbourne Hellas can claim a healthy aggre- 
gate just over the 50,000 mark. 
Brisbane Lions are by far the worst performed in 


terms of crowd appeal. 


Lions drew the lowest home gate of the year when 
only 212 turned up for the club’s postponed Round 18 


game against Apia. 


The largest gates of the year were back in Round 1 
when Sydney Olympic and Sydney Croatia met in front 
of 7883 fans at the Parramatta Stadium and last Sun- 
day’s attendance of 8014 for the Croatia-Marconi derby 


at Edensor Park. 


By Greg Blake 


yey rata trump 


and 


Sydney Croatia’s defence in the form of Ivan 
Petkovic does the work. 


The score remained 
until Slater’s goal was 
posted up in the 53rd 
minute. There was a 
dreadful Marconi defen- 
sive lapse, and Slater 
capitalised with a low 
angled drive. 

It didn’t take Ian 
Gray long to carve holes 
in the Croatia defence 
from a brilliant de Jong 
through ball, and Tony 
Franken had no chance 
to save. 

Marconi was back in 
the picture, but then 
Tony Henderson blotted 
his copybook by turning 


Saints, 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


SOUTH MELBOU- 
RNE blunted its 
minor premiership 
challenge and St 
George damaged its 
semi-final aspira- 
tions when the 
clubs drew 1-1 at St 
George Stadium on 
Sunday. 

The Saints suffered an 
early set-back when 


Hellas hit the front in 
the eighth minute. 


Giant centre-back, 
and former Australian 
international, Steve 
Blair climbed high and 
well over the top of the 
St George defence to 
meet a corner hit in 
from the right by Steve 
Tassios. Blair’s crashing 
12-metre header rock- 
eted into the net. 

However, the 13th 
minute proved unlucky 
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a Slater corner-kick into 
his own goal, obviously 
but erroroneously be- 
lieving that Bob Catlin 
was there to receive it. 

At 3-1 the ball game 
could have been over. 
Marconi didn’t give in 
and Shane Clinch was 
forced to pull Gray back 
in a sortie into the box, 
giving Farina yet 
another penalty and his 
16th goal of the league 
season. 

Afterwards Vedran 
Rozic could look to a 
successful five man de- 
fence as well as a gutsy 


lan Gray is 
watched by 
Paul Carter 


Mason as he 
gets away 2 
clearing 


Craig 


team performance. 

Marconi’s Berto 
Mariani said: “I think 
we really beat ourselves. 
We played enterprising 
football, but couldn’t 
capitalise on what we 
created. 

“There penalty was 
slightly dubious. Frank 
Farina is taking a hiding, 
and he has played an 
astronomical number of 
games this year.” 


SYDNEY CROATIA: Franken, 
Savor, Jennings, Hunter, 
Rozic, Clinch, Slater, Jones, 
Arnold, Petkovic (Krslovic 
26m), Lamond (Rezo 46m). 

MARCONI: Catlin, Wheatley, 
Carter, Henderson (Gomez 
70m), Cald Gray, Mason, 
McCulloch, Farina, de Jong, 
Coltuci (Colagiurl 73m). 

Referee: D.Campbell. Crowd, 


NOTE 


The postponed Melbou- 
mne Croatia — Sunshine 
GC game has been re- 
scheduled to Wednesday 
August 3 at 7.30pm at 
Olympic Park. 


Hellas in draw 


for Hellas as Saints 
equalised. 

The tall, blond former 
Kiwi striker Kevin 
Hagan cracked a beauti- 
ful left-footed outstep 
20-metre drive well on 
target. 

The Hellas goalkeep- 
er, Bruce MacLaren, 
could only parry the 
shot to the feet of the 
lurking Graeme Fletch- 
er, who buried the re- 
bound into the net. 

The Melbourne mid- 
fielders George 
Kalogeros, Steve Tas- 
sios, Paul Wade and 
Paul Foster gradually 
gained control. 

This was due mainly 
to the indolence of one 
St George player whose 


_lack of input was such 


that he could have been 
booked for loitering. 

Playing without sus- 
pended sweeper Steve 
O’Connor, St George 
used regular left-back 
Mike Grbevski in the 
role of free-back, where 
he excelled. 

Hellas striker Danny 


Wright had chances in 
the 27th and 36th mi- 
nutes, but the Victorians 
could not convert their 
territorial domination in 
the first half. 

David Healy, who 
came on in the 61st mi- 
nute, scored eight mi- 
nutes later. 

Nine minutes from 
the end, Wright had yet 
another chance when 
left unmarked on the 
right side of the box, but 
his effort sailed high 
over the crossbar. 

Best for the visitors 
were the whole defence, 
plus Wade and Tassios. 
Saints were best served 
by industrious flank- 
midfield twins Pottier 
and Ricoy, and by 
Grbveski. 

ST GEORGE: Gibson: Green 
(Kotevski 71st), O'Shea, 
Grbevski: Ricoy, Moffitt, Tor- 
tevski, Pottier: Fletcher, 


(llic 67th), Ollerenshaw. 
SOUTH MELBOURNE: Mac- 
Laren: Anazakis, Fernai 


le, 
Wright, Trimboll. 
Reteree: A. Kibbler. Crowd: 
1,207. 5 


BY JOHN MANGAN 


WHAT 
with 
JUST? 

While the Wollon- 
gongs and Sunshine 
George Crosses of the 
National League are 
battling it out for a shot 
at the championship, 
Footscray languishes in 
that no-man’s land be- 
tween the Top Five and 
the relegation zone. 

Last Sunday, Eddie 
Thomson’s young Syd- 
ney Olympic team, 
themselves edging into 
the Five, taught 
Footscray a football les- 
son at Schintler Re- 
serve, ‘‘burying’’ the 
home side 1-0. 

Not that Olympic was 
outstanding on the day. 

Their players tailored 
their game to suit the 
conditions and when a 
scoring chance came 
their way, they snapped 
it up. 

On a greasy pitch, 
Footscray played all the 
graceful football, de- 
spite the absence of 
Oscar Crino, suspended 
for another week — but 
no matter how smoothly 
they built up a move, 
the final pass was 
lacking. 

For the home team, it 
was a case of the goals 
that never were. 

The League’s second 
top scorer, Warren 
Spink, put the ball in the 
back of the net in the 
31st minute when he 
headed a Vasko Mit- 
Tovski cross past "keeper 
Clint Gosling, but the 
linesman’s flag was up 
and the goal did not 
count. 

Early in the second- 
half, the dynamic 
Luciano Fabrizio netted 
another cross from 
JUST’s man-of-the- 
match Mitrovski — but 


is wrong 
Footscray 


STUART STEVENSON (Preston Makedonia) is fouled by Brisbane 
Lions’ John Lowey. Carmelo Bazzano photo. 


again referee Bill Mon- 
teverde disallowed it. 

Minutes later, an irate 
spectator mounted a 
one-man pitch invasion 
when linesman Barry 
Grant failed to flag 
Olympic’s speedy strik- 
er, Terry Patalis, when 
he was blatantly offside. 

While the crowd 
jeered the linesman, 
police escorted the 
angry fan from the 
ground and the game 
was delayed for five mi- 
nutes until the line was 
again safe to run. 

The turning point of 
the match, though, had 
come in the 25th minute 
when George Haniotis 
slotted the ball away af- 
ter Socceroo John Kos- 
mina had headed a 
Jason Polak corner first 
against the crossbar, and 
then against the: arms of 
goalkeeper Zoran Niki- 
tovic. 

Apart from two sur- 
ging runs by Patalis later 
in the first half, Olympic 
did little more to worry 
Nikitovic, giving JUST 
the run of the midfield. 

After the game, 
Olympic coach Thom- 
son, who is set to quit as 
assistant national coach 
after the Olympic 
Games, praised his team 
for the way it had 
adapted to the wet con- 
ditions. 

As for JUST, boss 
Mircad Fazlagic could 
only contemplate what 
might have been. 

Of Spink’s disallowed 
goal, he said: ‘“‘You 
don’t see a goal of that 
quality every day.” — 

FOOTSCRAY JUST: Nikito- 
vic, Barjaktarevic, Fabrizio 
(Curovic 57th), Murphy, van 
Egmond, Mitrovski, Tapal 
(Lazopoulos 70th), Dimoski, 
Spink, Bozinovskl, Ki = 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC: Gosling, 
Barrett, Phillips, Coady, Hook- 
er, Polak, Lee, Ironside, Kosmi- 
na, Haniotis, Patalis. 

Referee: Bill Monteverde. 
‘Crowd: 1200. 


BY PHIL MURPHY 
WOLLONGONG City coach John Fleming 
has to be an odds-on favourite to become 
the NSL coach of the year, regardless of 
what happens in the remaining games this 


season. 


A bread vendor away 
from Soccer, he has a 
great ability to. organise 
and motivate his play- 
ers, and has the Wolves 
sitting proudly on top of 
the League. 

He has brought them 
straight from the NSW 
State League, to con- 
found the critics who 
said earlier in the year 
the Wollongong success 
story was a flash in the 
pan. 

On Sunday the 
Wolves left Brunswick 
Juventus in real relega- 
tion trouble at Brandon 
Park by beating their 


Melbourne visitors 3-2. 

Despite the victory 
and the fact his team are 
in top place, Fleming 
wasn’t over enthusiastic 
about what went on. 

“We did a lot of 
things wrong out there, 
things we can’t afford to 
do when we play South 
Melbourne next 
week,” he said after the 
game. 

“Their two goals 
were gifts and we can’t 
afford mistakes like 
that.” 

The key to Wollon- 
gong’s win was that 
striker Marshall Soper 


was able to put his team 
ahead after only six mi- 
nutes - his sixth goal in 
just three appearances 
in the starting lineup. 

When Soper struck 
home a Peter Kotamini- 
dis corner it meant 
Brunswick had to re- 
think their tactics. 

Coach Manfred 
Schaefer had made it 
clear he would have 
been more than happy 
to return home with a 
point, but Soper forced 
them to adopt a more 
attacking approach. 

Tronically the former 
Socceroo striker had to 
leave the field at half- 
time with ankle ligament 
trouble — a legacy of 
some tough tackles in 
the opening ten 
minutes. ~ 


After Wollongong 
controlled the midfield 
for most of the first half 
without adding to their 
score, Brunswick drew 
level six minutes after 
the interval. 

The elusive Charlie 
Egan was perfectly posi- 
tioned to head home a 
Scott Patterson cross 
from the right wing. 

If the visitors thought 
they had done enough to 
earn that all important 
point, Kotaminidis 
tuined things for them 
just three minutes later. 

He took advantage of 
a defensive slip to chest 


Preston 


the ball down and ham- 
mer it past goalkeeper 
Peter Laumets from ten 
metres. 

Kotaminidis then 
worked a 1-2 with Ran- 
dell Easthorpe to set up 
the big striker for goal 
number three - his ninth 
of the season - in the 
77th minute. 

As some confident 


Wolves supporters 
started to leave the 
ground, Brunswick 


struck back through Joe 
Palatsides, who scored 
with an angled shot off a 
Patterson comer. 

Schaefer was critical 
of his players after the 
game, claiming they 
failed to string passes 
together as he knows 
they can. 

“T am very disap- 
pointed and I don’t 
think having had to play 
against St George mid- 
week was any excuse,” 
the coach said. 

At the same time full 
credit to Wollongong for 
getting the two points 
and what they have 
done so far this 
season.” 


WOLLONGONG CiTY: 
Young, Brodnik, Ratcliffe, Mor- 
fando, Holllfleid, Ainsworth, 
Kotamindis, Skeen, Crainie 
(Allport 82m), Easthorpe, Soper 
(Stefanoveki 46m). 

BRUNSWICK: Laumets, 
Durakovic, Bellic, Brown, 
McDowall, Yzendoorn, Palat- 
sides, Lane, Egan, Patterson, 
Zinni (McGrellis 46m). Referee: 
Richard Lorenc. Crowd: 1716. 


remains 
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SYDNEY OLYMPIC 3 (G. Lee 2, T. Patalis) 
MELBOURNE CROATIA 1 (P. Lewis) at Sydney 
Football Stadium. Crowd: 1200. 

FOOTSCRAY 1 (W. Spink) MARCONI 0 at Mar- 
coni Stadium. Crowd: 1000. 

BRUNSWICK 2 (V. Belic, M. Durakovic) ST 
GEORGE 1 (A. Koczka) at Olympic Park. Crowd: 
1078. 

WOLLONGONG 3 (M. Soper, P. Kotamanidis, 
R. Easthorpe) BRUNSWICK 2 (C. Egan, A. 
Palatsides) at Brandon Park. Crowd: 1716. 

ST GEORGE 1 (G. Fletcher) SOUTH MELBOU- 
RNE 1 (S. Blair) at St George Stadium. Crowd: 
1207. 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC 1 (G. Haniotis) 
FOOTSCRAY 0 at Schintler Reserve. Crowd: 
1200. 

SYDNEY CROATIA 3 (A. Hunter R. Slater, T. 
Henderson og) MARCONI 2 (I. Gray, F. Farina) at 
Croatian Sports Centre. Crowd: 8014. 

PRESTON 3 (R. Campbell 2, Z. Tasevski) BRIS- 
BANE LIONS 0 at Connor Reserve. Crowd: 850. 
APIA LEICHHARDT 1 (R. Brown) ADELAIDE 
CITY 0 at Olympic Sports Field. Crowd: 2870. 
MELBOURNE CROATIA v SUNSHINE — post- 
poned 


FRANK FARINA Marconi 16 
WARREN SPINK Footscray JUST 13 
PAUL LEWIS Melbourne Croatia 12 
JOE PALATSIDES Brunswick 11 
STEVE MAXWELL Adelaide City 10 
ZLATKO NASTEVSKIi Marconi 10 
SCOTT OLLERENSHAW St George 10 
CHARLIE EGAN Brunswick Juve 10 
GRAHAM ARNOLD Sydney Croatia 9 
MANIS LAMOND Sydney Croatia 9 
RANDELL EASTHORPE Wollongong 9 
HILTON PHILLIPS Apia 8 
JOHN KOSMINA Sydney Olympic 7 
ANGIE POSTECOGLOU S Melbourne Ti 
PAUL TRIMBOLI South Melbourne ifs 
SERGIO MELTA Adelaide City 1 
MILAN DIMOSKI Footscray 1 
MARSHALL SOPER Wollongong 7 


West End. Beer atits best. 


well in the hunt 


BY GREG BLAKE 


IT was as much a victory born of dedication 
and commitment as it was of skill, as Pre- 
ston Makedonia snuffed out Brisbane 
Lions’ survival hopes at Connor Reserve on 
Sunday with a 3-0 win. 

The treacherous surface, intermittent rain and 
gusting winds destroyed any chance this match may 
have had of raising above mediocrity, as the fans 
stayed away in droves. 

In the end Preston had to tough it out in the 
conditions against a Lions side which have little left 
to offer in the final days of the 1988 season. 

The Makedonian faithful who braved the winter 
misery were rewarded with a comfortable if un- 
spectacular win. 

Zoran Tacevski scored Preston’s opener with the 
match 17 minutes old, after John Stewart’s specula- 
tive shot into the. wind was deflected into his path on 
the far post, and Tacevski placed the ball past Jason 
Kearton. 

Tacevski, who could well have earned a hat trick 
on the afternoon, had a header denied by the wood- 
work minutes later as Makedonia battled against the 
swirling wind. 

Preston made it 2-0 nine minutes after halftime as 
George Piculoyski lobbed a ball into the path of 
Stuart Stevenson, who neatly laid the ball off for 
Ronnie Campbell to score. 

Big John Lowey sent a scare through the opposing 
camp late in the game, when his awkward tackle on 
Tacevski left the Preston star sprawled in the mud. 

Tacevski was stretchered from the ground and 
Jooked to be in considerable pain, but club officials 
later said that the gifted goal scorer would be right 
for next weeks’ clash against Brunswick Juventus. 

Campbell scored Preston’s third goal a full three 
minutes into injury time, when he used the strong 
wind to full advantage by scoring direct from a 
corner kick as his inswinger deceptively swept under 
the crossbar. 

Lions’ disappointing first year back in the NSL 
has ended dismally with only a couple of youngsters 
holding any promise for the future. 

The club has a job ahead of it yet, but will be 
strenghten by the return of Steve Smith, George 
Petrov and Goce Dimovski, who missed the game 
with an infected mouth. 


PRESTON MAKEDONIA: Tralanides, Jolevski, Roodhouse, Jack- 
son, Piculovski, Tacevski, (Brian 86m) Slifkas, Campbell, 


1, Stewart, Gojevic. 
BRISBANE LIONS: Kearton, McSkimming, Clarkson (Eastwell 
67m) Lowey, Mengotti, Niven, Meredith, Ogden, Druery, Stewart, 
Cole (Lightbown 67m). 
Referee: G Power. Crowd: 1000, 


pas; 


ON STRUCTURA 


OA 43 


Preston Makedonia‘ ‘Ss Steve Jackson punts the ball clear against 


neh Ore 


Brisbane Lions. Picture by Carmelo Bazzano. 


Demons and Eagles in battle royal 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


JOCKEYING for a 
position in the 1989 
National Soccer 
League is the chief 
issue behind the 
skirmish involving 
Blacktown City, 
Melita Eagles, and 
their respective 
coaches Les 
Scheinflug and Raul 
Blanco. 

Blacktown’s joust 
with leaders Melita is on 
the fixture list for Sun- 
day week at the Gabbie 
Stadium. 

But Scheinflug and 
Blanco are due to leave 
for Jakarta on Monday, 
as coach and assistant 
coach respectively, for a 
warm up tournament for 
the World Youth 
Championship cam- 
paign. 

Scheinflug admitted: 
“T’ve got contracts with 


both Blacktown and the 
Australian Soccer 
Federation. 

“I’m in a bind, but 
surely there is a solu- 
tion.” 

Both Blacktown and 
Melita lay out well in ex- 
cess of $350,000 a year 
to support-their teams. 
They want to settle 
which club will be in the 
NSL next season. 

Melita is two points 
ahead of the Demons, 
who have an eight-goal 
better goal difference. 

The club big guns are 
adamant. Blacktown’s 
Peter Thorne says the 
ASF has not consulted 
the clubs about releasing 
Scheinflug. 

Melita strongman 
Sam Vella says his club 
won’t play at all if Blan- 
co is away. 

Calmer counsel re- 
quires sitting down to 
find a solution. 

The responsible official, 
John Constantine, sug- 


gested holding the big 
game over to August 20, 
when both coaches are 
back from Indonesia. 

No matter which way 
it goes, the promotion 
Tace is the point at ques- 
tion. 


Gold Coast 
Soccer sixes 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


A Super Soccer Six- 
es indoor competi- 
tion has been orga- 
nised on the Gold 
Coast during the 
week of October 23/ 
30. 

Called the “JETSET 
SOCCER SIXES IN- 
TERNATIONAL 
TOURNAMENT”, the 
organisers expect to 
attract nearly 200 teams. 


More on Page 17 > 


Apia’s 


worries 
over 


BY ALAN CLARK 


ROD BROWN, the 
man his coach Rale 
Rasic describes as 
by far the best strik- 
er in Australia, was 
the player who mat- 
tered on Sunday as 
Apia Leichhardt 
cleared its relega- 
tion worries with a 
brave 1-0 win 
against Adelaide 
City. 

The giant striker has 
struggled with injuries 
this season, but he 
showed his golden class 
at a crucial moment of 
the game. 


Apia had struggled in 
the first half to take any 
advantage of a strong 
wind in their favour, and 
home fans awaited the 
second half with anti- 
cipation. 

But Rasic told his 
troops at the break if 
they were good enough 
they would win. And 
Brown was the man who 
showed them how. 


Man of the match 
Alex Bundalo bounded 
clear up the right and 
slanted over a delightful 
centre, that Brown neat- 
ly slipped past goalkeep- 
er Robert Zabica into 
the corner of the net in 
the 59th minute . 

City had made heavy 
weather of the first half 
against the breeze, and 
Apia snuffed them right 
out of the top five fight 
in the second. 


The energy of Bunda- 
lo and the running pow- 
er of Lawrie McKinna 
were great assets to 
Apia in front of a frugal 
defence. 

McKinna indeed 
twice within seconds 
soon after Brown’s goal 
had golden opportuni- 
ties. He had one shot 
blocked on the line and 
his drive from the re- 
bound brought a 


magnificent save from . 


Robert Zabica. 

From another Bunda- 
Jo break and cross, City 
defender Paul Shillabeer 
deflected strongly past 
Zabica, but fortunately 
for City past the post 
too. 

City had only two real 
moments to cheer in the 
second half. 

Lemmy Vatsilas came 
on at halftime for Char- 
lie Villani, who suffered 
a cut leg in a tangle with 
Arno Bertogna that 
earned him a booking, 
and almost brought the 


equaliser in the 70th 
minute. 

But Vatsilas neatly 
beat Charlie Yankos to 
a Joe Mullen pass, only 
to shoot high over the 
bar when clear just in- 
side the penalty area. 

Then Adrian Santrac 
fired in a superb 30 
metre shot that beat 
keeper Tony Pezzano. 

Steve Maxwell’s shot 
from the rebound was 
parried by the keeper, 
who covered to Joe 
Mullen. 

Apia coach Rasic was 
pleased with the points 
that kept his side safe. 

“It was a very pleas- 
ing result against good 
opposition,” he said. 

“Last year when we 
won the championship 
we would have won 5-0 
playing like this. This 
time it was only one. 

“Everybody wants to 
beat the champions.” 

City Coach Zoran 
Matic admitted City’s 
top five hopes were over 
and said: “We often 
have outplayed Apia 
and they have taken a 
point or two from us. 
But not today. The bet- 
ter team won. 


ADELAIDE CITY: Zabica, 
Shillabeer, Northcote, Nysko- 
hus, Flounders, Melta, Santrac, 
Villani (Vatsilas 45m) Mullen, 
Maxwell, Vidmar. 

APIA LEICHHARDT: Pezza- 
no, de Marigny, Yankos, Ber- 
togna, M Brown, Bundalo, Phil- 
lips, Zajml, R Brown, McKinna, 
Butler (Tredinnnick 39m). 

Referee: C Bambridge. 
Crowd: 2689. 
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 Blanco’s Eagles snare 


BY ALEX VESIC 


RAUL Bianco’s Eagles played some 
purposeful football to defeat Sutherland 
Shire 2-1 at Seymour Shaw Park but not 
before some heart-stopping action during 
the second period threatened Melita’s lead. 


Wayne Farnsworth 
and Lenny Vial com- 
bined to set up Greg 
Brown after only three 
minutes and the burly 
figure in red and white 
made no mistake from 
close range to put his 
side one up. 

Farnsworth after 17 
and Paul McFadden 
after 27 minutes missed 
easy opportunities be- 
fore Farnsworth netted 
from a cross by Alfredo 
Barrios in the 29th and 


quality 
IN THE HEART OF 


SYDNEY 
Beautiful atmosphere and 
i 


the game looked all but 
parcelled up as the two 
sides went off the park 
at half time and Melita 
two goals up. 

Sutherland threw cau- 
tion to the wind and 
came back with its own 
brand of pressure foot- 


ball to have Alex 
McPherson ill at ease in 
Melita’s goal. 


Michael Lardis went 
past Craig Williams in 
the 61st then shot wide 
of the advancing keeper 


Reiuaaaciad 
Ce Meca ania 
jisecoconse 
BERSRENRRE 
BISSSBLSRE 
Boteasseenie 


SSC Yt 
Bass, 


A suicidal back pass 
by Mike Berry to his 
goalkeeper Andrew 
Lacey went straight to 
Strefan Janic and the 


WCASTLE AUSTRAL 


Austral Park, Birmingham Gardens 


Kick-off 2.30pm 


Youth League 12.30pm 


Admission $4 
Pensioners & Students $2 Cars $1 
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points 


only to see Barrios 
clear. Only a minute 
later and following a 
cross by Steve Meades 
Sutherland looked set to 
score through Wayne 
Parsons but his shot on 
turn from just six metres 
out went wide. 

Parsons made amends 
for his miss with a 35 
metre drive in the 72nd 
that stunned McPher- 
son. His shot skimmed 
the post as it rocketed 
into the net giving the 
locals a chance to snatch 
the point in the remain- 
ing 18 minutes of play. 

SUTHERLAND: Burchmore, 
R O’Shea, J O'Shea, Seller, 
Burrows, Nelson (Johnstone 

)), Meades, Parsons, Lardis, 


‘Sharpe, Caban. 

MELITA EAGLES: McPher- 
son, Rodriguez, Meerbani, Wil- 
llams, Barrios, Callanan, Vial, 
McFadden, Farnsworth (Ortiz 
80th), Cerro (Cabass! 19th), 


Late winn 


LOUIS Dounis, 
Rockdale Ilinden’s 
late replacement at 
Kelly Park, scored 
with two minutes 
remaining to send 
his side to its third 
successive win and 
keep the Rockdale 
team well on the 
way to securing the 
play-off spot. 


Wollongong Macedo- 
nia, struggling to keep 
its place in the State 
League, produced one 
of its better perform- 
ances and looked set to 
take one point as Louis 
Dounis strode on the 
left flank. 


Tony Genovese made 
some inroads in the mid- 
dle of the park before 
pushing it wide for Greg 
Lerond on the right 
flank. Lerond was quick 
to spot Dounis on the 
far side and his pinpoint 
cross eluded Macedo- 
nia’s defence to find 
Ilinden’s burly striker. 
Dounis rounded the full- 
back then struck a left 
footer from an accute 
angle to beat Tommy 


POLONIA led 2-0 at Parklands last Sunday 
but failed to stop the Craig Bass-Glen Jef- 
fery combination as the Chasers struck 
back to notch their sixth successive draw. 


talented youngster made 
no mistake to give Polo- 
nia the lead after just 
eight minutes of the first 


In the 28th minute 
Tim Anderson was free 
on the right flank as he 
received a long pass 


| from Gavin Thompson 


and was able to lob the 
ball over Lacey but in- 
ches over the bar. 

On the half hour 
Polonia won a corner on 
the left. As the kick 
came in Jurek Drys 
struck a superb volley 
which cleared the 
crossbar. 

Then in the 35th mi- 
nute the old master 
Henjek Sobczyk found 
Drys wide on the left 
with a superb searching 
ball and Drys was able 


BF Newcastle Austral v 


INTER-Monaro got 
the points it needed 
to preserve its NSW 
State League semi- 


final place with a 2- 
1 win over Warring- 
ah Freshwater at 
the Marco Polo 
Ground on Sunday - 
but the result was 
just about all that 
was right for the 
Queanbeyan club. 

And a disappointed 


coach, Walter Valeri, 
said afterwards that the 


er from Dounis 


Milenkovski for the only 
goal of the game. 

The locals were un- 
happy about losing this 
match in the closing 
seconds and certainly 
deserved a better fate on 
the run of play. 

Kenny Slaveski and 
Rade Filipovic provided 
an ideal opportunity 
early in the game for 
Anthony Wellbourn but 
the nippy Macedonia 
midfielder shot well 
wide. 

Darren Wilson saved 
the day for the visitors 
after 32 minutes as Ziv- 
ko Hristovski unleashed 
on of his thunderbolts 
then Scott Hughes rose 
high after a Slaveski free 
kick to send his header 
over the bar from close 
range. 

Tlinden had its own 
opportunities in the first 
period with Darren Wil- 
son facing Milenkovski 
in the 24th but his shot 
rebounded off the keep- 
ers leg’s and to safety. 

Mark Koussas looked 
set to score as Milenk- 
ovski missed a high 
bouncing ball but his 
shot was cleared off the 
line by Sweeney. 

Scott Hughes had an 


to extend Polonia’s lead 
with a low drive which 
went in off the post from 
a very difficult angle. 

Ku-ring-gai struck 
back in the 39th minute 
when Derek Ryan final- 
ly got around Quinn 
Chou and a beautiful 
cross was headed home 
by Bass, 1-2. 

Most onlookers 
claimed this was the best 
goal at Parklands in 
many a long day. 

Polonia could have 
gone further ahead in 
the 42nd minute when 
Drys found Thompson 
on the left and the cross 
was headed inches wide 
by Pavel Janduda. 

Polonia went in at the 
break leading by the 
slenderest of margins. 

Hoping for a change 
of fortunes Polonia 
came at the Chasers 
with Sobezyk, Drys and 
Janic tormenting the lo- 
cals looking almost arro- 
gant in its forward drive 


ideal opportunity early 
in the second period as 
he faced Keith Warren 
then ran around [lin- 
den’s keeper but Steve 
Knight raced back to 
save the day. 


Stuart Porter’s crack- 
ing 35 metre drive in the 
68th had Milenkovski 
beaten all the way but 
hit the woodwork then 
Koussas hesitated and 
lost two minutes later. 


Hristovski was just 
wide with ten minutes 
remaining then Patrick 
Rodas cleared as 
Hughes and Slaveski 
were poised to pounce 
on a good cross from 
Hristovski. 

Then came Dounis 
and the ball game was 
over. Wollongong will 
find itself in the last 
place on goal averages 
but must be favoured to 
retain its League status 
with seven matches to 
play. 

WOLLONGONG MACEDO- 
NIA: Milenkovski, Alnger, 
Hodgson, Sweeney, Berringer, 
Slaveskl, Nastoski, Wellbourn, 


Hughes, Hristovski, Filipovic. 

ROCKDALE ILINDEN: War- 
ren, Knight, Rodas, Pilovskl, 
Boogard, Wlison, Darlington, 
Genovese, Koussas (Dounis 
73rd), Porter, Lerond. 
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that threatened Ku-ring- 
gai’s goal. 

The locals managed to 
survive this torrid spell 
then came back late in 
the game with a superb 
equaliser and the old 
firm of Bass and Jeffery 
were at their best. Bale 
Petkovski lobbed in a 
perfect cross and Bass 
went up for the ball 
beating a number of de- 
fenders to deflect it to 
Jeffery who slammed in 
a superb volley to make 
it 2-2. 

It was an exciting 
draw with contrasting 
style of play always giv- 
ing Polonia the upper 
hand in the middle of 
the park and Ku-ring-gai 
looking more dangerous 
in front of goal. 

KU-RING-GAI: Lacey, Pet- 
kovskl, Bennett, Pepper, Cow- 
jey, McKenzie (McKegan 65th), 
Bow (Nile 79th), Ryan, Berry, 


Jeffery, Bass. 

POLONIA: Griffiths, Chou, 
Pratt, Kuiwicki, Robertson, 
Anderson, Sobczyk, Thomp- 
son, Drys, Janduds, Janic. 


Wollongong Macedonia 3-0. 
clear under pressure. Pic — Alex Vesic. 


Goalkeeper Krajinovic punches 


this season and lost. 
“We didn’t even de- 
serve to draw,” he said. 

“We gave them too 
much room and, while 
Warringah isn’t a ball- 
playing side, they fought 
hard. 


“Quite frankly it was 
a pathetic performance 
and Fl have to think of 
some changes during the 
week.” 

Monaro rarely came 
to grips with Warring- 
ah’s aggressive, hard- 
running style it was 
only the excellent Peter 


team had played better 


Gunning in goal, cou- 
pled with some large 
slices of luck, which kept 
it in the game. 

Marko Perinovic 
scored from the spot. 


Warringah equalised 
14 minutes later through 
an Alan Dean header. 


INTER MONARO: Gunning, 
Ambrosino, Monterosso, 
Popovich, Gagettl, Alchin 
(Brennan 63m) Carbone, Djord- 
Jleski, Dukic, Perinovic, Glam- 


WARRINGAH FRESHWA- 
TER: Tingle, Duckling, Pearse, 
McCabe, Dean (sent off 80M) 
McCue, Cai Mt, h 
Corrigan (Cimarostl 57m) 

juergens 


NSW State League 


z 
i 
i 


Melita Eagles 114 6 13917 34 
Blacktown City 114 4 3 44 14 32 
Uruguay P... 9 9 6 441 25 24 
Inter Monaro 1 7 9 5 43 41 23 
Rockdale linden 1 9 5 7 25 25 23 
Newcastle 9 9 2 8 34 19 20 
Sutherland 9.7 5 729 2719 
Polonia. 20 6 6 8 39 36 18 
Canberra 9 5 8 6 24 27 18 
Canterbu 21 6 5 10 30 40 17 
Ku-ring-gai 19 211 6 19 32 15 
Warringah 20 2 9 9 20 34 13 
SSC Yugal 3 612 2246 12 
W'gong Mac. 19 4 41117 43 12 


Blacktown City 2 (Maier pen, Odzakov) Newcastle Austral 
2 (Bowen, Tredinnick pen). 

Uruguay Penrith 1 (Batten) Canberra 1 (R.Junna). 

Yugal 2 (Keri og) Canterbury 1 (Arambasic) 

Ku-ring-gai 2 (Bass, Jeffery) Polonia 2 (Drys, Janic) 

Inter Monaro 2 (Perinovic 2) Warringah Freshwater 1 
(Dean) 

Wollongong Macedonia 0 Rockdale linden 1 (Dounis) 
Sutherland 1 (Parsons) Melita Eagles 2 (Farnsworth, 
Brown). 


PERINOVIC ON THE BOIL 
Further two goals by Marko Perinovic is turning the run 
for the goalscoring honours for 1988 into a one horse race. 


His two goals helped Inter Monaro keep its fourth spot 
ahead of Rockdale llinden on goal average, and extend 
his lead on the goalscoring charts to five goals over Greg 
Brown in second place. 

Brown netted once for Melita in their hard fought 2-1 win 
over Sutherland. 

Perinovic has found the net in each of his last six outings 
scoring nine goals, while Brown has found the net in four 
matches scoring six goals. 

Other top strikers to notch a goal at the weekend 
included Zlatko Arambasic of Canterbury, Jurek Drys and 
Stefan Janic of Polonia, Glen Jeffery of Ku-ring-gai and 
Ralph Maier of Blacktown City. 

Louis Dounis was on the park for only twenty minutes 
but managed to get on the score sheet at Kelly Park, to 
give Rockdale its 1-0 win over Wollongong Macedonia. 

Top scorers: 
23. Perinovic (Inter Monaro) 

18. G.Brown (Melita Eagles), 

41. Drys (Polonia), Arambasic (Canterbury). 

10. Janduda (Polonia) 

9. Holden (Newcastle), Genc (Uruguay Penrith), Caban 
(Sutherland), Beluzic (Yugal), Janic (Polonia), Maier , 
(Biacktown). % 

8. B.Porter(NA), Thomthwaite (BC), Cole (CC), McBreen 


(Y). 

. Dounis (Ri), Jeffery (K). 

. Bradley, Batten (UP) 

. Naumov(BC), Hristovski (WM), Gaggetti, Giampaolo 
(IM), R.O'Shea (S), Genovese (Rl). Farnsworth (ME), 
Dean (WF). 

4. Borges (CM), Sandy (UP), James (P), Johnstone(S), 

Cavanah(BC), McKie(UP), Koussas (RI), 

3. Zervas (CM), Kulcsar, C.Junna (CC), Vial, Callanan 

(ME), Meades, Lardis (S), Gonzalez, Filipovic (UP), 

Cimarosti, Stuart (WF), Giraldi, Hughes (WM), Van 

Blerk (BC), Ryan(K), D.Wilson (Rl), Dukic (IM), Tredin- 

nick (NA) 


On 


Demons stumble at home 


BLACKTOWN City Demons played well 
enough to take their first half lead through 
a Ralph Maier penalty but stumbled during 
the second session to lose a point in a 2-2 
draw against Newcastle Austral at the 


Gabbie last Sunday. 


The locals had to win 
to keep their chances of 
winning the League 
alive and true to form 
the Demons had the 
visitors on the run for 
most of the first half. 

Some chances went 
begging with Zarko 


SPIRO Hantzis re- 
ceived his marching 
orders, Manny Spa- 
noudakis was car- 
ried off injured and 
some controversial 
refereeing high- 
lighted the match at 
Mona Park as Yugal 
romped home 2-1 
for its third succes- 
sive victory last 
Sunday afternoon. 


The game was stop- 
ped midway through the 
first half by the referee 
as over enthusiastic 
tackles threatened some 
early expulsions. Both 
captains were sum- 
moned to the middle of 
the park and the referee 
made no bones about his 
intensions as he waved 
his fingers pointing to 
the dressing rooms. 

Next one that does it 
goes that way, was a 
clear message from the 
‘referee. 

However, the referee 
failed to see an incident 
which saw Spanoudakis 
brought down in back 
play. Hantzis bitterly 
complained to both the 


Odzakov clearly the 
dominant figure in the 
middle of the park. The 
ex-Socceroo was in great 
form and his accurate 
passing was the highlight 


However, Blacktown 
had to wait until two mi- 


Two minutes later 
amidst confusion in his 
own penalty area Con 
Keri was called by 
Angelis and in attemp- 
ting to pass the ball back 
to the keeper he lobbed 
it into his own net to 
give Yugal the lead. 


Ten minutes later 
Canterbury replied 
through its star striker 
Zlatko Arambasic. A 
Leon Gardikiotis free 
kick was flicked on by 
Nelio Borges and Aram- 
basic was on hand to 
head under the crossbar, 
1-1. 

David Travini re- 
placed a listless Zoran 
Beluzic after 65 minutes 
and Yugal was back in 
command. Two minutes 
later Tomisla Divljak’s 
pinpoint pass found Jim- 
my Ziras in full flight 
and an absolute thun- 
derbolt from about 35 
metres rattled the 
underside of the cross- 
bar before entering the 
net. 

Canterbury came 
back and almost scored 
in the dying stages of the 
match. Arambasic beat 
some three would-be 
tackles and was set to 


nutes before half time. to 
get its goal. David 
Bowen tackled Alan 
Reis on the edge, or just 
inside the penalty area 
and the referee had no 
hesitation in pointing to 
the penalty spot. 

Maier made no mis- 
take and the Demons 
went off the park at the 
break with a slender but 
deserved lead. 

As it so often hap- 
pened in recent games 
Blacktown appeared to 
take it a notch easier in 
the second half and that 
was enough to see Au- 
stral surge forward look- 
ing for an equaliser. 
Bowen came forward in 
the 70th minute to 
smack a superb volley 
from the edge of the 
area for an equaliser, 
but an even better shot 
by Odzakov from a free 
kick in the 78th minute 
saw Blacktown back in 
the driver’s seat. 

Newcastle players and 
in particular Craig Car- 
ter were incensed with 
the decision to allow the 
goal to stand following 
Odzakov’s free kick. As 
he pushed his drive 


under the crossbar and 
well out of reach of the 
Austral keeper it was 
alleged by the Newcastle 
defender that an in- 
terference was caused 
by Maier inside the 
area. 

But the visitors rallied 
despite this setback and 
were rewarded with a 
late penalty as Steve 
Watson brought down 
Robert Holden inside 
the area. The referee 
blew his whistle as 
another Newcastle play- 
er raced in to score. It 
was small consolation 
for the Austral players 
to receive the spot kick 
after scoring what 
looked like a regular 
goal. 

However, Howard 
Tredinnick made no 
mistake with his penalty 
shot and the Australs 
were going home with 
one point. 

BLACKTOWN CITY: Watson, 
L Sterrey, G Sterrey, Dunn, 
Northam, Cavanah (Van Blerk), 
Kay, Maler, Reis (Thornthwaite), 
Odzakov, 


, Naumov. 
NEWCASTLE AUSTRAL: 
Carter, Bowen, Tredinnick, 
Achurch, Jones, Virgilll (Ball- 
Ne), Devon, Bland, Porter, Hol 
den, Cummins. 


Tame draw at 


Cook Park 


A goal apiece at Cook Park saw Uruguay 
Penrith drop one point after its encounter 


with Canberra last Saturday afternoon. 


I regretted travelling 70 killometres (return trip) 
after watching a mediocre Uruguay stumble and 
fumble against an equally inept and sadly out of 


ideas Canberra side. 


Westerly wind added to the chill one had to cope 
with watching the two sides battle it out before a 
small, but brave band of supporters. Even the re- 
feree for the second grade match decided not to turn 
up allowing for an unusual situation - Doug Rennie, 
a retired referee, kept the line during the second as 


well as the first grade encounter. 


He was the lucky one, having to move up and 
down the line and that surely would have been the 


only way to keep warm. 


Uruguay Penrith had the upper hand during the 
opening period and led by a single goal, but were 
unlucky not to have found the net at least a couple 
of times. 

John Bradley appeared to have found some space 
on the edge of the area but fumbled when faced with 
the Canberra custodian after 19 minutes. Three 
minutes later and Tony Giannasca was called upon 
to make a diving save from Paul Benitez but could 
not hold the ball and Steve Bryant nipped in to 
clear. 

With Gary Cole a lonely figure in Canberra’s 
forward line and at times ten players of Canberra 
behind the ball in order to keep Uruguay out only an 
error on the part of the visitors defence could allow 
a breakthrough. 

And George Kulcsar obliged. He was some 30 
metres from his own goal line when tackled by 
Benitez. He lost posession, Benitez was quick to 
react and push a neat through ball for David Batten 
who appeared to have run too far to the left but his 
shot took a divot just in front of the keeper and 
nested just inside the far post. 

Canberra came back with two successive corner 
kicks in the closing stages of the first half but looked 
‘a well beaten side at that stage. 

Bradley missed an early second half chance before 
Canberra took the centre stage and looked a far 
better side than its first half showing. 

Cole came ever so close in the 62nd minute when 
a cross from the left was nodded down into the path 
of the burly striker but he was surprised by the 
bounce of the ball and allowed it to cannon off his 
body when metres from the goal line. 

Seconds later Canberra struck. A Peter Mazis 
inswinging left foot cross was met by Ray Junna at 
the far post giving Barry Hoare no chance. 

With 15 minutes to go a Junna through ball found 
Cole striding into the penalty area but he ran wide, 
then sent the ball over the line when tackled. A first 
time drive would have been the thing to do. 

Cole returned the favour close to full time when 
his through ball saw Tony Pangallo race towards 
Hoare. Alas he miscued and with it missed the 
chance to see Canberra take a full bag of points. 


URUGUAY PENRITH: Hoare, Folladosa, O'Donnell, Martin 
Bourke, Mathew Bourkel. Gonzalez, Benitez, Bradley, Sandy, 


score as Pavlovic threw 
caution to the wind with 
his Jast ditch attempt to 
stop the youngster. 

He managed to clear 
the ball with Arambasic 
going down only four 
metres from the goal 
line. 

Canterbury’s claims 
for a penalty were de- 
nied by the referee and 
soon after the game eén- 
ded amidst some strong 
protests from the side 
line. 

CANTERBURY: Angells, 
Keri, Spanoudakis (Gardikiotis 
37th), Hantzis (sent off 43rd), 


Radman, Mickovski, Borges, 
Perdomo(Licata), Arambasic, 
Adamou. 


linesman and the referee 
about the incident and 
was booked for dissent. 

Alas, only a few mi- 
nutes later Hantzis was 
sent off. Chris Card 
broke through and 
Hantzis was left with lit- 
tle option but to commit 
a professional foul 
which had the referee 
waving the red card. 

With ten men Canter- 
bury fell back satisfied 
that defending was the 
best way to preserve one 
point. 

Yugal came at Angelo 
Angelis from all angles 
and Zoran Beluzic 
looked set to score as he 
faced the keeper in the 
52nd. However his shot 
went straight at Angelis. 


YUGAL: Kuprianou, Pete- 
non, Harmat, Nikiforidis, Pavio- 
vic, Card, Sunjic, Divijak, Ziras, 
Beluzic (Travinl 65th), McBreen. 


PLACE — Joe Broad Memorial Park, 
Mt Pritchard East 


DAY — This Saturday July 30! 
TIMES — 3pm First Grade 
1pm Reserve Grade 


Admission — Adults $1, Children (U16) Free 


*Complimentary booklet/programme on 
entry, ample car parking and canteen 


| facilities .. .BE THERE! 
_ eee CE 


Genc, Batten. 
CANBERRA CITY CROATIA: Glannasca, Mazis, Florese, Young, 
Bryant, Kuicsar, Sermani, C Junna {Pangaito), Cole, Tansey. 


MELITA Eagles skip- 
ped away to a two 
point lead, after a 
solid 2-1 victory 
over Sutherland 
Shire at Seymour 
Shaw Park and a 
stumble by Black- 
town City Demons 
at the Gabbie last 
Sunday. 

With five rounds re- 
maining, it is still any- 
body’s title, but one 
must favour Melita to 
retain its top spot. 

At the bottom of the 
League Yugal caused a 
boilover with its third 
successive 2-1 victory to 
climb of the bottom on 
goal averages, while 
Wollongong Macedonia 
plunged to the bottom 
after losing to a 90th 
minute goal from Louis 
Dounis at Kelly Park. 

Our match of the day 
was certainly at the 
Gabbie, with Newcastle 
Austral showing no re- 
spect for the side that 
has beaten them twice 
this year. 

Beaten by Blacktown 
4-0 at the Croatian 
Sports Centre in a Cup 


— 


| 


SOCCER 
FEDERATI 
— 3 


match and 1-0 at the Au- 
stral Park last week had 
little if any effect on the 
Austral side. 

In fact Willie Gal- 
lagher, their coach, was 
even more determined 
to prove that his team 
can beat not only Melita 
but also Blacktown, and 
in order to do he intro- 
duced Brett Porter into 
the attack to partner 
Cummins and Holden. 

And it paid off with 
Holden being brought 
down in the last minute 
of the match to give Tre- 
dinnick the chance to 
‘score from the resultant 
penalty. 

It gave Austral the 
draw but had the visitors 
taken an extra point few 
would dare complain. 

Les Scheinflug will 
have to pull all the stops 
in the last five rounds to 
catch the side coached 
by his assistant at natio- 
nal youth level, Raul 
Blanco. 

The two coaches were 
seated next to one 
another last Saturday as 
Penrith Uruguay and 
Canberra traded blows 
at Cook Park. 

And while the high 
flying duo at the top of 
the ladder have the title 
battle to themselves, 
spare a thought for the 
unlucky ones at the bot- 
tom of the rung. Wol- 
longong Macedonia is 
the new wooden spoon 
holder after losing to 
Rockdale, but one could 
not help wondering 
why! 


[NSW SOCCER FEDERATION LTD _ | 
NSW State 


League 


NEW SOUTH WALES 
SOCCER FEDERATION 
LIMITED 


This Week’s Matches 


FIRST DIVISION 

SATURDAY JULY 30 

Newcastle v_ SSC Yugal 
SECOND DIVISION 

Kingsford v_ Blacktown Utd 
Nth Sydney v_ Sydney Macedonia 
Maroubra Q/Park v_ Uni of NSW 
3RD DIVISION 

King Tomislav v_ Port Hacking 
FIRST DIVISION 

SUNDAY JULY 31 

Penrith Uruguay v_ Blacktown City 
Canterbury v Ku-ring-gal 
Polonia v_ Inter Monaro 
Warringah v Rockdale 
Melita Eagles v_ Canberra City 
Wollongong Mac. v_ Sutherland Shire 
SECOND DIVISION 

Bankstown v_ Avala 

Manly Warringah v Bathurst '75 
Granville Chile v_ Campbelltown 
Gladesville Hby v_ Fairy Meadow 
THIRD DIVISION 

Sth Districts v Orange Waratah 
Rooty Hill W/Utd v_ Bondi Marine 
Dulwich Hill v_ Concordia 
Canterbury v_ Mt Druitt Town 
Baulkham Hills v_ Moorebank 


Kick off times: FIRST DIVISION first grade 3pm, Under 19 1pm. 
SECOND DIVISION first grade 3pm, 2nd grade 1.10pm, 


3rd grade 11.30am. 


See a top State League match this week! 


with 


ALEX VESIC 


The side from the 
South Coast has in its 
ranks players of the 
National League 
calibre, such as Berrin- 
ger, Hristovski, 
Slaveski, Hughes and 
Godzik, not to mention 
the skillful Filipovic, 
hard working Sweeney, 
Nastoski and Well- 
bourn. 

It is diffcult to believe 
that a side with that 
amount of talent could 
Janguish at the bottom 
of the League. 

Full credit to Yugal 
for its astonishing run. 
After losing all but six of 
its 18 matches and with- 
out a win to its name in 
those encounters, Yugal 
has won three on the 
trot, but with a very dif- 
ficult run on the way 
home faces a stiff task. 


Austral Park 


Kensington Oval 
Artarmon Oval 
Coral Sea Park 


Croatian S.G. 


Cook Park 
Arlington Park 
Chopin Park 
Grahams Reserve 
Melita Stadium 
JJ Kelly Park 


Potts Park 
Cromer Park 
Garside. Park 
Magdala Park 


Erie Smith Res. 
Cawarra Park 
Camperdown Oval 
Mackey Park 

Ted Horwood 3 
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Thomastown enhances prospects 


THOMASTOWN shook off a determined Polonia 
to win 2-1 in a fast, entertaining match which 
further enhanced its title prospects. 


In cold, blustery condi- 
tions, Polonia only have 
themselves to blame for 
not snaring a draw. 

Aided by a strong wind 
in the first half, Polonia 
had the upper hand for 30 
minutes as Greg Wars- 
zawski, Brendan Lakic 
and Boyden Bonk caused 
considerable havoc 
around the penalty area. 

At the same time, Tho- 
mastown played a coun- 
ter-attacking game, and 


did it in style. 

Skillful midfielder Vic- 
tor Cristaldo made a daz- 
zling run upfield, to set 
up striker Russell Ather- 
sych, whose close-range 
shot veered and missed 
the net. 

Athersych made 
amends soon after to slot 
the opening goal home 
from close range from a 
delightful counter-attack 
which saw Cristaldo and 
Rogers zig-zag the ball up 


Windswept 
farce was 
~ not funny 


STRONG, blustery winds turned the 1-1 draw 
between title aspirants Green Gully and mid- 
table Morwell Falcons into a chaotic and some- 


times comical affair. 


Neither team managed 
to adapt to the horrific 
wind-swept conditions. 

The game turned into a 
farce, and should have 
been called off. 


However, the ‘‘show’’ 
went on and a draw was a 
fair result because both 
Gully and the Falcons had 
the better of the play for a 
half each. 

Two incidents, in 
particular, highlighted the 
hopelessness of the situa- 
tion. 

First a powerful goal- 
kick by Morwell goalie 
Dave Reynolds travelled 
all the way back over his 
own corner line! 


On another occasion, 
Morwell’s Manny Gotis 
had the ball on the right 
touch-line near the centre 
of the pitch. He booted it 
forward, but to every- 
one’s amazement it 
looped up and flew all the 
way back over Morwell’s 
cross-bar! 


Morwell coach Bobby 
McLachlan was very hap- 
py with the result, con- 
sidering four key players 
were missing: Gerry Ben- 
nett, Stan Webster, Jeff 
Doyle and Gotis. 

Both goals were, 
naturally, wind-assisted, 
but nevertheless, 
spectacular. 

In the 40th minute, 
Gully’s Kenny Smart hit a 
piledriver from about 30 
metres into the roof of the 
net. 

Morwell’s Kenny 
Drakeford powered home 
a similar goal directly 
from a freekick just out- 
side the area with only 
three minutes to spare, to 
clinch the Falcons’ ninth 
draw of the season. 

GREEN GULLY: Denys, 
Napoll, Cannell, Farquharson, 
Grimaud, W McLelland, 
Smart, Christle, O'Donnell, 
Douglas. 

MORWELL FALCONS: 

Clarke, Gotis, Bruns, 
Bingham, Doyle, O'Callaghan, 


Drakeford, Cassar, Sokoluk, 
Stirton. 


the left side of the park 
for a memorable goal. 

Thomastown replied at 
once with a quick move 
up the right flank. 

In the thick of it was 
Victor Cristalde, who had 
an outstanding game, but 
the final shot by Ather- 
sych was instinctively 
saved by ‘‘Barney’’ 
Kostrzewa. 


Moments before half- 
time, Polonia had two 
good chances to equalise, 
but Greg Warszawski’s 
low drive missed by cen- 
timetres. 


From a Temos corner, 
Steve Chetwti hit a bril- 
liant low volley from 20 
metres that whistled over 
the crossbar. 


The first 10 minutes of 
the second-half were 
totally dominated by Tho- 
mastown, who forced 
several consecutive 
corners. 

Thomastown finally 
took advantage of their 
early second half domi- 
nance with a good move 
initiated by Cristaldo and 
completed by striker Paul 
Lewis with a clinical, low 
15-metre goal. 


Polonia did not give up. 
They continued to create 
many chances that went 
begging, the best falling 
to Smolarek whose long 
shot was spctacularly 
saved by brilliant 17-year- 
old *keeper Zoran Jana- 
kievski. 

The telling miss for 
Polonia was by the ex- 
perienced Boyden Bonk, 
who missed a ‘“‘sitter’’ 
from only five or six 
metres out. 

A few minuts later, 
Polonia managed a con- 
solation goal scored by 
winger Paul Temos. 

The last 20 minutes of 
the game continued to ex- 
cite the crowd with end- 
to-end action, but Tho- 
mastown hung on to an 
important if narrow 
victory. 


© Match Balls, hand sewn by 
mastercraftsman 


® Training balls, hand sewn 

® Shinguards, knee and elbow pads. 

® Studs © Goal keepers gloves 

© Goalkeepers wear @ Outfield shorts 

© General accessories © All products 
chosen for quality from world-wide 


sources 


double c 


® First quality nylon wound match balls 
@ Felt covered indoor balls 
@ Low-bound indoor balls 


Watch this space! 


Further details in coming issues 


SEE YOUR FAVORITE SPORT STORE 
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POLONIA: Kostrzewa, 
Chetcut!, Smolarek, 
Watson, Czapnik, 

rszawskl, 


ki, Mihailidis, McMillan, Pianal- 
to, Higgins, Cristaldo, Carfora 
(Ragusa), Dougherty, Ather- 
sych, Lewis, Rogers. 


AUSTRALIAN 
SOCCER 
ANNUAL 


ALL you wanted to 
know about Austra- 
lian Soccer, both up 
to date and down the 
years. 

Secure your copy 
at newsagents for a 
low $2.50. 

NOW ON SALE! 


ciry 


Victorian NSL action. Steve Gojevic (Preston 
Makedonia) makes a burst forward against Bris- 
bane Lions at the weekend. Pic from Carmelo 


PROPOSED ROAD 


ATHLETICS. 
TRACK 


Farcvicé 
PITH 
NOW - 


Stadium replaces 
rubbish tip 


BY GREG BLAKE 
AS the assembled 
supporters cele- 
brated with the 
usual whistling fire- 
works, the Sun- 
shine George Cross 
club toasted one of 
its most famous vic- 
tories last Thursday 
afternoon in Mel- 
bourne. 

And it had nothing to 
do with events on the 
field. 

Instead it was a battle 
won off the field with 
the announcement that 
Sunshine George Cross 
had found a new home. 

At a press conference 
on site - currently the 
Sunshine Municipal Tip 
- local mayor Gerry 
O’Connor turned the 
first sod at the proposed 
new ground and told the 

“enthusiastic gallery that 
it was an historic day for 
the club. 

“This is the signal for 
the development of a 
new soccer stadium for 
the leading sports team 
in the city of Sun- 
shine,” he said as the 
television cameras whir- 
red into action. 

Standing on what he 
said would be “the 
penalty spot” at the 
new ground, club presi- 
dent Alf Zahra confes- 
sed he was a “very 
proud man”. 


“I think we should all 
applaud the Sunshine 
Council for taking this 
project under their 
wing,” said Zahra. 

“T believe not just 
Sunshine George Cross 
but the whole commun- 
ity will benefit from 
this.” 

Georgie’s new home 
will consist of three 
pitches with two re- 
served for training and 
the third in the centre of 
the new stadium. 

A 2,000-seat under 
cover grandstand will 
flank one side of the 
new ground when the 
first games take place 
there in 18 months time. 

An initial injection of 
$1 million is available to 
begin work on the pro- 
ject which will transform 
what is now open, 
windswept wasteland 
into the new soccer 
showpiece of Melbou- 
mme’s western suburbs. 

ALP candidate for the 
state seat of Sunshine, 
Mr Ian Baker, told the 
gathering that he be- 
lieved soccer had at last 
been hailed as the 
majority interest in the 
area. 

“The people in pow- 
er have recognised that 
soccer is the top sport in 
this area,” he said. 

Cnr Norm Buckley 
said that George Cross, 
as the senior soccer 
team of the area, de- 


served its new home. 

He cited the examples 
of Skinner Reserve 
(home of Aussie Rules 
team Sunshine) and De- 
mpster Park (home of 
local cricket) as grounds 
reserved for the major 
sporting bodies in the 
area. 

“In 18 months time 
this place will look 
altogether different,” 
he explained. 

For Lou Stafrace, 
who. headed the sub- 
committee which negoti- 
ated for the develop- 
ment of the ground, 
Thursday’s ceremony 
was the culmination of 
18 months of hard work. 

“This is: just what we 
wanted and I really hope 
it will be worthwhile,” 
he said with an un- 
ashamed grin. 

NSL chairman Sam 
Papasavas was also on 
hand for the celebra- 
tions. 

“It is about time we 
got something like this 
for the western sub- 
urbs,” said Papasavas, 
a resident of the region 
himself for a number of 
years. ; 

“On behalf of soccer, 
congratulations to Sun- 
shine George Cross for 
taking the initiative and 
to the Sunshine Council 
for its support. 

“I’m confident it is 
something we'll all be 
very proud of.” . 


IT wasn‘t difficult to 
pick the odd men out 
amongst the crowd at 
Olympic Park to watch 
Brunswick Juventus 
take on St George last 
Wednesday night. 

They were the ones 
who spent the game 
chewing their nails, fidge- 
ting and, generally, look- 
ing anxious during the en- 
tire 90 minutes. 

They were also the only 
fans in the grandstand 
who didn’t explode into 
cheers when Mehmet 
Durakovic scored his 
dramatic late winner and 
they certainly didn’t ap- 
plaud Juventus from the 
park. 

No, it wasn’t hard to 
pick the boys from Pre- 
ston Makedonia who had 
travelled en masse to see 
one of the most vital 
games of the year -- at 
least it was from their 
point of view. 

It wasn’t sour grapes 
that the Makedonia crew 
didn’t rise to acclaim 
Schaefer’s heroes. * 

It was just that the re- 
sult meant Preston had di- 
ved into second last on 
the table following that 
Juventus win and, almost 
all of a sudden, it meant 
that Makedonia might be 
about to take that giant 
crash into the State 
League for next year. 

Ironically Makedonia 
must meet both Juve and 
the Saints in the final two 
rounds of the season. 

As a strangely quiet 
Preston coach, Ronnie 
Campbell said after the 
game: “It is still up to us. 

“If we win those two 
we'll stay in the league,” 
he said with little convic- 
tion. 

For a time last Wednes- 
day night it didn’t seem as 
if the serious side of the 
situation had really 
dawned on the Makedo- 
nia crew, but once Juven- 
tus took the lead the faces 
dropped and support for 
St George was overwhel- 
ming. 

When Juve's dramatic 
winner finally did come 
the grandstand erupted 
but where I was sitting, in 
amongst the Makedonia 
lads, there was only stony 
silence. 

Preston play Brunswick 
this Sunday at Olympic 
Village and as one Juven- 
tus player told me: “It 
will be a blood and thun- 


der affair.” 
Tt should be one of the 
most intense and 


spectacular clashes of the 
season. 


--Greg Blake 


Caulfield’s grab for 


ages 2 


from Victorian 


NSL fixture. Preston Makedonia’s 


kath 


cham 


“e 


Steve Gojevic is ‘strongly 


tackled by Brisbane Lions’ Russell Stewart. Photo — Carmelo Bazzano 


Victorian State League 


w Det F A Pts 
Heidelberg 1°44 5 38 22 26 
Caulfield City 9 8 4 32 24 26 
Thomastown Lil 4 602282 2126 
St Albans 9-7 §4°30) 20% 25 
Green Gully Bp NCs AE QTENT B24 
Northcote City 82 CVE 6272222 
Morwell Falcons 69! 36-1918) 524 
Croydon City 8 5 6 22 23 21 
Ringwood City 8 5 8 30 33 21 
Polonia Titi 32- a0 Pato 
Springvale City 5 188.2 20. 26S 
Bulleen 6° "6. 817-25 18 
Box Hill 489288625 StS A7. 
Western Suburbs T 2) N12) 125.36 16 
Oakleigh SSS 18) 282015 
Fawkner SOAs tess 13 


GREEN GULLY 1 (Smart) MORWELL FALCONS 1 
(Drakeford) BOX HILL 1 (Burton) SPRINGVALE CITY 1 
(Keenan) RINGWOOD 2 (Cumming, Corvan) OAK- 
LEIGH 1 (Henderson) POLONIA 1 (Temos) THOMAS- 
TOWN 2 (Lewis, Athersych) CAULFIELD 2 (Alagiozidis, 
Bitsonis) WESTERN SUBURBS 0 FAWKNER v BUL- 
LEEN, NORTHCOTE v ST ALBANS AND HEIDEL- 
BERG v CROYDON CITY all postponed due to heavy 
conditions. 


12: |. Kelic (St Albans) 

11: D. Morovic (Heidelberg) 
10: J. Nijholt (Ringwood) 

9: A. Goutzioulis (Caulfield), D. Tuck (West Subs) 

8: G. Warszawski (Polonia), M. Woodall (Northcote), 

7: J. Anastasiadis (Heidelberg), S. Brimmer (Box Hill), 
D. Brown (Fawkner), K. Carfora (Thomastown), B. 
McGuinness (T’town), J. O'Donnell (G. Gully) 

6: J. Corvan (Ringwood), G. French (Croydon), E. 
Kopsaftis (Wests), G. Runje (Croydon), P. Verecchia 
(S'vale), D. Zemunik (Caulfield). 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


flames 


| 
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STEVE TASIOS 


CANTEEN FACILITIES 
AMPLE PARKING 


CAULFIELD City 
moved closer to its 
championship 
dream after a hard- 
fought 2-0 victory 
over relegation- 
threatened Western 
Suburbs. 

Caulfield looked 
promising when stream- 
ing forward with a free- 
flowing brand of Soccer, 
but needs to work har- 
der in midfield and in 
defence if it wants to win 
the championship. 

Wests lost their first 


game in five weeks and 
their next two games 
against the only sides 
beneath them on the 
ladder, Oakleigh and 
Fawkner, will be crucial 
encounters in their bid 
for State League 
survival. 


Caulfield opened the 
scoring in the 16th mi- 
nute when Aki Alagiozi- 
dis smashed the back of 
the net all of 30 metres, 
giving “keeper Tachiris 
no chance for the only 
goal of the first half. 


The boys from the 
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west came out firing af- 
ter the break, piled on 
the pressure, but had 
nothing to show for it. 

Speedy striker Darren 
Tuck unsuccessfully 
tried to dribble the 
*keeper when only five 
metres out; Tom Mar- 
kovski missed a “sitter” 
from two metres and 
Steve Dimovski vol- 
leyed wide in a good 
scoring position. 

Other attacks by 
Manual Kopsaftis and 
John Metaxas were 
thwarted by reliable 


minute with a fine goal. 

A defensive clearance 
by Rothman’s medal 
winner Paul Harris land- 
ed at the feet of Angie 
Filipou who made an in- 
spired run down the left 
wing, beating two defen- 
ders in the process. 


Filipou, still on the 
left, passed the ball to 
Ritchie Armstrong who 
fired what seemed a mis- 
hit shot at goal, but de- 
fender John Bitsonis 
was well upfield to ham- 
mer the ball into the net 
to end Wests’ misery. 


CAULFIELD: Madjer, Bitso- 
nis, Filllpou, Harris, Fattore, 
Theoharous, Alagiozidis, Grif- 
fin, Armstrong, Goutzloulls, 
Hamaklotis 


(Zolaterevs). 
WESTERN SUBURBS: 
Tachiris, Kondouris, Markovs- 


MORTHOGAE BODY 


goalkeeper Robert i Fanart Eaposttoy Kagiog: 
j i jou efanidis 83"), Met: 4 
Madiets unbeatable in Richard 70’), Dimovskl, Tuck, 
c Kopsaftis, Daley. 
Caulfield finally sea- 
led the game in the 69th 


Vlado Viahovic 


RINGWOOD City hung on grimly to beat 
Oakleigh 2-1 in their important relegation 
battle in another weather — affected 
match at Jubilee Park. 


Ten weeks ago, Ringwood were deeply entrenched 
at the bottom end of the table and looked a sure 
candidate for relegation. 

However, in a remarkable turn-around they have 
only lost one game since. 

Although Ringwood are not totally out of danger 
yet, Oakleigh are in big trouble. 

Oakleigh are not playing poorly: they are just not 
getting any lucky breaks and constant injuries are not 
help their cause. 

Oakleigh sadly miss four regulars: Carl Halford, 
Danny Ward, Nick Gourlias and Jimmy Gorst. 

Coach Takis Svingos believes Oakleigh still have a 
chance of survival with this quartet back in the team. 

The actual game was to a large extent dominated by 
Ringwood in the first half. 

Ringwood scored early — in the 7th minute — when 
John Cumming took a swipe from 15 metres which 
deflected into the net off a defender. 

In the 28th minute, Ringwood were awarded a penal- 
ty when Peter Cocker was fouled in the area, but John 
Corvan let his side down with a bad miss. 

Ringwood kept swarming the Oakeligh goalmouth 
and were finally rewarded early in the second half. 

Free-kick specialist John Corvan found the roof of 
the net with a powerful direct shot from 20 metres. 

Down by two goals, Oakleigh went for broke. 

Big defender Jim Henderson slotted home after a 
scramble from a corner in the 57th minute, and from 
then on it was all Oakleigh. 

Oakleigh were so dominant, they could have scored 
four goals in the last 20 minutes of the game. 

Striker Peter Murphy had three chances, but he was 
foiled by keeper Ric Janssan’s goal line clearance. 

Youngster Peter Zagoudis also had a golden 
opportunity, yet missed from two metres. 

Oakleigh’s spirit will be tested to the limit in the 
remaining nine weeks of the season as it now faces an 
enormous struggle for survival. 


RINGWOOD: Janssan, Wemyss, Nolan, Cumming, Verniers, 
May, Maguire, , Kennedy, Nijholt (Muyer 68m). 

OAKLEIGH: Kardamitis, T. Kapardinas, Henderson, Crutz- 
macher, Theodoropoulos, Ross, Livingstone, Nicolaides 
(Zagoudis 65m), Haldaris (Harry 65m), Murphy, M. Kapardinss. 


REPAIRS 
131 ORMOND RD., ELWOOD 
TEL. 581 1381 - 531 2852 
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RELEGATION 
threatened Box Hill 
and Springvale City 
drew 1-1 in a physical, 
yet entertaining game 
at muddy Wembley 
Park last Sunday. 


Both the Hillmen and 
Springvale need more 
than single points to 
escape the ‘‘twilight 
zone”’. 


Although Vales coach 
Gus McLeod was happy 
with the point, his oppo- 
site number, John Brown, 
was very disappointed. 

Julian Thomas hit the 
post for Box Hill when it 
looked easier to score. 


Barry Burton volleyed 
just wide and Stuart 
McArthur missed a clear 
chance from four metres. 

Steve Brimmer beat the 
defence, but with only the, 
‘keeper to beat, he hit his 
shot straight at Mur. 

The Hillmen’s goal was 
converted in the 13th mi- 
nute when Barry Burton 
headed in at the far post a 
fine cross from Mark 
Aretis. 


Springvale’s most 
dangerous player, striker 
Steve Keenan, scored the 
equaliser with a stunning 
left foot drive from the 
edge of the penalty area. 

BOX HILL: McKinlay, McAr- 
thur, Martinuccl, Hanley, Rood- 
house, Davidson, Thomas, 
Brimmer (McAleer 85m), Bur- 
ton, Arotis. 

SPRINGVALE: Mur, Bryden, 
Reilly, Bissinger, Livingstone, 
Bell, Morrey, Whyte, Verecchia, 
Keenan (Kral 80m), Richardson 
(Bozic 65m). 


WOIVES| 


Randell Easthorpe 
DONT MISS IT 


National Soccer League clubs have 
closed ranks and will move forward 
into 1989 as a unit. 

They can look with some pride to a steady stan- 
dard of football over the season, with a cleaner 
display of football that resulted from a tightening up 
of penalties. 

The clubs obviously do not want to come under 
State Federation umbrellas, although there is still 
some room to Manoeuvre in their own Organisation in 
future with two ten team competitions, when the 
need arises. 

A play-off at the end of the season will determine 
whether only NSW, Victoria and South Australia are 
involved in the League next season. 

With West End’s contract up at the end of the 
1989, it remains to be seen whether they will re-sign, 
or whether new are required. 

Certainly the NSL is open for business with major 
sponsors for the future. : 

The happiness engendered by reaching the 
Bicentennial Gold Cup final, the Olympic Games 
finals and defeating World Cup holders Argentina is 
still in the air. 

Turning that joy into the solid basis for better class 
and better attended club football is vital for the 
future of the sport. 

It is no small task. 

There should be no delusions whatsoever. Gate 
attendances, publicity and presentation have not 
shown the desired improvement over the League’s 12 
years of existence. 

In some cases the League’s request to use the 
English language in ground announcements has been 


Pointing out these things give AUSTRALIAN 
SOCCER WEEKLY no pleasure, but duty must be 
done. 

In NSW and Queensland, where the huge playing 
numbers exist, there must be some meeting of the 
ways with the semi-professional clubs. 

How to do this without damaging the present 
fabric of the amateur and junior game will require 
the services of a highly'skilled and patient manager or 
management team. 

Officials have not even got to the real basics of a 
country regional scheme in NSW, as competitor 
codes have done. 

The whole of NSW has to be restructured properly 
as a unit, to get the latent talent in the game moving 
ahead. 

At the same time it must be realised that Queens- 
land has made strong progress in this regard. 

There is no use today’s top administrators believ- 
ing in a new era that is held in place by skyhooks. 

AFter over 100 years of Soccer, over 40 years since 
the first waves of migration and 12 years of the NSL, 
the structure needs further examination. 

That is, of course, not to say that there are no clubs 
around which do not use their resources to a highly 
creditable degree. 

Switching seasons may or may not succeed. At 
least the State Leagues can pull up their sox and set 
out to show their best to the Soccer public in winter. 

In the meanwhile, the forward look sees in pros- 
pect a highly competitive run to the NSL post, fol- 
lowed by a better organised system of grand final 
play-offs to whet the appetite, and end the domestic 


N: doubt predictably, the West End 


BY FRANK COLETTA 


JUST days after feasting on the delightful, delicate 
skills of Brazil and Australia’s commitment and 
classy teamwork in the Gold Cup, it seemed a right 
royal injustice having to be subjected to 
Footscray’s 1-0 win over Marconi at Bossley Park. 

In fact it drove a few at the ground to claim that they 
were going home to put on the old VCR and relive 
Australia’s humiliation of the world champs (chumps?) 
Argentina and then view the Brazil v Socceroos final 
tape — just to go to bed secure in the knowledge that 
the standard of football at the Marconi Stadium on that 
chilly Wednesday night WAS NOT par for the course. 

The home side’s territorial advantage counted for 
nothing on the scoreboard, not even a 14 to I corner 
count served as any solace to a distraught Marconi 
coach Berti Mariani. 

“We had no commitment. Footscray came here 
looking for a result and got the points because they got 
stuck in when necessary.” 

Mariani almost conceded that any hopes of a minor 
premiership win were dashed. 

“It’s really an ‘unspoken title’ in a sense. Finishing 
on top is always nice but tonight’s result makes it 
almost impossible. 

“The side which finishes first proves itself to be the 
most consistent — after this game we could have no 
claims to that title,” Mariani assured ASW. 

For the Fairfielders, imports Matteo Colucci (Italy) 
and Fred de Jong (New Zealand) provided what little 
inspiration in attack there was. 

The Blues meantime grabbed their winner after 74 
minutes when Socceroo hero Vlado Bozinovski 
squared a free-kick into the path of fellow midfielder 
Milan Dimoski and his pass sat up perfectly for Warren 
Spink to apply one of his very rare moments of adven- 
ture, a rasping drive into the bottom right corner. 

The absence of national teamer Oscar Crino (sus- 
pended for 3 matches for accumulating 36 points) failed 
to hinder Footscray’s effervescent midfield, led by 
the speedy little Ernie Tapai. 

MARCON/Falrfleld: Catlin, Carter (Henderson 76), Rizzotto (Lowe 
76), Wheatley, Calderan, Gray, McCulloch, Nastevskl, Farina, de 


Jong, Colucci. 

FOOTSCRAY JUST: Nikitovic, Barjaktarevic, Deankovic, Mur- 
phy, Van Egmond, Mitrovski, Tapal, Bozinovski, Spink, Dimoski, 
Karic. 


CROWD: 1002 
Referee: Alan Kibbler (Qid) 
Yellow Cards: Nastevski (MF). Deankovic (FJ) 


BLACKTOWN City Demons will have to fire on 
all cylinders next Sunday at Cook Park if they 
are to keep up the challenge at the top of the 
League. 


season on a high note. 


~ Queensland ready for 
James Hardie League 


“TWO Queensland teams are preparing to 
enter the 1988 James Hardie National In- 
door Soccer League”, National Executive 
Director Dennis Murray announced. 


The Brisbane Bom- 
bers, one of the original 
founding teams of the 
League, are currently 
finalising sponsorship 
and the selection of 
team members for the 
1988 season under the 
expert guidance of 
national player Colin 
Simpson. 

Simpson stated 
emphatically that the 
Bombers will be a major 
strength in the League 
for 1988, guaranteeing 
all challengers from 
‘down South of the Bor- 
der’ a very difficult time 
in the Sunshine State. 

Rumour is that a 
second team is being 
prepared to operate 
from the Gold Coast 
10 


under the management 
of Mr Bill Pursey, late of 
Canoerra Avengers. 

The team will com- 
prise of national repre- 
sentative players from 
the junior ranks, com- 
bined with senior play- 
ers presently being re- 
cruited from the Gold 
Coast region. 

The final decision on 
the viability of the team 
will be decided within 
the next seven days. 


NOTE 


The postponed Melbou- 
me Croatia — Sunshine 
GC game has been re- 
scheduled to Wednesday 
August 3 at 7.30pm at 
Olympic Park. 


If the Demons are to 
Tepeat their first half 
showing against New- 
castle, then Uruguay is in 
deep trouble. Similarly if 
Uruguay is to repeat its 
showing of last week 
against Canberra, then 
they are in trouble yet 
again. 

On form I favour the 
Demons to win by two 
clear goals. 

At Melita Stadium the 
League leaders will wel- 
come the ACT side and 
must win to keep the two 
point gap at the top of the 
ladder intact. In fact, to 
justify its high status 
Melita will have not only 
to win but win well. And 
with Greg Brown and 
Wayne Farnsworth in top 
form, Canberra is in for a 
tough afternoon. 

Canterbury and Ku- 
ting-gai are set to share 
points at Arlington Oval. 
Both sides enjoy playing 
attacking football and 
with Bass, Jeffery and 
Arambasic in good form 
it is expected that some 
goals will be seen at 
Arlington with Ku-ring- 
gai registering its seventh 
straight draw. 

Polonia and Inter 
Monaro will do battle at 
Chopin Park. Neither can 
afford to lose. Polonia, 
regarded as certain to 
take one of the play-off 
spots after round 14 has 
slumped, losing four 
times in the last six out- 
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ings and is desperate for 
points to catch the con- 
tenders for the fourth 
spot on the ladder. 

Inter Monaro will not 
be the side to shy away 
from an all out assault 
and will have some of the 
best strikers in the 
League in Giampaolo and 
Perinovic to prove its 
point. 

Warringah Freshwater 
lost one point against 
Rockdale Ilinden in the 
closing stages of their 
match at Hurstville Oval 
last time the two met. It 
will be desperation stakes 
this time as Freshwater 
will go all out for both 
points to try and escape 
the dreaded bottom of the 
League. [linden will have 
to collect both points to 
continue with its chal- 
lenge for the play off 
spot. 

Wollongong Macedo- 
nia must be favoured to 
upset Sutherland at Kelly 
Park next Sunday while 
Yugal has a tough task 
against Newcastle Austral 
this Saturday. Anything 
but a comfortable win to 
Austral would surprise. 


CEE LIFTS OLYMPIC 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 
GRANT LEE, Sydney Olympic’s dynamic attack- 
ing midfielder, scored two spectacular goals to 
resurrect his team’s slender hopes of cracking a 
spot in the Top Five series in three weeks. 

Thanks to Lee, Sydney Olympic was able to take 
care of Melbourne Croatia 3-1 at the Sydney Football 
Stadium last Wednesday in a deferred NSL clash. 

The 25-year-old former Youth World Cup repre- 
sentative blond midfielder had a ‘sizzler’, repeatedly 
ripping Croatia’s lines apart with powerful crashing 
runs, distributed well throughout the match and iced it 
all up with two lovely goals. 

Terry Patalis, Olympic’s overseas-bound striker later 
this year, opened the score in the 35th minute when he 
dribbled past Croatia’s centre-back George Hannah 
before unleashing a 20 metre drive that 
flashed through Jeff Olver’s outstretched gloves. 

Olympic could easily have nailed another three goals 


“before “drinks” as Jason Polak, John Kosmina and Lee 


went perilously close to the target with their long-range 
efforts. 

But horror struck Olympic six minutes after the 
break to allow Melbourne Croatia off the hook to 
equalise. 5 

Milosevic pumped a long through-ball to striker Paul 
Lewis. Olympic’s trio of Mike Coady, Dave Barrett 
and goalkeeper Clint Gosling appeared to have it co- 
vered but, alas, the three defenders missed the ball 


altogether to allow Lewis to race around them and tap 


the loose ball into an empty net. 

It was then left to Lee to bring home the bacon for 
Olympic as in the 70th minute he latched onto a good 
ball from left-back Gary Phillips to blast a 15 metre 
drive that ricochetted off the left post into the net. 

Seven minutes before the end, that man Lee was in 
again. 

Beating three men (Caleta, Dunn and Olver) in a 
bold and dazzling run from the right and inside the box, 
Lee blasted into the far left corner of the net to nail 
down Melbourne Croatia’s coffin lid. 

Five minutes from fulltime a splendid header by 
Patalis from a well-measured chipped cross from the 
left by Polak, had Olver stretching to tip over the bar. 

An understandably disappointed Melbourne Croatia 
coach, Ian Wallace, lamented later: “We have lost four 
matches recently after being allowed back into the 
game. Olympic was too good for us and could have 
scored another two.”” 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC: Gosling: Barrett, Coady, Hooker, Phillips: 
los, Polak: Patalls, Kosmina. 


Fernandez on the rebound 


FROM 
GRAHAM COOKE 
IT’S not been the 
best of years for Vic 
Fernandez — but 
the man who has 
been described as 
the most naturally 
gifted midfielder in 
ACT Soccer is now 
determined to make 
full use of the re- 
maining weeks of 

the season. 


He’s back at Inter 
Monaro on a circular 
trip which took in 
neighbouring NSW 


ASW’s GREG 
BLAKE can be 
heard on the 
Arthur Higgins 
Sports Show 
5-7pm wkdays 


League club Canberra 
City for the first part of 
1988. 


But he never captured 
the form which made 
him such a formidable 
force for Monaro in 
1987 and, despite scor- 
ing three goals, was in 
and out of the team. 


e 
Vital 
e 2 e z 
juve win 
WITH a rare display of 
emotion Manfred 
Schaefer jumped from 
the Brunswick Juven- 
tus team bench, 
turned to the Olympic 


Park grandstand and 
fisted the sky. 


The delighted Juve 
supporters responded 
with an almighty cheer for 
their new hero. 

It was hardly surprising 
given that the club had 
just managed to claw its 
way out of the relegation 
zone for the first time 
since March by beating St 
George 2-1 at rain-soaked 
Olympic Park last 
Wednesday night. 

They won the game in 
sensational style with a 
91st minute winner from 
Mehmet Durokovic, who 
blasted home a splendidly 
struck freekick from all of 
20 metres. 

The goal ended Saints’ 
five-game winning streak 
and extended Juve’s un- 
defeated run which 
started in Round 20. 

“I meant to put the 
shot on target and it just. 
went in - thank God,” 
said a beaming Durakovic 
from the Juventus rooms 
overflowing with well- 
wishers. 

St George, with a place 
in the top five at stake, 
could consider themselves 
a touch unlucky. 

Saints had had the bet- 
ter of the first half but 
both keepers were in su- 
per form on a night when 
the slippery surface and 
greasy conditions always 
meant the result would be 
something of a lottery. 

Juventus grabbed the 
lead six minutes after 
halftime when Joe Palat- 
sides left Scott Patterson’s 
raking cross for Vlatko 
Belic who was ghosting in 
on the far post and the 
former Footscray star 
knocked his shot first 
time past Mike Gibson. 

Nine minutes later St 
George equalised when 
Andy Koczka sent a close 
range shot skidding past 
Peter Laumets, 

The dragging, scrag- 
ging game rarely rose 
above mediocrity because 
of the abysmal condi- 
tions. 

But Juve found enough 
to finish on and Durako- 
vic’s memorable winner 
made it worth staying on 
for the 90 minutes, at 
least for the Juventus 
fans. 


BRUNSWICK JUVENTUS: 
Laumets, Durakovic, Bellc, In- 
cantalupo, McDowall, Yzen- 
doorn, Palatsides, Lane, Egan, 
Patterson, Zinni (McGrellis 
78th). 

ST GEORGE: Gibson, Fletch- 
er (illic 81th), Grbevski, Moftit, 
O'Conner, O'Shea, Tortevski 
(Dinoudis 84th), Pottler, Kocz- 
ka, Ricoy, Ollerenshaw. 

REFEREE: J McConnell. 
Crowd: 1078. 


Com arisons can be so odious 


BY JOHNNY WARREN 


IF we are to put a stop to the myth about 
crowd support let’s also halt the ridiculous 


comparison of various national teams. 


The 1974 v current 
national team argument 
has been continuously 
kindled by a small sec- 
tion of interested 
parties. 

As in all sports, you 
cannot compare diffe- 
rent eras. 

My own opinion is 
that the current team is 
our best-ever. 

The second best was 
our previous World Cup 
team (1985), third best 
was the 1970 World Cup 
team (playing eight of its 
nine matches AWAY in 
1969, and including the 
defeat of the then cur- 
rent Olympic bronze 
medallist Japan), and 
fourth in ranking, the 
1974 team. 


Adrian 


- w. wi 
(“Noddy”) Alston, right, in action 


ity, the game here has 
improved drastically. 

A player like Manfred 
Schaefer, one of our all- 
time greats, played his 
first game for Australia 
at age 24. 

Frank Farina, at 23, 
has almost 100 in- 
ternational appearances 
and is a year younger 
than Schaefer. 

All of the above is not 
a reflection on whether 
Schaefer is better than 
Farina, but simply that 
players today, thankful- 
ly, are given every 
opportunity to succeed. 


Let’s leave it at that 


and forget the petty . 


comparisons. 


tA aS 


¥ ae 
against 


East Germany in Australia’s 1974 World Cup 
opener in Hamburg. The international press 
voted him Australian Player of the Match. 


That is my opinion. 
Although others will dif- 
fer, however, only those 
like Ray Baartz, Man- 
fred Schaefer, Atti 
Abonyi and John Wat- 
kiss, who were involved, 
can be really objective 
about comparisons. 

But the point here is 
that, surely, we all hope 
the current team is our 
best and that the next 
Australian team will be 
better and that the 1998 
World Cup team will be 
even better still. 

Surely, that’s what we 
all are about. 

Despite our occasio- 


nal self-destruct mental- 


iy 


we 


‘““We had only two 
good players on Sun- 
day” was the reaction of 
leading Brazilian media 
analyst Denes Menezes 
when asked about Bra- 
zil’s performance in the 
Bicentennial Gold Cup 
final. 

“Only goalkeeper 
Taffarel and skipper 
Ricardo were good...” 

Such is Brazil’s 


footballing tradition and 
pedigree that Menezes 
then added: “‘The big- 
gest problem with Brazi- 
lian football at the 
moment is that we don’t 
have enough good 


et 


occeroo fullback Col Curran, right, about to 
tackle West Germany’s Berd Cullman in 1974 
World Cup competition. 


Some people are hard 
to please . . . 


#54 


Here’s more on the 
Soccer discrimination 
stakes — a fact of life 
that will become uncon- 
trollable and totally 
“acceptable” if we are 
not going to take to the 
streets to fight it. 


Winfield Socceroo team- 
mates’ historic 4-1 vic- 
tory over world cham- 
pions Argentina. 

“T went along to the 
Brazil-Australia match 
in Melbourne and really 
enjoyed it. 

“T thought the lads 
played exceptionally 
well and were unlucky 
not to win, but it was the 


Frank Arok has ear- 
marked 22 players for 
Australia’s 1994 World 
Cup bid. 

These 20 to 22-year- 
old young lions will be 
gradually integrated into 
the Winfield Socceroos 
over the next few years 
and will form the basis 
of our 1994 challenge. 

Arok lists the follow- 


= .C 


a ry * 
Frank Farina takes off against the startled Saudis. He scored two power- 


goals to steep Australia to a 3-0 Bicentennial Gold Cup win at Parramatta 


An approach was 
made to the Sydney 
Football Stadium, of 
which I am a life gold 
member along with 
other Socceroos such as 
John Kosmina, Frank 
Farina and John Wat- 
kiss, to run promotional 
tapes on the video 
screens at Rugby 
League club matches 
and the State of Origin 
series. 

The idea was to make 
the other sports aware 
of the Bicentennial Gold 
Cup, the dates, etc., of 
matches to be staged at 
the Sydney Football 
Stadium. 


I was told Rugby 
League would not allow 
it as they had the screen- 
ing rights for their 
matches and that Soccer 
use of the screens during 
Rugby League fixtures 
was “‘not on”. 


Fair enough, yet dur- 
ing the Australia v 
Argentina game and 
Brazil v Australia final, 
numerous promotional 
Messages were screened 
— for the Rugby League 
championship final 
series later this year. 

Again discrimination! 
Again, we sit back and 
do nothing about it and, 
again, we get what we 
deserve! 

tee 

“It ripped my heart 
out, I couldn’t sleep; it 
really cut me up” was 
suspended Gary McDo- 
wall’s reaction to his 


Score a Million 
Big One! 


Stadium. 


Argentina match that 
really brought it all 
home,”’ reflected an 
emotional Gary McDo- 
wall when I spoke to 
him last week. 

Twenty-eight-year old 
Gary McDowall, effec- 
tively banned from in- 
ternational football for 
the rest of his career, 
has been unfairly tre- 
ated according to most 
closely associated with 
the game. 

“T’ll always regret the 
Israeli incident. How- 
ever, if I’d really hurt 
the guy and put him in 
hospital or out of the 
game with a serious in- 
jury, I could understand 
the suspension,’’ he 
said. 

“But I didn’t hurt 
him. In fact, he was 
acting and played on 
after I was sent off. 

“You see some pretty 
crude fouls in many 
matches, yet no one gets 
a ban like mine,” says 
an obviously and under- 
standably bitter Gary 
McDowall. 

One couldn’t agree 
with McDowall more on 
the last point. 

Sergio Batista’s leg- 
breaking tackle on 
Robbie Dunn is a per- 
fect example of some of 
the bad stuff that goes 
on. 

Batista escaped with a 
yellow card when he 
could well have ended 
Robbie Dunn’s career 
with his over-the-top 
“challenge”. 


ing players as current 
fringe national team 
members: 

Paul Trimboli (South 
Melbourne), Aurelio 
Vidmar (Adelaide City), 
Robbie Hooker (Sydney 
Olympic), Pedro Ricoy 
(St George), Ernie Tapai 
(Footscray), Andy Kocz- 
ka (St George), Gary 
Van Egmond 
(Footscray), Angie Post- 
ecoglou (South Melbou- 
re), Craig Moffitt (St 
George), Scott 
Ollerenshaw (St 
George), Abbas Saad 
(Sydney Olympic), 
David Healey (South 
Melbourne), Mark Jones 
(Sydney Croatia), Jason 
Polak (Sydney Olympic), 
Warren Spink 
(Footscray), Kurt 
Reynolds (Apia), Steve 
Jackson (Preston), 
Robert Zabica (Ade- 
laide City), Bill Piculovs- 
ki (Preston), Mehmet 
Durakovic (Brunswick), 
John Markovski (Sun- 
shine), Jason Kearton 
(Brisbane Lions), Ran- 
dall Easthorpe (Wollon- 
gong), Joe Palatsides 
(Brunswick), Paul Fer- 
nandez (South Melbou- 
rne), Mike Grbevski 
(Saints). 


Australian skipper 
Charlie Yankos perfor- 
ming the traditional 
pre-match formalities 
during the Gold Cup 
— with Brazil, above; 
Saudi Arabia, centre; 
and Argentina. 


CHARLIE Yankos’ off-the-cuff remark at a 
post-match press conference that “two 
years ago we used to be booed off the 
field” has been taken out of context and 
picked up by younger members of the 
media as the normal support for the Win- 
field Socceroos. 

Nothing could be further from the truth. 

For as long as I care to remember, the Australian 
team has received the support of the public when 
they earnt it. 

Off the top of my head, I can recall many times 
when an Australian national team received 
tremendous crowd support. 

The Olympic Games in Melbourne in 1956 was 
my first experience of the Australian public backing 
the national team — in Australia’s matches against 
India and Japan. 

In my own time, we couldn’t have asked for more 
in “Uncle Joe” Vlasits’ day, especially when airports 
would be packed with supporters and well-wishers 


The 1969 World Cup qualification decider against 
Israel saw the old Sydney Sportsground packed with 
a sell-out 33,000 crowd supporting the Socceroos. 

Rale Rasic and his team can recall many wonder- 
ful matches with full-hearted, patriotic support 
when the team played here and overseas. 


The Arok era has had its splendid crowd support 
moments — the Israeli battles, the Scotland World 
Cup decider, the New Zealand World Cup match, 
Dinamo Zagreb, Juventus, Vasco, Udinese, Glas- 
gow Rangers all come readily to mind as occasions 
the national team received fabulous hometown 
support. 

So let’s put a stop once and for all to the widely 
publicised belief that until two years ago the Soccer- 
oos were booed off the park everytime they played. 


JOHNNY WARREN 


Remember, only 
Lotto gives you 
a chance at a 
million every 
time you play. 
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Roller-coaster for 


Georgie, Croatia 


BY GREG BLAKE 
THE intangibles of 
character, both within 
individuals and as a 
team unit, can make 
or break a coach. 

Just ask John Gardiner 
or Ian Wallace, two canny 
Scots who’ve both en- 
dured a season of emotio- 
nal roller-coaster rides 
with their club teams. 

Wallace, as coach of 


enigmatic Melbourne 
Croatia, has seen his team 
flirt with the top five all 
season only to slump in 
the games that count. 

Gardiner’s Sunshine 
George Cross has con- 
founded the critics all sea- 
son long to hold a place in 
the five, but a recent spell 
of four defeats in five 
games has dented Geor- 
gie’s chance of a finals 
berth. 

In both cases the 


THE Young Socceroos will go to Indonesia 
on Monday, to participate in a senior 
tournament. 


The opportunity came from out of the blue, with 
the Indonesian authorities meeting the accommoda- 


tion and travel expenses. 


Under 20 coach Les Scheinflug said: 


“For 


months I have been hoping for such a competition to 


turn up, and now it has. 


“We have to go to Fiji in September for the 
Oceania qualifying round for the World Youth 


Championship. 


“The Indonesian competition will enable us to 
fine tune the team in readiness. 


“It gives us a much better chance to win a place 
in the World finals, to be held in Saudi Arabia next 


March.” 


2 


QVO@OO 


On Completion of Course Players receive 
* Certificates 

* Top Soccer Clinic 
* Most promising players offered a 2 week trial 
at participating NSL + State League clubs 
* Prizes drawn every week (incl Mitre Soccer pais 


‘character’ of the teams in 
question has played a ma- 
jor role in dictating the 
fluctuating fortunes of 
Croatia and George Cross 
in 1988. 

The quality and depth 
of a team can only take it 
so far. 

The coach’s most diffi- 
cult job is to harness and 
control the minds of the 
individuals. 

As Gardiner says: 
“Why is it that a team 
like Apia could take all 
before it in 1987 and then 
come out and play as it 
has this year? 

Why indeed? For 
much the same reason an 
individual might respond 
to one coach and not 
another. 

Tan Wallace has public- 
ly questioned the commit- 
ment of his players - at 
least some of them - on a 
couple of occasions this 
season, and why 
shouldn’t he? 

Of the 1988 Melbourne 
NSL outfits, Melbourne 
Croatia, on paper, looks 
as good as any. 

But games, as they say, 
aren’t played on paper. 

Wallace has gritted his 
teeth and tugged at his 
hair in frustration as 
Croatia three times had 
its chance to cement a 


IAN WALLACE 
spot in the five and has 
failed on each occasion. 

He doesn’t have the 
answer. 

If he did, no doubt he’d 
bottle it and make a for- 
tune selling it on the open 
market. 

Gardiner hasn’t the ta- 
lent at his disposal that he 
might have at Hellas or 
Croatia, but his recent 


autographed by Socceroos) 
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PLAGES LIMITED BOOK EARLY =: 


COST: $30 DEPOSIT — BALANCE PAYABLE 6-8-88 
PLEASE ENCLOSE $30 CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER MADE 
PAYABLE TO JUNIOR SOCCEROO CLINICS 


Sa 
first 
Saturday 


problems have been 
none-the-less frustrating. 

When Georgie lost at 
home to Adelaide City re- 
cently, the fourth defeat 
in five games, Gardiner 
left the change rooms af- 
ter the game and refused 
to speak to his players. 

It was no hot-tempered 
display of petulance by 
the George Cross boss. 

In the cool light of day, 
Gardiner is still, no closer 
to understanding why his 
charges falter at crucial 
times but he does reason 
that teams (like Apia 
1987) can only be “up” 
for a certain underter- 
mined length of time. 

“It is possible that it 
becomes hard for a team 


State League Sensation — \van Duzel (St Albans Dinamo) + many more NSL Stars 


Clinics to be conducted over 4 Sat. Mornings 
Beginning 6-8-88 9AM-2PM (LUNCH IS PROVIDED 12-1) 


ANY school or club supplying 30 players will re- 
ceive FREE two hours coaching at their school or 
club by one of our specialist coaches. 


HOME PH N°: 
CLUB/SCHOOL 


JOHN GARDINER 


to maintain a run for too 
long,” Gardiner ex- 
plained. 

“For my team it has 
been a run from mid-way 
through last year to now 
with little or no break be- 
tween seasons. 

“If you took the games 
between when we started 
our run and now we’d be 
top of the league.” 

Facts do bear out his 
point: from July 1987 to 
July 1988 George Cross 
has won 12 and drawn 11 
of its 30 matches in the 
NSL. 

“I look at the players 
at training now and won- 
der if they are just 
jaded,” he says. 

Gardiner’s job at 


George Cross is one of 
the most testing of any 
coach in the league. 

Up against it financial- 
ly, his current club lacks 
both the ability to buy 
success and the luxury of 
any great depth. 


“To be honest, I never 
expected to do so well, 
especially after the 6-0 
drubbing in the first 
game,” he explained. 

“But the players 
started to put it together 
and the media then starts 
talking about us being a 
top five chance and en- 
thusiasm is high. 

“Enthusiasm, that’s a 
great big factor. 

“We need 10 or 11 
players out working 
together every week, 
otherwise we are a very 
ordinary team.” 


Wallace agrees: “You 
can carry one or two 
players, otherwise it’s a 
struggle.” 

Wallace admits he’s 
had to carry too many 
players in big games this 
season. 

“Sometimes the press- 
ure has been too much for 
some of them,” he says. 

“But part of the job is 
to try and keep the play- 
ers’ confidence up and 
keep their attitude right. 

“The important thing 
is to speak to the players 
as individuals. 

“Some players might 
respond to a bollocking 
and others might not. 

_“You’ve got to try and 
fathom the players and 
get to know their weak- 
nesses.” 


Featuring Socceroos — Robbie Dunn, Jeff Olver, Mike Petersen, Gary McDowall, Paul Wade, Alan Davidson. 
NSL Stars — Josip Biskic, Branko Milosevic, Jozo Antolovic (Melb Croatia) 
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Coaching Possibility 
for Craig Johnston 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


LIVERPOOL’S suspended midfielder or 


winger Craig Johnston could later turn his 
hand to coaching at home in Australia. 


That’s the conclusion 
I find myself drawing 
following a telephone 
discussion with him to 
his Liverpool home. 

Johnston, stood down 
by the famous English 
club for a fortnight over 
his refusal to attend pre- 
season training, is com- 
pletely determined to 
return. 

And that is despite 
being obligated to play a 
further year at Anfield 
to complete his two year 
contract. 

Referring to his 
deepest wish to be on 
the spot to attend to his 
now handicapped sister, 
Faye, he said: “The 
welfare of our family 
comes first.” 

Faye, 26, needs help 
to overcome the physi- 
cal disabilites occa- 
sioned whenshe was 
affected by gas fumes 
whilst on vacation in 
Morocco. 

But, when questioned 
on his possible future, as 
a coach, he first of all 
replied: “I don’t know, 
but I have a very sick 
sister to attend to.” 


Pressed further, John- 
ston wasn’t prepared to 
deny that football 
coaching in Australia 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


THE National Soccer League has decided to 
switch to summer football from the end of 


next year. 


The proposed sequ- 
ence of events is: 


© 1988 season ends 
September 4, 1988. 

@ 1989 season opens 
January 27, 1989. 

© 1989 season con- 
cludes August, 1989. 

@ 1989-90 season 
opens November, 1989, 
going into recess over 
Christmas/New Year. 

© 1989/90 season con- 
cludes June, 1990; after 
which international 
events are planned. 


The scheme however 
is subject to further 
approval. 


NSL chairman Sam 
Papasavas said: “We 


were very pleased with 
the early summer 
attendances earlier this 
year, after we began 
with the Beach Fashions 
Cup games on January 
24. 


“This was done to 
provide for Australia’s 
possible participation in 
the Olympic Games 
finals, and fortunately 
we won through. 


“The Socceroos’ re- 
sults in the Bicentennial 
Gold Cup have opened 
up new vistas for the 
game. 


“I believe that we 
will receive approaches 
from television net- 


was indeed a possibility. 

Liverpool has 
threatened legal action 
in a bid to retain the ser- 
vices of their wayward 
superstar. 

But Johnston isn’t 
having any, and told me 
he and his family could 
well be back living with 
his parents in ten days 
time. 

He and Jenny already 
own a home in the tran- 
quil Lake Macquarie 
area near Newcastle. 

The last major squab- 
ble with Liverpool came 
when Johnston returned 
to Australia to be with 
Jenny for the birth of 
daughter Chelsea. 

She is now 3-1/2 and 
Cassie 2. 

He missed the start of 
the season, but was later 
welcomed back into the 
fold when Kenny Daigl- 
ish replaced Joe Fagan 
as manager. 

Johnston indicated 
that he had made no 
move to leave until he 
had the advice of the 
powerful Players Union. 

The position original- 
ly erupted just before 
the FA Cup final in 
May, when he revealed 
his plans to a shocked 
world wide audience. 

Liverpool subse- 
quently lost the final to 
underdogs, Wimbledon. 

Johnston holds no dis- 
like for Liverpool, 


Summer Soccer for late 1989 


works and prospective 
sponsors, who will wish 
to be part of Soccer’s 
new era.” 

Speaking of Mel- 
bourne, Mr Papasavas 
would like to see Middle 
Park floodlit, as only 
Olympic Park is avail- 
able for night games in 
Melbourne. 

Mr Papasavas fore- 
sees that players will be 
better paid, to enable 
them to put more time 
into the game. 

He also feels that 
Australia’s overseas- 
based stars could be- 
come more available to 
play for their country in 
our midwinter, when 
Eurpoean competitions 
are closed. 

There are thoughts 
that publicity will ease 
as other football codes 
will be out of action for 
part of the summer Soc- 


saying that they must 
deal with matters from a 
strictly business point of 
view. 


He added: “I bear no 
Tesentment to my fellow 
players either. I would 


Brian Emery leaves 


top ASF position 


BRIAN EMERY is to 
leave his position as 
excecutive director 
of the Australian 
Soccer Federation 
at the end of the 
month. 

He has had over 6 
years in the post, in a 
turbulent period of de- 
velopment of the code in 
Australia. 

He first came into 
national prominence 
with the organising of 
the World Youth 
Championship finals in 
1981. 

Prior to that he had 
come through the NSW 
Amateur administration 
ranks, previously ser- 
ving as a leading official 
in the big Manly War- 
ringah district. 

The 1981 series 
proved to be quite a suc- 
cess, and later on Brian 
Le Fevre found it neces- 
sary to quickly vacate 
the national scene due 
to pressing health prob- 


cer season. 

However, there 
obviously will be a deal 
of pressure from cricket, 
the traditional summer 
sport. 

Apia-Leichhardt pres- 
ident Joe Prestia said 
that his club would go 
along with the 14 team 
League, to avoid too 
many changes to the 
system. 

St George president 
Alex Pongrass express- 
ed qualified support. 

“Only time will tell 
whether a change to 
summer can succeed. 

“It must be remem- 
bered that West End’s 
contract ends at the con- 
clusion of next season,” 
he said. 

Soccer has been play- 
ed successfully for years 
in late January/February 
- October/December is 
the period in question. 


lems. 

Mr Emery has had to 
grapple with many prob- 
lems on state, national, 
Oceania and world 
levels. ‘ 

He has recently wide- 


like to see them go on 
and take out the double 
in the coming season.” 


ly pointed to the difficul- 
ties involved in handling 
the job, which has had 
to be carried out with 
limited senior assist- 
ance. 

He has not yet 
announced which new 
field of endeavour he 
will be entering. 

Those involved in 
Soccer will wish him 
well in his further activi- 


ties. 
— KEITH GILMOUR 


TO: IN SPORT 


Brunswick Juventus 


versus 


Preston Makedonia 


This Sunday July 31 
Olympic Village 2.30pm 
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with an 
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$36” (Incl. Postage & Handling) 
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va Chit 


Chat... 


WHICH coach con- 


Newly appointed Fairy 


pocket, our Media man 


setting the world on fire 


the Bicentennial Gold 


fronted a club official Meadow Italia coach discovered a tea bag. in reserve grade but Cup final. 
last week, just as the Glenn Fontana is kept coach Gerry Walker When a well-wisher 
team bus was about to busy since taking over xke took a gamble on him in asked if the Argentine 


depart from a football 
ka 


ground? 

The club official, 
obviously upset by his 
team’s loss, couldn’t 
have picked a worse time 


the job from Larry Gaff- 
ney recently. 

Fontana has opted to 
continue playing in the 
Illawarra competition 
with Corrimal, coached 


It seems Barney King 
made the right decision 
when he quit Fairy 
Meadow Italia to join 
ISA club Shellharbour 
as player-coach this 


the top team and it paid 
off. 


Arancibia turned on a 
polished performance in 
midfield and contained 
the talented Bobby 
Tupanceski. 


had presented Dunn 
with the strip, the Aussie 
defender said, “Yes, and 
this too,” revealing a 
heavily stitched shin 
wound, courtesy of the 


or place to attack his by Adrian Alston and  ceason. - giant South American. 
coach. Terry Hurley. i One Fernhill official 
But in front of all his He is usually seen in _ After their recent 2-0 was surprised to sce tek 


action with Corrimal on 


Saturdays and on the - 


Italia bench on Sundays. 


Recently, he had to 
play on Saturday after- 
noon and race to Sydney 
to Italia’s game against 
Granville-Chile at Gar- 
ae Park for a 6.30 kick- 
off. 


win over the strong 
West-Figtree side, Shell- 
harbour took a five 
point lead and seem to 
have a stranglehold on 
the championship. 


While King has been a 
big success as coach, he 
has also scored some 
very important goals, 
opening the score in the 


Arancibia trot out with 
the first grade side. 

“I had arrived at the 
ground during the re- 
serve grade match and 
honestly thought he must 
have been dropped from 
that team to the bench,” 
the official said. 


SA’s FIFA whistler 
Donald Campbell had a 
memorable Bicentennial 
Gold Cup final. 

He received Brazilian 
captain Ricardo’s shirt; 
had the match ball 
signed by the Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke, 
and received praise from 


nil. It wasn’t a very game against Figtree. ing that well but really Brazil coach Carlos . Sele 

os that’s only successful PPSERUON, Tx He said after that rola’ vast be could * Alberto Silva and FIFA Robbie Dunn (furtherest right) 
halftime score... orrimal lost and the game he has to impress When given his chance president Dr Joao Have- ‘i “We are coming to 
best Italia could do was of his players that they first grade.” lange — but he did not bs eek Pes ag Australia not with a 
tok a 3-3 draw. can’t get carried away as pick up a commemora- than impressed with team of old, decayed, 
WHO gave a leading tok after beating Figtree. tive medal. Sunshine George Cross’ veteran players but with 
oalkee ainkillers “ ly had Those only went to tactics in their recent, a Squad of young talents 
pOPBRatbi eC anENSI We, eallye: Ba members of the winning match City won 2-1 in Which will form the basis 


just before an NSL 
match last week? This 
had the giant custodian 
groggy until the effect of 


Wollongong City have 
plenty of talent in their 
squad this season and 
like to have their little 


ourselves motivated for 
that game and have to 
keep our minds on the 
job in that last five 


THE West End Soccer 
League’s longest serving 
player, Adelaide City 
captain Bugsy Nyskohus 


Brazilian squad. 

A piece of history was 
made in the match too. 
It was the first time a 


Melbourne. 

“I’m surprised their 
tactics are tolerated,” 
said Matic. “It was a 


of our team in its quest 
to win our fourth World 
Cup, and which will win 
the Bicentennial Gold 


the tablets wore off. es on away trips. games,” he said. may retire from the NSL Tauck . had i 2 
They weren’t only se Brishane iecontlys Shellharbour’s success at the end of the season. ed a paket Sas very physical game and be lee tah oa 
painkillers but SEDA- the team bus was passing is something of a family _ Nyskohus will have with Campbell as bore the brunt of it Pa wares 
‘TIVES as well. Expo and a player said it affair with two sets of talks with coach Zoran  jeferee yet we got two cautions OF Brazilian presiden 
i i i i E E to their one after taking Octavio Guimaeres 
looked great and he was brothers in the first Matic and coaching co Previously, Campbell {0 tneit one aller taki"B shen I met him in Rio 

kee keen to visit the place. grade side. ordinator Johnny Perin wag in charge of Austra-  {ocation.” Pp avenneck ace! 


ADELAIDE City coach 
Zoran Matic wants to see 
Australia capitalising on 
the Socceroos’ success in 
the Gold Cup. 

“We have got to go 
out and get people aware 
and interested now that 
Australia has shown how 
well it can do,” said 
Matic. 

We get people going to 
Greek and Italian re- 
staurants, now we must 
get them going to their 
game too.” : 

Matic, though, said it 
might be beneficial for 
clubs to drop ethnic 
titles. 

“We definitely have 
been better accepted in 
the community as Ade- 
laide City than as Juven- 


Goalkeeper Warwick 
Young said he wasn’t at 
all interested because he 
always tried to avoid big 
crowds. 

A voice in the back- 
ground: “Is that why 
you play in the NSL?” 

On the same trip, a 
player walked up to a 
Wollongong Soccer wri- 
ter, looking around fur- 
tively, and said he was 
grateful for a story the 
scribe had written about 
him. 
“I don’t think the 
other blokes appreciate 
that kind of thing,” the 
player said. “Here, have 
a drink on me.” 

With that he slipped 
something in the press- 
man’s top pocket. 

Five minutes later 


The fullback com- 
bination is Brad and 
Scott Fowler while 
Geoff Robinson is 
goalie and his brother, 
Barry, plays striker. 


xa 


Fernhill’s Alex Aranci- 
bia had a sudden rise to 
fame in the recent 6-0 
win against Cringila at 
Towragdi Park. 
Arancibia hadn’t been 


Big ASF Changes 


in the next couple of 
weeks to decide his 
plans for next season. 

He may be player- 
coach of City’s Roth- 
mans League squad next 
year. 


wk 


SOCCEROO Robbie 
Dunn proudly wore the 
Argentina strip of maes- 
tro Sergio Batista as he 
waited to play Brazil in 


FRIDAY’S ASF annual meeting will end Sir 
Arthur George’s remarkable 19 year period 
in the demanding position of national pres- 


ident. 
He is expected to fill 


jobs included cleaning 


lia’s 2-0 win over Uru- 
guay in 1974 and the 
Gold Cup scoreless 
draw between Brazil 
and Argentina. 


kak 


THOUGH played down 
by Johnny Warren in his 
ASW column, the media 
man who posed the ques- 
tion to Argentina pre- 
tournament over poten- 
tial onfield violence in 
the Gold Cup obviously 
was well close to the 
mark. 

The world champions, 
once the going went 
against them, did not en- 
dear themselves to oppo- 
nents, fans or officials 
with their behaviour. 

Seems leopards cannot 


xk 


DAVID JACK, former 
ASW editor and Sydney 
Sun Soccer writer, and 
wife Rose have recently 
been touring in Canada. 
They are now in England 
and wili return to their 
NSW South Coast home 
after visiting Ireland. 


kkk 


Ron Bowman has been 
appointed by the Board 
of the Blacktown City 
Soccer Club Limited, as 
the new President of the 
Soccer side of the Club. 
Ron is a well known 
Soccer identity and com- 
es to the Demons with a 
vast knowledge of the 
State League scene. 
Greg Gingell con- 


Few, after Brazil’s 
stunning final perform- 
ance, will doubt 
Guimaeres and even 
fewer will forget the 
likes of Romario, Mul- 
ler, Geovani, Valdo, 
Nelsinho and Co, 


Kak 


Our Young Socceroos 
are now back in busi- 
ness, under the control 
of Les Scheinflug and 
Raul Blanco. 

A tournament in In- 
donesia from August 5- 
17, against the national 
teams of Indonesia, Chi- 
na, Thailand and 
Malaysia, will be the 
ideal preparation for the 
first round of elimina- 
tion matches against 


tus,” he said. when he felt inside the pe up a financial mess over change their spots. tinues as Senior Vice New Zealand, Taiwan, 

: we ao position -of a claim for money due to a president ath Bob Fiji and Papua New 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA trsmnyht ine Victoran Soccer bestia Thenenly Guat iach 
Federation. tok appointed Junior Vice Fiji late in August. 


SOCCER is very much alive and well in Papua 
New Guinea, according to FIFA instructor Eric 
Worthington, who has just returned from a 
working visit to our northern neighbours. 

Worthington, the Rothmans Foundation National 
Director of Soccer Coaching spent more than a week at 
the Papua New Guinea Institute of Sport, instructing a 
specially selected group of 19 local coaches. 

They were being groomed as provincial tutors in a 
national programme to improve the skills of players in 
towns and villages throughout the country. 

Worthington last visited Papua New Guinea in 1978. 
“There’s been a tremendous improvement in the code 
over the past decade. I was very impressed by the 
quality of the play I saw on the last day of the National 


Championships”, he said. 


“The Papua New Guineans are natural ball players, 
with lovely touch. With a tightening of team discipline 
they could become internationally competitive.” 

The Papua New Guinea Institute of Sport has 
embarked on a five year plan for the development of 
Soccer. The Rothmans Foundation agreed to release 
Worthington to provide input to the plan, as part of the 
Foundation’s programme of “coaching the coaches”. 


pated. 

Those standing for 
president are Ian Bru- 
sasco (Qld), John Con- 
stantine (NSW), Charlie 
Perkins (ACT) and Jack 
Reilly (Vic). 

The two vice-presi- 
dents will be drawn from 
Ian Brusasco, Sam 
Papasavas (NSL) and 
Charlie Perkins. 

Sir Arthas’s earliest 


“Arthur George 


His creation, the 
Bicentennial Gold Cup 
and the record of the 
Australian born or 
trained squad, will stand 
as a fitting climax to his 
term of office. 

When it comes to run- 
ning a football code, it is 
interesting to note the 
manner in which the 
VFL has operated. 

The League itself and 
the various clubs have 
brought in the tycoons 
(including many who ar- 
rived in Australia as 
migrants) as well as fill- 
ing the necessary top 
and mid-management 
with high quality per- 
sonnel. 

To compete in future, 
it is certain that Soccer 
will have to open up en- 
tirely new vistas in buil- 
ding the game. 


And another Australian 
player of Latin descent, 
St George’s Pedro 
Ricoy, is also set to try 
his luck in red-hot Span- 
ish professional football. 

Ricoy is supposed to 
leave at the end of the 
current season, but is re- 
luctant to name the club 
which has offered him a 
trial. 


Andrew Bernal has re- 
jected a one-year con- 
tract with England 
Second Division Ipswich 
Town and is own his way 
back to Australia — “to 
study”, he says. 

Bernal played for 
Spain’s First Division 
Gijon before moving to 
England where he made 


10 first team appear-' 


ances for Ipswich. 


President. 

Along with the 
-talented Peter Thorne as 
Soccer Secretary this 
makes a strong team to 
support Les Scheinflug 
and his players in their 
quest for a place in the 
National League. 


week 


In recognition of their 
splendid performances 
in the Bicentennial Gold 
Cup, the Sydney-based 
Socceroos last Saturday 
were presented with the 
inaugural Westfield 
Awards for Sporting Ex- 
cellence. 

The Socceroos hand- 
ed out posters, signed 
Soccer balls and other 
souvenirs to a large and 
appreciative gathering 
after the presentation. 


The top two will then 
play-off against two 
Asian opponents later in 
the year for a place in 
the World Youth 
Championships, to be 
hosted by Saudi Arabia, 
in February 1989. 

The new look Young 
Socceroos, who had a 
week's training camp at 
NSW Soccer Federation 
headquarters at Parklea 
last week, are: Tony 
Giannasca, Peter Ben- 
nett, Steve Georgiakis, 
Dominic Longo, Steve 
Horvath, Sean Murphy, 
Mark Brazzalle, George 
Slifkas, Zlavko Aram- 
basic, John Markovski, 
Zoran Illic, Greg Dick- 
inson, Greg Mills, John 
Gibson, Stefan Jee, Pe- 
ter Murray, Milan Bla- 
gojevic, Andrew Petter- 
son, Craig Hoogen- 
doorn, Steve Refenes, 
Andrew Roberts, John 


i s Filan. 
The exclusive choice of . Vii] i // Ok THOSE HO Ivavtre z 
NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE and." onary papell ss rigs maine ie AUSTRALIAN 
= JE and Cay 
ENGLISH and SCOTTISH LEAGUES HUE Ae ae SOCCER 
Ly PE 
——e ANNUAL 


Ne te er ee ee ee ee a ee none ap ne engine rermees ana gimme e gee ane 


=| QUEENSLAND 
SOCCER FEDERATION 


The QSF is proudly sponsored by... 


Queensiand’s Greg Russell reports... 


Yy BOND BREWING 


Our beer 


Bitter Cutillas wants out 


BY GREG RUSSELL 


SACKED Brisbane Lions coach Juan Cutil- 
las is negotiating with “a successful” Syd- 


ney club for the 1988 season. 


Cutillas, who now 
coaches Olympic United 
in the Queensland 
XXXX League, refused 
to reveal the identity of 
the Sydney club but it 
would not surprise if his 
Greek friends at Olym- 
pic have put him in con- 
tact with Sydney 
Olympic. 

Cutillas was 
appointed Olympic Un- 


Acacia 


blows it 


ACACIA Ridge may 
have blown promo- 
tion to the 
League by losing a 
vital catch-up game 
to Lions last week. 

The Ridge, coached 
by former Mount Gra- 
vatt mentor Eric 
Thompson, would have 
hit the lead in the excit- 
ing Division Two prom- 
otion race had they won 
the game in hand. 

But three goals in 12 
minutes against a woeful 
defence ended any 
hopes Ridge had of 
zooming to the top of 
the table. Lions, who 
were seventh in the 
table, ran out 3-1 
winners. 

The result could have 
handed promotion to 
Pine Rivers, coached by 
former Brisbane City 
National League mid- 
fielder Bobby Hamilton. 

Prior to last 
weekend’s round of fix- 
tures, Rivers held a two 
point lead over Ridge 
and have a much easier 
run into the end of the 
season. With Ridge 
already having played, 
and beaten Rivers, the 
Acacia side now must 
win all its remaining 
matches, and hope Roy- 
ers suffer an unexpected 
loss. 

“We have only 
ourselves to blame,’’ 
Thompson admitted. 
“We had the chance to 
put ourselves in the lead 
and now our hopes of 
promotion rest in some- 
one else’s hands.” 

The Ridge’s remain- 
ing games are littered 
with tough hurdles. 
They face a home match 
against Ampol Cup 
quarter-finalists Nerang, 
an away game against 
long-time bogey team 
and derby rivals Inala 
City and a final fixture 
against Lions. 

Rivers’ remaining 
games are against lowly 
sides with the exception 
of a match against Bar- 
don, whose early season 
form has slipped of late. 

“*We’re in a good 
position,but we realise 
only one slip could cost 
us promotion. There 
will be no easy games 
for us,” Hamilton said. 


ited coach just a fort- 
night after being sacked 
by Lions, but made it 
clear he was staying only 
until the end of the 
season. 

He said he was ‘‘90 
percent” certain of mov- 
ing to Sydney in 1989, 
but admitted that at this 
stage of negotiations, he 
was not sure whether it 
was to coach an NSL 
team or work with his 
new club’s reserves or 
youth side. 

Ironically, Sydney 
Olympic coach Eddie 
Thomson has long indi- 
cated he wants to move 
to Brisbane and, in fact, 
several years ago even 
applied for a regional 
director of coaching 
position in the Sunshine 
State. 

Cutillas said stepping 
back to the XXXX 
League after being in- 
volved in the NSL had 
convinced him his future 
was in the national com- 
petition. 

“I want to work in top 
Soccer and I must go to 
a successful club and 
work my way in,’’ he 
said. “I want to get with 
people who appreciate 
my talents. When I go, 
the people in Queens- 
land will realise they are 
losing another good 
man,” Cutillas said. 


The Spaniard, who 
has coached in Queens- 
land for three years after 
fleeing the Phillipines 
where he was national 
team coach, is bitter 
over his treatment at 
Lions. 


“I was best for them if 
they hoped to avoid re- 
legation and the results 
of the team since I left 
have proved that,” he 
said. “I trusted a lot of 
people when I went to 
Lions, but in the end 
they meddled and acted 
behind my back.” 


Cutillas said he was 
getting out of Queens- 
land Soccer because 
“the coaching in 


Queensland is too much 
English-orientated’”’ — 
seemingly an accusation 
pointed at State Di- 
rector of Coaching 
Bruce Stowell. 

Cutillas said his ex- 
perience with Lions had 
altered his whole out- 


look on Soccer. “I will 
not go to a struggling 
club again. Once is 
enough,” he said. 

“Tt was the worse ex- 
perience of my coaching 
life. I just want to get 
away and start over 
again.” 


BRISBANE LIONS’ outstanding. young 
goalkeeper Jason Kearton is among the 
early contenders for the Queensland player 
of the year title to be announced at the 
annual Australian Soccer Press Association 
(Qld) awards night at Perry Park on Friday, 


October 21. 


Kearton, 17, has been 
in outstanding form in 
the struggling Lions 
team and in a number of 
matches has almost sing- 
le-handed turned back 
the opposition. Kearton 
was widely tipped last 
year to win the ASPA 
“Rookie of the Year” 
award and the ANZ 
Colt of the Year scholar- 
ship. 

But the Rookie title 
went to Easts’ Scott 
Playle, who turned a 
trial with Glasgow Ran- 
gers into an extended 
stint in the club’s reserve 
team. North Star’s 
Shane Haddow, now at 
the Institute of Sport, 
won the ANZ Award. 

Brisbane Lions full- 
back Frank Mengotti is 
the reigning Queensland 
Player of the Year, and 
will come into conten- 
tion again after a string 
of consistent perform- 
ances this season. 

It could be a season, 
though, when a XXXX 
League player outshines 
the NSLers and wins the 
trophy. Brisbane City’s 
Kieran Cooper, who 
already looks to have 
one hand on the leading 
scorer prize, will come 
into contention while 
North Star captain Billy 
Williamson is another 
who is expected to poll 
well. - 


= a 


JASON KEARTON makes a tremendous block for Brisbane Lions against Apia 


Williamson looked 
odds-on to win the 
Rothman’s medal last 
season until a second of 
indiscretion saw him 
sent off in a cup match 
and thereby ruled in- 
eligible for the Best and 
Fairest medal. 


SCOTT PLAYLE 


Brisbane City 
goalkeeper. Wayne 
Evans is another who 
has had a big year and is 
likely to collect votes in 
the ASPA Player of the 
Year award while Easts’ 


INTEREST is build- 
ing in the Queens- 
land Soccer Work- 
shop to be held at 
Perry Park on Satur- 
day, August 13. 

And interestingly, the 
first person to register to 
attend was one of the 
code’s most outspoken 
columnists, Eric Thom- 


Leichhardt at Lambert Park 


Queensland stopper 
Stein Grodum is among 
those who have had 
solid seasons. 

Saving a team from 
relegation could count 
as much as winning a 
title when the ASPA 
members sit down to 
vote on the coach of the 
year. The battle to avoid 
the drop back into Divi- 
sion Two is set to be the 
overriding issue in the 
closing weeks of the sea- 
son and if Fred Robins 
can save Ipswich Un- 
ited, he is certain to poll 
well. 


Brisbane City’s Matt 
Carson is a former 
ASPA Coach of the 
Year and could be favo- 
tite for the award again 
if he can guide City to 
the premiership and 
back into the NSL. 

Other awards made 
yearly at the ASPA din- 
ner include Referee of 
the Year, which last sea- 
son went to Tony Slater, 
and Players’ Player of 
the Year, an inaugural 
award last season which 
was won by Coalstars’ 
Andy Ogden. 


The Reg Erskine 
Memorial Award for 
services to Soccer will 
again be presented as 
will the George Roberts 
Memorial Award for the 
best Queensland player 
in the interstate clash 
which was won by 
Kearton. 

Players and officials 
from all XXXX League 
clubs are urged to keep 
Friday, October 21 free 
for what. is traditionally 
one of Soccer’s big 
nights. 

— GREG RUSSELL 


son. It was Thompson 
who more than 12 
months ago called for a 
Soccer Workshop in his. 
weekly column in GO 
SOCCER magazine. 

“It was my suggestion 
and although it’s taken 
the QSF 12 months to 
act, and pay someone 
else to put it on, I’m 
keen to attend,” Thom- 


Gold Coast 
in Cup final 


GOLD Coast, under the guidance of Austra- 
lian women’s team assistant coach Jim 
Selby, have qualified for the Queensland 
Ampol Cup final. 

And the regional team has been rewarded for its 
bold run in the statewide knockout competition by 
being given the right to host the final against North 
Star. 

The cup final will be staged at Ashmore on Sun- 
day, August 14. 

Only two previous cup finals have been held out- 
side of Brisbane. In 1981 Across The Waves and 
Grange Thistle clashed in Bundaberg while 
Townsyille Kern hosted Ipswich United in 1982. 

If their semi-final performances were an indica- 
tion, both teams will have to lift their games to gain 
the silverware. 

Gold Coast were well below their best in downing 
North Queensland 2-1 while North Star gave a lack- 
lustre performance against an even more disappoin- 
te Mount Gravatt to book their final place with a 1- 

win. 

North Star will be playing in their fourth final in 
five years and on that cup form will start favorites. 
But Gold Coast will gain an edge thanks to the home 
ground advantage. 

The Gamblers, who are sponsored by Jupiter’s 
Casino, nearly rolled Brisbane in the intercity series 
earlier this year. Gold Coast scored first before being 
edged out, rather unluckily, 3-2 by a Brisbane team 
which included nine players who later were selected 
in the Queensland team which toured Fiji. 

The Gamblers’ team contains plenty of experience. 
Its stars include Kiwi international Paul Halford and 
former Lions NSL striker Peter Dwyer. Team cap- 
tain is Archie Fraser, a Scotsman who had State 
League XXXX League stints with Southside Eagles, 
Mount Gravatt and Coalstars. 

The Gamblers’ team also includes former Mount 
Gravatt State League fullback Steve Clark, Fijian 
youth international Raphael Underwood, Queens- 
land Fiji tourist Paul Coackbain and talented Lee 
Hosier, who probably missed a tour berth only be- 
cause the second selection trial — the intercity match 
between Gold Coast and Ipswich — was washed out. 

Gold Coast have never won the Ampol Cup, but 
Selby believes his team can win the trophy this time 
despite their far from convincing semi-final effort. 

“It’s good to not play well and still come away with 
a result,” Selby said. “I guess there was a bit of 
pressure on the team because it was a semi-final and 
the worst time to bow out of a knockout competition. 

“Now that we are in the final, we can go back to 
playing our normal game, and that is attacking foot- 


— GREG RUSSELL 
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son said. ‘‘This is a 
chance for all sections of 
the code to get together 


would be presented to 
the QSF management 
committee within six 


and work out where we 
are heading.” 

Since Thompson kick- 
ed off the attendance 
list, the Perry Park 
office has been flooded 
by enquiries about the 
workshop. 


Internationally- 
known consultants 
Touche Ross will con- 
vene the workshop 
which is expected to run 
all day. 


“We are hoping to get 
up to 70 people along 
representing all sections 
of the code, players, 
coaches, referees, 
supporters, administra- 
tors, the media, juniors 
and women,’’ said 
Touche Ross’ Ian 
Cooke. = 

““Any group that 
doesn’t attend obviously 
is not interested enough 
in the code and does not 
deserve a say in the run- 
ning of it.” 

Cooke said all ideas 
put forward at the work- 
shop would be investi- 
gated and a report 


weeks. 

QSF president Ian 
Brusasco is confident 
the report will unearth 
an interesting view of 
the code in the Sunshine 
state. 

“The management 
committee in the past 
has tried to change 
things, but there always 
has been an element of 
suspicion from some 
sections of the code. 
This time a completely 
independent body will 
be giving their thoughts 
as to our strengths and 
weaknesses,’’ Brusasco 
said. 

“It would be too 
idealistic to think 
Touche Ross could pre- 
sent us with a blueprint 
for the future, but I am 
sure they will give us a 
number of alternatives 
to pursue to ensure the 
code continues to 
grow.” 

Anyone interested in 
attending the workshop 
is urged to telephone the 
QSF office on 252 5327 
and register. 
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FROM DAVE WILLIAMS 


Yellow cards to stay 


BY DAVID WILLIAMS 
AT A RECENT meeting of club coaches and 
secretaries with representatives of the 
Northern NSW branch of the Australian 
Soccer Referees’ Federation, a section of 
the meeting advocated the termination of 
the yellow card penalty system. 


And while most club 


delegates were dissatisfied 


with the system, there was a majority vote to retain 


it 


‘Not all clubs, however, have any real problems 


associated with the yellow-card principle. 
For instance, Paul Gow, secretary of Second Divi- 
sion Edgeworth, said that only three Edgeworth 


players had received a 
season. 


yellow card caution this 


There is little doubt that the attitude of coaches 


and players has a big 


influence on the consistency 


and frequency with which referees hand out cau- 


tions. 


000 


LAKE Macquarie City 


berth in the Benchmark Building Supplies 


the last semi-final 


gained 
ildi Cup com- 


nm last week with a 1-0 win over Stockton at 


Macquarie Field. 


Lake Macquarie’s goal was scored by Robert 


_ Richards. 


The other teams in the semis are Adamstown, 
Belmont-Swansea and North Coast Premier League. 


STATE FIRST DIVISION 
FIRST GRADE 
West Walsond 13992225 929 
‘Adamstown Rosebud 13 8 32 22 10 27 
Lake Macquarie City 12 6 24 20 14 20 
Weston Wis Bears 13.6 16 19 19 19 
Highfields Azzuri =. 106.0 4 18 13 18 
Bolmont-S Utd 1149.4 16 14 15 
Cardi 13937 16 27 12 
ContralCoastAss 113.26 12.21 11 
Wallsend 13328 1021 11 
Stockton 113081422 9 
RESERVE GRADE 
West Walsend 1983226 1227 
Laka Macquarie Cty 12 8 22 22 10 26 
Weston Wirs Bears 1263.3 15 11 21 
Stockton 11434 9 915 
Wallsend 1336411 1215 
AdametownR’bud «13.3.5 5 13 16 14 
Belmont-S Uid 1272141113 
Condit © 12336 71212 
Highfields Azzuri = 10.2.4. 4 11 13 10 
Central CosstAss = 11128 729 5 
UNDER 18 
‘Adamstown F’bud 13.95 090 431 
Belmont SwanseaU 1173 118 3.26 
West Wallsend 13965 2951723 
Stoddon 1152 4251717 
Highfields Azzuri © 1052 3 13 19 17 
Weston WorkersB 1350 8 13 20 15 
Lake Macquarie Cty 1227 3 10 10 13 
1334 6112013 
ContralCoastAss ©1124 5 915 10 
Wallsend 190112 550 1 
SECOND DIVISION 
FARST GRADE 
Cessnock City 1992230 929 
Neastle Macedonia «12741 24 9.25 
Mayfield United 1263321 1521 
Westiakes United = 13. 6. 3.4 14 18 21 
Toronto-AwabaUid 13. 6 2.5 25 26 20 
Beresfield United =» «13.3.5. 5 23-23-14 
Belmont 123.5418 22 14 
Lambton Jafles 1131713 15 10 
Edgeworth 3247 7210 
Maitiand Magpies «12:13 8 12 28 6 
RESERVE GRADE 
Cessnock City 13832 24 13 27 
Westiakes United «1375120 928 
Toronto-Awaba Utd 13.6 2 5 19 17 20 
Neaste Macedonia 126 15 22 18 19 
Belmont 1253421 18 18 
MadiendMogpies 125. 2.5 12 12 17 
Mayfield United 1241711 1613 
Edgeworth 133.46 10 1513 
Beresfield United «13. 3.3.7 19 28 12 
Lambton Jaffas 11467217 
UNDER 18's 
Cessnock City 19931219 
Maiiand Magpies 1273 228 9 24 
Belmont 1272 3191223 
Nreastle Macedonia 1255 2 17 13 20 
Toronio-Aweba Utd 1353 527 16 18 
Westiakes United 13. 44 5 11 10 16 
Beresfield United 134.2 7 11 19 14 
Edgeworth 1327 412213 
Mayfield United = 13. 24 6 12 19 10 
Lambton Jaffas 10110 5351 
16 


CINZANO vy 
THOMASTOWN 
CRUSHERS 4-7 

Thomastown managed 
to do what seemed im- 
possible: they kept Her- 
der Castillo scoreless. 


CORIO CATS v 
KNOX LOTTO 3-1 

This game was much 

closer than expected 
, mainly due to the fact that 
Knox held danger man 
Josip Marinovic to only 
one goal for the game. 

In what turned out to 
be a match of missed 
chances, Corio made the 
most of a few defensive 
lapses by Knox to take 
the points. 

GEELONG STRIKERS v 
RESERVOIR 
GRASSHOPPERS 1-3 

With both teams mis- 
sing key players (Noggler 
for Geelong and five play- 


Resurgent Rosebuds back in the lead 


ADAMSTOWN 
Rosebud overtook 
West Wallsend last 
Sunday to move 
into first place in 
the Northern NSW 
First Division pre- 
miership with a 1-0 
win over Belmont- 
Swansea United. 


But the new leader 
would not be at the top 
of the table without the 
aid of old rivals Wall- 
send. 


In a game which pro- 
vided entertaining foot- 
ball at Blacksmiths, 
Adamstown gained the 
edge on the Belswans 
with a 50th minute head- 
er from Andy Stank- 
ovic, who transferred 
several weeks ago from 
Newcastle Austral. 

But the unexpected 
happened. at Johnson 
Park, where Wallsend 
scored the only goal of 
the match to topple 
arch-nemesis West 
Wallsend. 


The John Parkes goal 
was enough under the 
circumstances to send 
Adamstown to the top 
of the ladder and put 
Rosebuds in line for 
back-to-back titles. 

With Adamstown 
now on 30 points and 
West Wallsend on 29, 
Weston Bears have 
moved into third posi- 
tion with 22 points from 
their 2-0 win over Cen- 
tral Coast at Weston. 

Mark Humphries was 
in good form, hitting 


both’ the Bears’ goals. 

Renato Martinelli, 
who has two hat-tricks 
to his credit, struck 
again with a brace as 
Highfields Azzurri 
accounted for Lake 
Macquarie, lifting them 
to 21 points and fourth 
place. 

In the only game de- 
cided in the First Divi- 
sion last Saturday, Andy 
Maher and David Sim 
gave Cardiff a 2-1 win 
against Stockton at Cor- 
roba Oval. 


eee 


TORY PEPPER, 25, a 
midfielder with 
Tasmanian Cadbury 
State League side 
Croatia-Glenorchy, 
has one buring ambi- 
tion this season. 

He would love to gain 
selection in the Tasma- 
nian team scheduled to 
play against Northern 
New South Wales in 
Newcastle on October 2. 

It would be a great 
homecoming for a guy 
who first made a name for 
himself as a 16 year-old 
with Coffs Harbour in the 
NNSW State League. 


match seemed doomed to 
be a bore. 

It was, in fact, the 
opposite with both teams 
attacking as if their lives 
depended on it. 

Geelong struck on the 
break when Les Witecki 
beat Con Grbevski in the 
Hoppers goal. 

A quick throw to John 
Metaxas was volleyed 
past Lucky Interiss for the 
equaliser. 

This was soon followed 
by Metaxas’ second goal 
on the turn. Both sides 
created many chances but 
Tony Gomes sealed the 
game, slipping the ball 
under Inturissi for the 
third goal. 

Results: Reservoir 
Grasshoppers 3 (J. Meta- 
xas 2, Gomes) Geelong 
Strikers 1 (Witecki), Corio 
Cats 3 (Mesic 2, Marino- 
vic), Knox Lotto 1 (Vidic), 


ANKSTOWN SOCCER ASSN 


in conjunction with 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 


September 3/4, 10/11, 17/18 
Sam to 4pm 


held at 


The Crest Ovals, Bankstown 


Canteen facilities available 
for bookings contact 
Coaching Director 

lan Huddlestone 
® 522 9675 (after hours) 
or NSW Soccer Federation 


@ 629 1800 
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BY WALTER PLESS 


One of Pepper’s team- 
mates in those days was 
Gary Phillips, who went 
on to the big-time with 
Sydney Olympic. 

Some of the opponents 
Pepper encountered have 
also made it in a big way 
since then. Marshall Sop- 
er, John Kosmina and 
Terry Greedy all went on 
to represent Australia. 

Sydney-born Pepper 
moved to Coffs Harbour 
when he was 12 and play- 
ed representative soccer 
for NNSW against Tas- 
mania on three occasions, 
and he was selected in the 
Australian Schoolboys’ 


Thomastown Crushers 7 
(Hackett 4, Boin, I. Fu- 
jto, Pizzo), Bayswater 
Cinzano 4 (Bullock, 
Diaz, Jameson, Mid- 
dleton). 


WOLFAPt 
Reservoir 700 32 13 21 
Geelong 403 36 18 15 
Thomastown 40331 2515 
Bayswater 304 41 34:13 
Corio Cats 30422013 
Knox Lotto 007 1658 7 


BY 
GRAHAM CQOKE 
THE future of NSW 
League Soccer in the 
ACT was finally 
assured late last week 
with the takeover by 
Croatia Deakin of the 
players and other 
ts of Canberra 


City. 

From last weekend a 
new name carried Can- 
berra’s hopes of an even- 
tual return to the NSL — 


Squad. 

He eventually moved 
back to Sydney, where he 
played for Melita Eagles 
and Warringah Narem- 
been. 

After getting married, 
Pepper took a year off 
from Soccer before com- 
ing to Tasmania this sea- 
son, where he works as a 
chef. 

“Croatia was a good 
name and one I was famil- 
iar with, so I thought I'd 
joint them,” is how Pep- 
per explained his decision 
to join the Glenorchy 
outfit. 

“I’m not the sort of 
person who just says 
things are bigger and bet- 
ter in Sydney. 

“It’s a different league 
down here, of course, but 
I'm pretty happy here I’m 
just aiming to play at the 
highest standard possible. 

“The Cadbury State 
League is of a good stan- 


Canberra Croatia with 
colours changed to the 
traditional Croatian red, 
white and blue. 

The move was given 
the blessing of the NSW 
Soccer Federation, which 
stated that short of re- 
legation the ACT team 
will be guaranteed a place 
in the competition. 

The announcement, 
made by ACT Soccer 
Federation executive di- 
rector, Paul Fitzpatrick, 
came after several days of 
legal manoeuvering 
involving the Federation, 
Canberra’s previous own- 
er, Canberra City Olym- 
pians its major sharehol- 
der, Downer Olympic, 
and Croatia. 

All parties were keen 
to avoid a repeat of prob- 
lems which arose a month 
ago when Croatia 
announced it had pur- 
chased the club, only for 
the deal to run into diffi- 
culties during which Can- 
berra went to the brink of 
folding altogher. 


“We wanted to be 
absolutely certain things 
would go smoothly this 
time,” FitzPatrick said. 

“The deal involved 
Olympians selling Can- 
berra to the Federation 


Aussie lads’ mystery 
Asian trip 


ACCORDING to an AP story in THE TIMES 
of London no less, Australia will be one of 
the teams taking part in the second Foot- 
ball Games for under 12 boys next month. 


The news service reports that the three-day 
tournament will also include Brazil, Belgium, 
China, South Korea, Japan, the United States and 


Singapore. 


No mention is made whether the contestants will 


be competing as national 
ASW is investigating 
representative. 


teams or club sides. 
the identity of Australia’s 


dard and there are some 
good players about, 
although there does seem 
to be a shortage of good 
young players. 

“The introduction of 
the State League has got 
to be of benefit to Soccer 
and, for me, it has en- 
abled me to see a bit of 
Tasmania. 


“I do enjoy it because 
I like playing the game. I 
set my aims high and I'd 
be lying if I said I didn’t 
want to get into the State 
side. 

“It’s something every 
player in the league 
should aim for because, if 
you’re going to play the 
game seriously, you might 
as well aim for that.” 

Pepper believes White 
Eagle is the side to beat 
for the title and, given the 
lead Eagle has over the 
other teams, it’s going to 
be very hard to catch. 


Stephen Wood posted 
the Stockton counter, 
but the result left the 
Sharks at the bottom of 
the points standings, 
five below Wallsend. 

Stockton, however, 
have two deferred 
games to play. 


IF the Board of Di- 


rectors of the 
Northern NSW Soc- 
cer Federation 
accepts a recom- 
mendation taken 
last week by the ex- 
ecutive, the State 
First Division grand 
final will be played 
on Saturday, 
September 17. 

The venue has not 
been set. 

The first of the four 
grand finals - the Second 
Division Under 18 game 
- will start at 1.30 p.m, 

It will be followed by 
the First Division Under 
18 match then the 
Second Division first 
grade fixture and, final- 
ly, the First Division fe- 
ature, timed to start at 
7.00 p.m. 


NNSW TABLES 
as at 17.7.88 PT 
Bue —_ BAYSWATER ers for the Hoppers) the the club will be called who then sold it on to 


Croatia, with the final 
papers being exchanged 
last Thursday. 

While there will be 
some community dis- 
satisfaction at the name 
and colour change, it is 
quite certain that the 


ILLAWARRA 


alternative would have 
been no club at all. 

For Canberra Croatia, 
the feeling of the deal was 
appropriate, coming just 
two days before a special 
dinner to mark the 30th 
anniversary of Croatian 
Soccer in Canberra. 


Challenge retained 


BY PHIL MURPHY 
THE end-of-season Ampol Cup series between 
Illawarra and the ACT will go ahead in Septem- 
ber even though Ampol won't be backing it. 


Officials from the two 
associations have decided 
to stick with the name 
after Ampol provided the 
$6000 for last season’s in- 
augural series. 

The same format will 
be used with the top four 
teams from each region to 
contest a round-robin 
series. 

That will be followed 
by a home and away final, 
but that will be necessary 
only if the finalists come 
from different associa- 
tions. 

The $6000 will be up 
for grabs again, provided 
by the ISA and ACT, 
with $3600 of that going 
to the winners. 

It seems likely the Illa- 
warra top four will be 
different this season but 
there is every chance 
Canberra’s contenders 
will be the same as last 
season — Croatia, Juven- 
tus, Belconnen and the 
College of Advanced 
Education. 

The first games will be 
played a week after the 
ISA Premier League 
grand final. 


kak 


Warilla Wanderers 
Club could be in hot 


water after the abandon- 
ment of the reserve grade 
match between Warilla 
and Helensburgh. 

The game was played at 
Warilla and had to be cal- 
led off eight minutes be- 
fore full-time because 
Warilla didn’t have 
enough players left on the 
field. 

They had four players 
sent off before their 
goalkeeper went down 
with cramp and couldn’t 
continue with Helens- 
burgh leading 3-1. 

It has been alleged that 
one of the Warilla players 
sent from the: field had 
been urging the remain- 
ing seven players to “‘walk 
off” before the goalkeep- 
er suffered cramp. 

Association president 
George Naylor was at the 
ground for the main game 
and said he was told of 
the earlier incidents. 

He said when reports 
are received from the re- 
feree and linesmen the 
ISA will take a close look 
at the incidents. 

“The referee obviously 
did the right thing in call- 
ing the game off because 
once a team has less than 
seven players on the field 
they can’t continue,” 
Naylor said. 


The 
State 


Story 


Alan Clark reviews 
the Soccer scene in... 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


AURELIO Vidmar has shone so brightly 
he attracted the attention of Socceroo boss Frank 
Arok. 
* Don’t be surprised to see another Vidmar follow 
suit. 


this season 


‘Aurelio’s younger brother Tony is strutting his 
stuff with Adelaide City’s Rothmans League side and 
soon could join big brother in the West End League. 


kk 
STEVE Atsalas is unlikely to play again this season 


for Beograd. 


The former Hellas man had an unsuccessful com- 
eback attempt in the Reserves after his serious knee 


surgery. 


He now is likely to concentrate on full rehabilita- 
tion of the injury before resuming again next season. 

Beograd’s plans for the recent Cup clash with 
Adelaide City were thrown into turmoil on the 
morning of the match when midfielder Chris Stone 
had to call off with an ankle injury. 


kak 


MICK Hargreaves, a keen supporter and worker for 
Soccer in the southern districts area of Adelaide 
recently was honored for his services. 


He was 


presented with a silver tray in 


recognition 
of his time and effort at a function held by Brighton 


City colts. 


kk 
SA fans were treated to some Soccer US-style this 


month. 


A composite team of under-16s from 10 American 
states visited SA as part of a national tour. 
The young Americans came as part of a Sport for 


Understanding campaign. 


They lost to an Elizabeth Districts select but beat 
a team from the Southern Districts. 


Central 
Coast 


PRIZE money of 
$3,000 will be up for 


grabs over the 
October long 
weekend when 


Central Coast Soc- 
cer Association Li- 
mited stage their 
annual Margin Cup, 


_ played at the mil- 


lion dollar Pluim 
Park soccer com- 
plex at Lisarow in 
the centre of the 
Central Coast. 

Of the prize money, 
$1,500 will be presented 
to the winner - a hand- 
some reward for what 
CCSA Ltd, is billing the 
“ideal end of season 
trip” for any senior 
men’s side. 

Camping is provided 
at the complex and the 
17-acre grounds bor- 
dered by towering trees 
generate a unique 
atmosphere for soccer 
and that holiday feeling. 

A payment of just 
$100 is all that is re- 
quired to enter the com- 
petition and entry forms 
can be obtained from 
Kevin Best (043) 
28 4806. 

The competition has 
the approval of the 
NSW ASF, and entry 
will be restricted to 
senior sides affiliated 
with that body. 


Match of 
the Year? 


FANS of long-time 
rivals Blacktown City 
Demons and Melita 
Eagles are looking for- 
ward with bated 
breath to what pro- 
mises to be the State 
League First Division 
championship decider 
on Sunday August 7. 

The game should pack 
the Gabbie Stadium at 
Seven Hills for this clash 
of the Titans. 

Both clubs are an in- 
spiration to the entire 
Soccer fraternity as they 
both own or control their 
own stadiums. 

Blacktown and the 
Eagles enjoy stability in 
their administration and 
continuously attract first- 
tate coaches. 

Les Scheinflug, at 
Blacktown on a three 
year plan, is eager to fill 
the top spot in State 
Legue this year. 

The signings of Jason 
Dunn, Cavanah and Lee 
Sterreyhave proved excel- 
lent, although Alan Reis 


and Zarko Odzakov have. 


still more to prove. 
Meanwhile, the Eagles’ 
Raul Blanco made an in- 


spired signing in 
goalkeeper Alex 
McPherson. 


Greg Brown leads the 
attack with flair, and slots 
home many goals due to 
good work by Ray Far- 
Tugia. 

Both teams play attrac- 
tive football and the game 
should prove a delight 
even for the most fasti- 
dious fan. 

— JAMES DOUGLAS 


Nyskohus will be foxing 


BY ALAN CLARK 


FORMER Socceroo 
John Nyskohus 
faces one of his big- 
gest Soccer chal- 
lenges on Saturday 
with SA Rothman’s 
League elite side 
Cumberland. 


Nyskohus, who now 
coaches the Foxes, must 
find a way of stopping 
the Adelaide Hellas goal 
machine and grabbing a 
point to keep his side in 
the first division. 

Hellas kept right in 
the title hunt last week 
by three times coming 
back from a goal down 
to pip Polonia 4-3. 


And it has goal poten- 
tial right through its 
side. Cumberland’s big 
chance of an upset will 


lie with the aerial skill of ! 


Colin Ford, but he could 
find his match in Hellas’ 
strong man Martin 
Doak. 


Croatia played some 
brilliant soccer but was 
denied a goal by a deter- 
mined, if sometimes 
aggressive, Campbell- 
town defence last week. 

THe leaders will need 
to be on their mettle to 
keep intact their two 
point championship 
advantage against im- 
proving Para Hills, 
which powered past 
luckless Beograd. 


The bottom side sack- 
ed coach Alex McKin- 
nell after the match, and 
their relegation worries 
could be compounded 
this week if they lose to 
Lions. 

The match is a virtual 
four pointer, after Lions 
woes increased last 
week with a 2-0 defeat 
by Salisbury. 


kk 
DOUGLAS Paterson, the tall, strong central defen- 


der who captained SA in 


the under-15 national titles 


in Sydney, is off to Scotland next month for senior 


He first visits St Mirren and also has pencilled in a 


trip to Dundee United. 
Both Scottish Premier 
him for trials. 


League clubs have invited 


Douglas leaves early in August and is not set to 
return until late December at the earliest. 


* 


kk 


LAURIE Naven had a double mission last week in 


SA. 


He flew over from WA to watch son and former 
AIS boy Gareth in action for Adelaide City. 
And, as a coach himself, he was keen to see how 


Zoran Matic and John 
charges. 


PUTNEY Town 
bounced back from 
their 1-0 defeat last 
week to beat Fairfield 
Olympic 4-1 in a catch 
up game played on 
Wednesday night. 

Their joy was short 
lived when they met Fair- 
field Olympic again on 
Saturday, and went down 
2-1 in a match that was 
marred by the sending off 
of two Putney players. 

In Sunday’s round 
Blacktown and Girra- 
ween had a 0-0 draw. 

It was a great match 
with every player giving 
more than 100% effort. In 
fact Girraween needed to 
give even more than that 
as they played with only 
nine players, and could 
very easily have won had 
it not been for some 
splended saves by Tracy 
Wheeler, the Blacktown 
keeper. 

Time and time again 
she dived at the feet of 
the Girraween forwards 
to stop what should have 
been certain goals. Black- 
town also had several 


Perin handled their City 


chances, hitting the cross- 
bar and missing a golden 
opportunity from right in 
front of goal. 

Manly had a good win 
3-1 over the Central 
Coast. They have had a 
number of good results 
this year. Central Coast 
have had injuries to key 
players. 

A very close game be- 
tween Mt Druitt and Fair- 
field Olympic ended in a 
1-1 draw. 

The league champion- 
ship will not be as clear 
cut as it was last year, 
when Putney were in an 
unbeatable position for 
most of the latter half of 
the season. 


YOHNNY NYSKopy : 


Modbury pushed 
aside their worries of the 
drop with a comprehen- 
sie victory over Birkalla 
when defender Glenn 
Wickstein was sent off. 


Midfielder Bryan Ed- 
wards scored a hat trick 
and could be a big threat 
this week to Campbell- 
town. 


Sean Greaves and 
Fortu Costanzo were 
Salisbury’s marksmen 
on Saturday, and fans at 
Steve Jarvis Park look 
guaranteed a goal feast 
this week when Polonia 
visit. 

Import Mariusz 
Niewiadomski, the top 
scorer in SA, main- 
tained his record last 
week with two against 
Hellas and looms as the 
main danger man for 
Polonia which will be 
without Paul Sanderson, 
who was sent off last 
week. 


Placings: ate 27 Hellas 


Campbelitown 40 Pare Hilis 18 
Adelaide City 17 Polonia 16 
Modbury 16 Lions 14 Cumber- 
land 13 P Beograd 10. 


Kae 


INTERSTATE obser- 
vers are very interested 
in the content of the 
Youth Socceroo squad in 
light of the past 10 years 
of national titles. 

NSW again has a 
much stronger repre- 
sentation than any other 
state despite being the 
‘poor neighbour’ on 
performance to Victoria 
in the championships 
this year and over the 
past decade. 


WEEKEND WEST END MATCHES 


COMING WEST END NSL FIXTURES 


WEDNESDAY JULY 27 
South Melbourne 


ROUND 25, SUNDAY SULY 31 


¥ Marconi 
Footscray 
Melb. Croatia 
Adelaide City 
Preston Make 
W'gong City 
St George 


Vv Sydney Croatia 


Adelaide whispers. . . 


MARTIN Doak was the 
head boy for Adelaide 
Hellas in a classy Cup 
quarter-final win over 
Second Division Eli- 
zabeth City. 

The former Morton 
defender scored three 
times for Hellas — all 
with his head. 

Hellas overwhelmed 
City 6-0. 


kak 


BRIGHTON City 
amateurs have joined the 
club’s Federation seniors 
in being denied access to 
their Kauri Parade 


ground. 

The club has been 
banned by the local 
council to whom it owes 
around $18,000. 

Local senior club 
Cumberland, though, 
has shown it has a heart 
by offering the Brighton 
amateurs use of its pitch. 


kak 


LION striker Charlie 
Stewart, it seems, was 
the man in the middle at 
a recent gentlemen’s 
night at the club. 

The big Scot was the 
‘target’ man for the 
talented ladies on show. 


akk 


EXCITING Salisbury 
striker Tony Gasparetto 
could be back in action 
this week after having 
groim surgery last 
mon 

He has responded 
magnificently to treat- 
ment. 


John Williams, 


another groin surgery 


‘victim’ is making 


slower 


progress but is back in 
light training. 

There is bad news, 
too, for the Berries. Pau! 
Wilde and Kurt Leitner 
could be out for the rest 
of the season. 

Striker Wilde’s groin 
is okay now after 
surgery but he has been 
advised to rest a subsidi- 
ary complaint. Keitner 
has a pinched nerve in 
his back and has not 
trained im the past fort- 
night. He could be 
forced into traction and 
out of action. 


tok 


CLASSY defender Zel- 
ko Blagojevic cele- 
brated his 100th game 
for Polonia last week as 
captain in the PGH 
Federation Cup victory 
over Para Hills. 

He took over from 
Rothmans Medal win- 
ner David Doorne, who 
was out with flu. 


wk 


MIKE Durrant, who 
earlier wanted to leave 
Para Hills after losing 
his spot to incoming Ray 
Deeley, has changed his 
mind and will stay at the 
Paddocks at least until 
the end of the season. 


kak 


SHIRLEY Brown had 
mixed emotions last 
week when she lined up 
with the SA women’s 
team for a trial match 
against the state under- 
20 schoolgirls side pre- 
paring for this year’s 
national championships. 

She also is coach of 
the girls’ team. 


Jetset Tours (Qld) Pty 
Ltd is sponsoring the 
tournament with 
$15,000 cash prize 
monies. 

Ron Nelson, chief 
organiser of the series, 
told ASW last night: 
“We hope to pull in 
teams from all over Aus- 
tralia as well as from 
overseas. 

“Some will be coming 
in from Tasmania, New 
Zealand and the USA, 
as well as from country 
centres such as Lithgow 
and Wollongong. 


BANKSTOWN SOCCER ASSN 


in conjunction with 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 


Monday September 26 to 
Friday September 30 
Under 10 to Under 16s 


held at 


The Crest Ovals, Bankstown 


Cost $40 
Canteen facilities available 
Phone 522 9675 for bookings 
BE EARLY, as there are 
limited vacancies 
jan Huddlestone 
Director of Coaching 


“There will be three 
Divisions — open, over 
35s and a women’s 
section. 

“It is going to be a 
fabulous Soccer holiday 
for all teams interested 
in an end-of season fun 
trip with cash to be 
won.” 


Interested teams 
wishing further informa- 
tion, must contact Ron 
Nelson, Tele 
075 52 1860, or 

Jetset Tours (Qld) 
07 227 1788. 
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AS the crescendo of noise from the devoted and delightfully 
enthusiastic Brazilian supporters peaked, one member of the . 


torcgida began to celebrate as only the Brazilians can with me 
(with me?) as /a bola struck by the sweet feet of Muller found the 
back of the Australian net. 


That’s just one of the 
memories which will be 
cherished from a couple 
of games out in the 
stands with the people 
who supported the Gold 
Cup in all its Bicenten- 
nial glory. 

For sheer enjoyment, 
derived from being in 
amid the bouncy Brazi- 
lians, the final itself gave 
the utmost pleasure. Yet 
being a member of the 
near 19,000 who witnes- 
sed Australia’s 4-1 de- 
molition of Argentina 
was no less satisfying. 

“C’mon Aussie”, 

came the call often from 
one thick accented Aus- 
tralian supporter — un- 
questionably of Greek 
origin. 
Another fellow, this 
time Italian, was ex- 
plaining to his mate, 
also a ‘true-blu’ just who 
in the green and gold 
shirts had an Italian up- 
bringing and back- 
ground — he did alright 
too, picking out Frank 
Farina as having an Ita- 
lian father and Wally 
Savor being born there 
also. 

How times have 
changed .. . how long 
ago was it that barely 
anyone knew the names 
of the Australian side, 
let alone their back- 
ground? 

Paul Wade scores and 
the crowd roars like . . . 
well, like it hadn’t 
roared in Sydney since 
that very special day in 
1985 at the Sports 
Ground when the 
scoreboard read: Aus- 
tralia 2 New Zealand 0. 


When Argentina’s 
brilliant skipper Oscar 
Ruggeri applies a deli- 
cate finish to a silky 
move the Sydney Foot- 
ball Stadium is almost 
silent but for 100 or so 
fans of the world cham- 
pions, made up of seve- 
ral South American 
youngsters, who began 
the renowned chant 
‘Arg-en-tina, Arg-en- 
tina’. 
One couldn’t help but 
feel apprehensive at that 
point, the Aussies were 

and my 
Greek mate Alex was 


bial oe 
BRAZIL! BRAZIL! The si 


a 


Te iE 
upporters that m 


almost falling out of his 
chair, willing the Soccer- 
oos back into the 
contest. 

Just as he began re- 
miniscing of the days at 
the Olympic Stadium in 
Athens, a ‘Greek-god’ 
in the form of Charlie 
Yankos sent Australian 
supporters into raptures 
with a strike from a 
direct free-kick, the like 
of which he may never 
score again and we 
might never see again. 

Oh yes, and young 
Alex couldn’t help but 
use me as ‘turnbuckle’ 
bouncing off me as he 
jumped for joy. A 
journalist and friend’s 
job is never done! 

At this moment it was 
sure nice to be an Aus- 
tralian fan, better than 
the days when the Soc- 
ceroos were inexplicably 
booed onto the field. 

Where the Argentine 
banners were flapping 
freely in the breeze ear- 
lier that evening, they, 
like their previously 
dancing and singing 
owners, were now still in 
the cold of the night ... 
waiting perhaps for the 
death knell. 

Our gallant skipper 
supplied the nail for 
their coffin after ‘flash 
Frank’ was upended 
with a truly hit penalty. 

With the Australian 
supporters group singing 
their merry tunes and 
willed on by SBS’s di- 
minutive reporter Andy 
Paschalidis, Robbie 
Dunn became privy to 
Argentine cynicism at its 
worst. Sergio Batista, 
noted for better things, 
went right through the 
strapping central defen- 
der, studs and all and 
over the ball. 

The crowd didn’t 
need the umpteen re- 
plays courtesy of the 
electronic scoreboard, 
as the blood spilled free- 
ly from Dunn’s bone- 
deep wound, they 
wanted some of their 
own — Batista’s! 

Whereas in usual 
cases Batista would have 
been red-carded, this 
time he received but a 
booking, but the shame 


restliolt 


ade the Bicentennial Go 


was still there as the pro- 
Aussie crowd hooted 
and cat-called the 
bearded ‘outlaw’. 

Time enough for de- 
but-boy Vlado Bozi- 
novski, playing in the 
biggest game of his life 
to add the coup de grace 
in the closing stages and 
then all the Aussie 
supporters went home 
singing, “4-1, 4-1” and 
“We want Brazil”. 

Well they got Brazil 
and what’s more, the 
best of, both on and off 
the field. If the game 
against Argentina was a 
pleasure to be a party 
to, then Australia v Bra- 
zil was a highlight of a 
football supporter’s life. 

With the press having 
built Australia’s cream- 
ing of Carlos Bilardo’s 
crew up to such a 
frenzied state, 
the expectation was in 
the air long before the 
kick-off. 

In came the Brazilians 
wielding the drums, 
horns, tambourines and 
cymbals and dancing to 


fT’s not often that a journo gets the golden opportunity fo join the 
folks in the outer at a major football event, so when ASW’s Frank 
Coletta was given the chance during the Bicentennial Gold Cup, 


there was no stopping him . . . here’s what he found. 


the rhythmic tune they 
sounded. 


This time, unlike at 
Melbourne’s Olympic 
Park, they were allowed 
entry with their instru- 
ments — heaven help 
anyone who dared try to 
stop them! 


It was great stuff. 
Even some of the old 
‘fuddy-duddies’ seated 
in the stands began 
swaying to the beat and 
Brazil’s Aloisio was en- 
joying it so much that he 
waltzed across prior to 
the start to urge his 
countrymen on! They 


needed no such en- 
couragement — they 
were there to celebrate, 
win, lose or draw. 


You may at this time 
be saying ... that’s all 
very well — but was 
there any violence? 
Personally, after 180 mi- 
nutes of thrill-packed 
football, I noted three 
arrests . . . just three in 
the middle of nearly 
50,000 people. 


Two obviously irate 
and incredibly silly peo- 
ple did not heed the 
ground announcer’s re- 
peated warnings not to 


enter the field of play 
following the Australia- 
Argentina clash and 
were smartly dealt with 
by the local con- 
stabulary. 


The only disturbance 
at the final came when a 
Brazilian supporter took 
offence to a Kiwi’s bar- 
racking for the Austra- 
lians (seems impossible 
doesn’t it? But it’s true. 


And to boot, he was a 
6ft4 Maori) and was 
probably saved gross 
embarrassment, not to 
mention a few broken 
bones when the police 


carted him off. 

Disappointments? 
Yes, just two. Austra- 
lia’s loss in the final and 
the decision not to allow 
the so well-behaved 
Brazilian supporters 
onto the field to enjoy 
the celebrations with 
their team. 

So as the sun set and 
the sky shone a 
mesmerising orange . . . 
it was time to reflect on 
two matches that were a 
privilege to watch from 
the stands with the peo- 
ple that make this game 
of football great . . . the 


fans. 
ans: FRANK COLETTA 


Gold Cup euphoria must continue 


SAYS FRANK SCICLUNA 

THE heady euphoria of Australia’s super 
displays in the Bicentennial Gold Cup is 
over. Thousands of fans who were 
awakened out of their apathy by the Soc- 
ceroos’ amazing exploits must now some- 
how have their new found attraction to 
football maintained and even intensified. 


A distinct impression 
one gets from what has 
happened is that Austra- 
lia’s sporting public does 
possess a large amount 
of dormant admiration 
for football which is 
patiently waiting for an 
opportunity to spill out. 

Australians want win- 
ners and to have a natio- 
nal side which can match 
it with the best in the 
world’s biggest game 
gave them an appropri- 
ate chance to finally 
come out of their 
slumber. 

The vital question on 
everyone’s lips now is 
‘where do we go from 


id Cup 


Final a success off the field, as well as on. 
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here?’ How are we 
going to retain this new 
found football fever? 

Frank Arok and his 
Socceroos cannot be ex- 
pected to carry the game 
on their shoulders inde- 
finitely. They only get a 
chance to rekindle Aus- 
tralia’s interest perhaps 
a dozen times a year. 

There’s no doubt in 
my mind that the answer 
must lie in a revitalised 
and — dare one say it, 
Australianised National 
Soccer League. 

This is where foot- 
ball’s attraction can be 
maintained week in, 
week out. Many 
thousands of words have 
been written in the 
media on the game’s fu- 
ture since that stagger- 
ing victory over 


A lot of them made an 
awful lot of sense but 
one particular item 
which caught my atten- 
tion was a piece written 
by Jeff Wells in the 
“Weekend Australian’ 
the day before the Gold 
Cup Final. 

Titled “‘Now is the 
time to blow full time on 
part timers’’, Wells 
went on to present an 
analysis on where Soc- 
cer has gone wrong in 
the past and some possi- 
ble remedies to lift the 
game to the top of the 
heap. 

It’s an articie full of 


down to earth logic 
which should be copied 
and thoroughly studied 
by every Soccer admi- 
nistrator in the country. 
Wells makes an im- 
passioned plea for radi- 
cal and lateral thinking 


accepted teams with a 
strong population base, 
a good financial profile, 
sponsorship and a com- 
mitment to junior de- 
velopment. Soccer must 
do the same if the game 
is to be Australianised 


6 It's depressing as there seems to 
be no saviour out there... 9 


Officials to be brought 
into the game. Under 
our present set up he 
says “There is no way of 
breaking free from the 
shackles of parochialism 
which saw the achieve- 
ment of qualifying for 
the World Cup in 1974 
almost totally wasted. 
It’s even more depress- 
ing he continues “that 
there seems to be no 
saviour out there, no 
charismatic 
figure who can release 
the game from its petty 
politics and convince its 
small minded bureau- 
crats to sacrifice a little 
power for the benefit of 
a master plan”. 

Can anyone honestly 
dispute the truth in what 
Wells is saying? He 
goes on to encourage 
Soccer to follow the lead 
given by basketball 
which he correctly de- 
scribes as the big success 
story in Australian team 
sport. “The NSL should 
be scrapped and team 
franchises put up for 
bids. 

The National Basket- 
ball League got itself off 
the by circumven- 
ting the states. It started 
from scratch and only 


Not the sort of com- 
ments which would be 
appreciated by many of 
our current club officials 
but nevertheless they 
are totally and utterly 
correct. 

Australia has made 
undeniable huge strides 
at international level. 
Our U/16s, U/19s and 
senior Socceroos have 
come a long way in the 
last 10 years. We have a 
dozen or so Australian 
born and bred players 
forcing their way into 
some of Europe’s lead- 
ing clubs, yet our local 
National League is slow- 
ly but surely going 
through its death throes. 

Wells does not pull 
any punches when he 
approaches that old 
ethnic controversy: “At 
this crucial stage in Soc- 
cer’s development there 
is, in fact, a big danger 
of the support base of 
ethnic teams evaporat- 
ing, the club scene lan- 
guishing and the NSL, 
the internal showcase of 
the sport, crumbling. 

Nothing keeps specta- 
tors away from sport 
like a feeling of not be- 
longing and a lot of 
neutral Australians get 


that feeling at our crum- 
my NSL gtounds. 

Some of the financial- 
ly strong ethnic clubs 
should be in the bidding 
for franchises — but only 
if they are willing to re- 
gionalise and promote a 
non-ethnic image. 
Otherwise they should 
be prepared to maintain 
their identities in State 
Leagues and redefine 
their roles as talent 
groomers for the NSL”. 


Personally, I would be 
tempted to go even 
further than what Wells 
is suggesting. Let every 
single NSL club, includ- 
ing the more successful 
-ones like South Mel- 
bourne, Sydney Croatia, 
Marconi and Adelaide 
City go back to their so- 
called super State 
Leagues. 


This applies to all 14 
of them and will give 
State Federations a 
much needed boost. Let 
them play their competi- 
tions in opposition to 
the juniors, amateurs 
and church associations 
in winter while a brand 
new National League 
consisting of 12 franch- 
ises, community based 
and geographically situ- 
ated full professional 
outfits is created and 
played without opposi- 
tion during summer. 

Guarantee continuity 
by abolishing promotion 
and relegation for at 
least five years and we 
are bound to unearth 
enough big money, 
sports oriented people 
like Alan Bond, Kerry 
Packer, John Elliott and 


For the rest... 
turn to page 20 
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CAMERON SYRETT, — fulltime appointee as 

manager of the James Hardie NISL, who will be 

co-opted for World Indoor Cup promotional 
work. 


AUSTRALIAN 
National Coaching 
Director Nick Nico- 
lopoulos will visit 
New Zealand for a 
seven-day coaching 
programme. 

New Zealand Fut-Sal 
Federation President 
Bob Woodward and the 
AISF president Joe 
Brent have agreed on a 


THE YMCA is plan- 
ning to build an ex- 
tension to the ex- 
isting Youth Centre 
facilities at Epping 
NSW, which will 
provide Australia 
with an internatio- 
nal standard venue 
for indoor sport 
activities. 

“The new venue will 
provide Australia’s top 
gymnasts with training 
facilities and encourage 


coaching exchange pro- 
gramme with the New 
Zealand Federation. 

Primarily, Nick Nico- 
lopoulos will spend 
some time with the New 
Zealand national team 
and the junior Trans- 
Tasman reps who will 
compete in Australia in 
October. 

Included in the hectic 
seven-day tour will be 
the introduction of the 
James Hardie training 
manual to New Zealand 
coaches. 


VICTORIAN STATE 
LEAGUE 


NATIONAL INDOOR LEAGUE TEAM 


MELBOURNE BUFFALOS 


Applications are now being called for the 
following positions: 


©@ Coach 
®@ Assist. Coach 
@ Manager 


tated 


Australia now 
a World beater 


NO doubt Argentina, Saudi Arabia and Bra- 
zil together with most of the major Soccer 
nations will now be giving Australian Soc- 
cer the healthy respect it deserves follow- 
ing the national team’s performance in the 


Phillip 
Morris 
Ltd 
favour 
Spartans 


PHILLIP Morris Ltd 
have become the 
sole sponsors for 


recent Bicentennial Gold Cup. the Parramatta 
Equally interesting to note is that our players, Spartans. 

who can only be regarded as part time professionals In gaining this major 

compared to the totally sponsored full time pro- sponsor, Spartans 


fessional players of the visiting mations attending 
the Gold Cup, demonstrated a dedication to the 
sport of Soccer not as readily recognised in the 
visitors. 

Frank Arok, Eddie Thomson, the officials and the 
players participating in the Gold Cup are to be com- 
mended on the overall attitude of the Federation, 
the team and the officials for the duration of the 
event. 


Of particular note was the team spirit, patternsof 
play and the dedication of the players to their 
coaches which obviously paved the way for this 
excellent result. 


Australia will now take much more notice of the 
team’s performance in the forthcoming Olympic 
Games, and be looking forward to the team achiev- 
ing very favourable results. 


Indoor Soccer officials, following recent fact find- 
ing tours of Brazil and other South American coun- 
tries, have stated publicly that given the skill level of 
the South Americans and the basic of achieving this 
level of competance, which has now been intro- 
duced into Australia by the AISF, our national 
teams could well be rated amongst the best in the 
World. 


This applies in all facets of Soccer, and the results 
of the Australian team in the Gold Cup supports this 
supposition. 


The rapid development of skills amongst junior 
players regularly participating in Indoor Soccer has 
already been demonstrated by the results achieved 
by our national junior teams on their overseas tours. 


The Australian national men’s team, which was 
sixth at the 1985 World Championship, 
anticipates earning a place in the playoffs in the 1988 
World Cup. 


“Manager of the Year” 
for 1987, Bob Genner, 
smiled when he said 
“With Phillip Morris be- 
hind us and with a star- 
studded team up front, 
this year will belong to 
the Spartans!” 

Spartans’ coach, Ber- 
nie Duval, added: “The 
Phillip Morris support 
will sure help seal a deal 
with one more key play- 
er with whom we have 
been negotiating — this 
on top of the Osman 
brothers who joined. us 
recently. 

“T now have a perfect- 
ly balanced side of youth 
and experience.” 

Although destined to 
play their home games 
at the Fairfield Leisure 
Centre, the Spartans 
this year intend to coax 
their Parramatta 
supporters. 

“With Phillip Morris 
backing us, we intend to 
run press and radio ads 
promoting our home fix- 
tures. 

I’m sure the people of 
Parramatta will warm to 
a winning side if they 
know they’re winning 
and know where they’re 
winning,” said Bernie 
Duval. 


INDOOR 
SOCCER 


Summer Competition Starts Soon! 


Teams Required 
U/7 Boys to A/A Men 


FOLLOWING the State Meeting of the 
Queensland Association held on Sunday, 
17th July, the President Mr David Gilbert 
announced today that Queensland will 
have its largest season yet this summer. 


In order to prepare the coaches and referees for 
the oncoming season, David Gilbert announced that 
a referee as well as a coaches Level One course 
would be held on the weekend of the 13th and 14th 
of August at the Nambour Police and Citizens 
Centre. 


The State Association will conduct a full meeting 
on the same weekend in order to plan for the 
Summer Leagues, the selection of coaches and man- 
agers for the National Championships, Metro and 
State Leagues as well as the State Championships 
scheduled for the weekend of the 14th to 16th of 
October at the Chandler Sports complex. 


The Queensland Association ranks have recently 
been swelled by the transfer to Brisbane of the 
Canberra Avengers coach, Mr Bill Pursey and the 
National Executive Director, Mr Dennis Murray 
who has assumed the temporary role of co-ordinator 
of State Competition. ; 

Players, coaches and club delegates interested in 
attending the meetings in Nambour are requested to 
register by phoning Dennis Murray on (07) 287 3656. 


Meeting with FIFA 


THE President of the AISF, Joe Brent, said 
today that he was most impressed by the 
professionalism and .attitudes expressed to 
him by the FIFA president Joao Havelange 


competition for them 


right here in Sydney,” CP ETES ES 


U/12 Girls to A/A Women 
Over 35 Men 


and the Secretary General Sepp Blatter. 


In their brief informal 
meeting held at the 
venue during the 
Bicentennial Gold Cup 
final, Havelange wel- 
comed the opportunity 
to have direct dialogue 
with the AISF. 

He freely acknow- 
ledged the problems of 
communication that, ex- 
isted between the ASF 
and the Indoor Soccer 
Federation, which he 
believed were not in- 
surmountable. 

During the meeting 
they discussed the for- 
mat and teams par- 
ticipating in the World 
Cup, at which the 
FIFAchief expressed 
complimentary remarks 
on the size and quality 
of competition in the 
World Cup to be held in 
Australia this year. 


He also stated that at 


between himself and the 
President of FIFUSA 
Januario D’Alessio in 
Rio de Janeiro, it was 
agreed that a further 
meeting of the two 
federations would be 
held in November 
following the World In- 
door Soccer Cup. 

Havelange requested 
Joe Brent attend this 
meeting in order to have 
the opportunity to put 
forward Australia’s view 
on possible future co- 
operation between the 
two federations. 

Havelange also re- 
quested that the AISF 
agree to discontinue the 
current litigation against 
the ASF. 

Brent replied that the 
matter would be up to 
the respective lawyers of 
the parties to determine 
a satisfactory basis for 
conclusion of the pro- 


commented the 
YMCA’s Director of 
Youth Services, Mal- 
colm Rathbone. 

“Tt will also encour- 
age Australia-wide com- 
petition amongst those 
young people who are 
already representing 
their country overseas”. 

Keen indoor Soccer 
competitions are part of 
the activities at the 
centre, and the YMCA 
is seeking corporate 
sponsorship to assist to 
finance the huge 
project. 


WORLD INDOOR CUP 


© Promotion Officer 
© Physiotherapist 
© Press Correspondent 


© Players 


The successful applicants will have the 
opportunity to join Melbourne’s new 
exciting Indoor team which will compete in 
the 1988 James Hardie National Indoor 
Soccer League. 

Applications in writing to: 


MELBOURNE BUFFALO'S 
P.O. BOX 221 


Lc tes 4 
5 
ae) g 


BRUNSWICK 3056 it 


Wally Wombat 


supported by 


| 
Z 
HUUAUAQUAAAUODEOUNOUEQUEOOOOOTOOUEOONOU OOOO EO NOD Le: 


REGISTER NOW FOR INFORMATION 


conracr: & (02) 771 1677 


S2UUUEAODONODUAOOTOADEEAUEEAUUEOCEGAOEGOUEEAUOEDENGRA LCS 


Did you know that 
the James Hardie 
National Indoor Soc- 
cer League has‘ three 
sets of brothers play- 
ing in three of the 
league’s teams? 

* Brett and Scott 
Gilligan, with the 
Wollongong War- 
riors. 

* Erkin and Ercan 
Osman, playing with 
the Parramatta Spar- 
tans. 

* Boris and Zoran 
Atanavoski, playing 
with the Perth 
Cougars. 


a recent meeting held ‘ 
ceedings. 


NSW State League 


THE game of the week must to go the Fairfield City 
Dynamos. The match between Marios Boys and 
the Dynamos was important for the fact that a win 
would put the Dynamos truly into the top four. 

The first goal scored by Marios Boys after 5 minutes 
spurred the Dynamos on. 

Marios Boys were beaten to every ball as the Dyna- 
mos held their defence tight. 

“Ismal’”’ — the young 16-year-old goalkeeper for the 
Dynamos rarely touched the ball. 

Dynamos’ disciplined pattern of play took its toll on 
the unfortunate Marios Boys. Goals came from all 
sides, with Zelko Zec placing the ball behind the goal- 
keeper and into the net no less than three times, and 
the game finished with a 4-1 Dynamo triumph, 

The Fairfield City Dynamos will be in the James 
Hardie National Indoor Soccer League in 1988-89 sea- 
son with its full complement. 

Home base for the Dynamos will be the licensed club 
at Cabramatta German Austrian Club, Curtain St. 
Cabramatta. Supporters are welcome to join the dyna- 
mic team and several V.I.P. memberships are available 
now. AH 604 1709, 728 7724. 
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BY MICHAEL DEANE 
THE local derby be- 


tween Sydney 
Macedonia and 
Bankstown Soccer 
Club turned out to 
be a rather predict- 
able affair, played 
out at Jensen Park. 

Neither team was at 
all prepared to concede 
a blade of grass to the 
other, as is so often the 
case in such encounters. 

It was a tough, tense 
no-holds-barred match 
which fittingly ended in 
a 2-2 draw. 


NSW INTER 
URBAN 


AT 18.7.8 


Inter Urban 


64422 13 16 
643 24 16 16 
5631411 16 
48218 17 16 
634 26 19 15 
15.465 19 22 14 
15 45.6 24 27 13 
135 2.6 19 23 12 
144 2.8 16 27 10 
13148 16 31 6 


3.101 249 14 21 
5 92 433 15 20 
3 92 2 28 18 20 
474 3211718 
372 431 21 16 
4 72 5211516 
427 50011 
4 42 820U10 
432 915% 8 
i929 81792 7 
6 139111397 5 
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75 2261319 
65 1251017 
65 4321917 
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44 6232812 
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22111946 6 
131210 13.394 


43 616211 
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ARGENTINAS 


Sydney Macedonia 
appeared to have a 
slight edge in the 
finishing department. 

Each time they pene- 
trated a solid Bank- 
stown defence the side 
looked likely to score 
from its many goal- 
mouth opportunities. 

The problem with 
Macedonia’s attack was 
the utter lack of shots on 
target. 

Even when they did 
manage to get their 
strikes in the right direc- 
tion, Bankstown 
goalkeeper David Hay 
proved more than equal 
to the task. 

Simply, Hay stood be- 
tween Sydney Macedo- 
nia and any victory. 

Both teams had dif- 
ficulty forcing the pace 
as the respective mid- 


77-024 13 21 
83 4282019 
66 426 2216 
63 69 2 15 
36 62835 12 
437201 
42 9233210 
18 7112210 
32 8192 6 
23101727 7 


Ameitie... 15113 143 92 
763277192 
76 3181720 
75 231 15 19 
65 32317 17 
65 524217 
64 6 4427 16 
47 523215 
6263414 
18 6153310 
15 14101140 6 
16 21122151 5 


4.93235 15 21 
491 4 42 16 19 


Sydhey LEOANON nn 13 6 3 4 24 14 15 
Ashour Star 3 6 3 4 20 11 15 
Maccabi Hakoah 3.535 38.30 15 
Cobreloa 0532211513 
‘SPQ Noantri. 46 17 25 38 13 
Assyrian 26 06 2227 12 


4329173 8 
43291442 8 
. 90361024 3 


5111 3.90 14 23 
3 83 2301719 
3 82 332 18 18 
3 70 63H 14 
9 52 221 912 
12.43 5212311 
451 8182711 
3 43 623011 
2417018 9 
4338228 9 
42111 938 5 
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fields got stuck in, and 
therefore the game be- 
came a battle of wits in 
the middle of the park 
and a thrust and parry 
affair for exceptionally 
long periods. 

In the 14th minute a 
well directed ball from 
Bankstown’s David 
White landed in the area 
and team-mate Robbie 
Thompson, running 
strongly in from the 
middle of the field, con- 
nected with a fine head- 
er and sent the ball in 
from close range. 


Macedonia began to 
up the pressure and 
overun the Bankstown 
defence. 

Their midfielders pro- 
ceeded to play many 
diagonal balls to the 
wings, which had 
Town’s defence spread 
thinly on many occa- 
sions. 

Yet their wingers did 
not possess the neces- 
sary speed to capitalise 
on these tactics and the 
promising moves reg- 
ularly broke down. 

Macedonia were re- 
warded for their strong 
push forward when Leo 
Arcosa found the back 
of the net, following a 
misunderstanding be- 
tween keeper Hays and 
his defenders. 

The score remained 
locked at one goal 
apiece at the half-time 
break. 

The second half was 
played at a much more 
leisurely pace and both 
sides used the flanks to 
advantage. 

The game subse- 
quently opened up and 
as a result added much 
excitement and enjoy- 
ment to the spectators, 
who were plentiful and 
very vocal in support of 
their teams. 

A feature of the game 
was the powerful run- 
ning of former Austra- 
lian Schoolboy in- 
ternational Scott Gil- 
bert, who gave Hay 
some very anxious mo- 
ments. The game was 
played out to the end 
with no further scoring 
chances being created. 

Both clubs had an en- 
joyable get-together af- 


The South 


American 
Express 


Only 11 hours non-stop from Auckland to Buenos Aires on 

Aerolineas Argentinas Transpolar flight. Every Wednesday with 
same-day arrival in Buenos Aires and most major cities in South 
America. 


Buenos Aires — it’s on your way! 


Convenient stopover facilities.allow you to visit this fa: 
city before continuing on your way. Ask your Travel Agent about 
South American tours as well as special Circle Americas and Round 
the World fares. Because, once you say “ye: 
you will discover a whole new range of travei options. So, add a 
little spice and excitement to your next trip to Europe or 
North America . . 


fly The South ae Express! _ 2 
ALEROLINEAS ARGENTINAS 
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ter the game. It must be 
said that whilst there 
was not a clear-cut win- 
ner, Soccer was most de- 
finitely a winner. 

If games such as this 
were more the rule 
rather than the excep- 
tion, then the sport will 
progress to achieve its 
full potential. 
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to South America, 


Bateman to the rescue 


THIRD DIVISION 


BY WES SAWINA 


SOUTHERN Districts 
celebrated their first 
“home” game with 
a narrow 1-0 victory 
over Rooty Hill West 
on Sunday. 

Due to an ongoing dis- 
pute over Ernie Smith 
Reserve, District have up 
to now been using Stan- 
well Park as their home 
ground. 

Surpringly the match 
did not reach the high 
standard expected from 
two of the divisions’s 
leading teams. Tight mar- 
king and dour defence 
were the order of the day. 

After a goaless first 
half, Bateman opened his 
team’s account in the 58th 
minute with a freak goal 
from 24 metres. 

He watched to his de- 
light and everyone’s 
amazement as Bowen 
misjudged a chipped free 


kick, which then trickled 
over the line with the 
Hills defence flat-footed. 

Desperation defence in 
the final five minutes 
from Bateman, who 
cleared of the line and 
keeper Sehic kept Hills 
scoreless. 

Up the ‘tahs! 

Orange continued their 
fine second round form, 
registering an important 
1-0 win over Mount 
Druitt at Popondetta. 

Despite the return of 
Andy Ward. Druitt found 
it difficuit to crack the 
well organised Waratah’s 
defence. Although in con- 
trol for most of the game, 
they had nothing to show 
when Davidson blasted in 
the decisive goal in the 
59th minute. 

From that point they 
were always struggling 
and Hood’s miss of two 
relatively simple opportu- 
nites summed up their 
day. 

The win elevates 


Orange to equal second 
on the table, with the 
semi-final race really hot- 
ting up. 

With Dulwich Hill cer- 
tain premiers, there are 
now seven teams vying 
for the remaining three 
berths all within a point of 
each other. 

Rooty Hill West’s 
Charity Day promotion at 
Cawarra Park on Sunday 
is sure to create wide in- 
terest. 

A win over Bondi is vi- 
tal to their prospects and 
would cap what club offi- 
cials are confidently pre- 
dicting will be an en- 
tertainment bonanza. 
The programme com- 
mences at 10am. 

Meanwhile, at Ernie 
Smith Reserve Orange 
and Southern Districts 
will be doing battle in 
another match, while 
Moorebank will find the 
going tough against Baul- 
kham Hills at Ted Hor- 
wood Reserve. 


GOLD CUP EUPHORIA 


Me: 
other visionaries to in- 
vest their funds and get 


this project off the 
ground. 


Shades of the ill-fated 
attempts in the 
States a few years ago? 
Maybe so, but there is 
one major difference. 


Football already has a 
strong grass roots base 
in this country. Some- 
thing like half a million 
registered players gives 
us a huge edge com- 
pared to what the game 
was faced with in the 
States. 


We also have their ex- 
periences to learn a les- 
son from and, at any 
tate, their attempts did 
not entirely go to waste. 
After all the United 


Continued 


we yt s 


States has just been 
given the right by FIFA 
to stage the 1994 World 
Cup. 

Some failure! There 
really is no other way for 
us to go. Football can- 
not afford to simply rely 
on the gallant efforts of 
our Socceroos. A new 
strong, viable, high pro- 
file and fully professio- 
nal National League 
which caters for the 
whole community is an 
absolute must if the 
sleeping giant of Austra- 
lian sport is ever going 
to reach its long awaited 
promised land. 

The players want it, 
football fans are crying 
out for it and our 
thousands of juniors de- 
serve it. It’s now up to 


ae 
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U/13 REP. TEAM — LISMORE DISTRICT SOCCER LTD. 


than anybody”. 


our administrators to 
make the imagined im- 
possibility become real- 
ity; otherwise bring in 
new ones who will. The 
time for band aid cures 
»svell and truly over. 

Allow the old, disea- 
se-riddled patient to go 
peacefully to his death 
and let’s give birth to a 
new vibrant professional 
era for Australian 
Soccer. 

As Jeff Wells rightly 
pointed out in his con- 
clusion: “The day of the 
amateur is long gone 
and the semi professio- 
nal has no future. 

Anything that can 
work should be allowed 
to work and our Soccer 
players deserve it more 


Back row: J. Matthews (coach), G. Fields, B. Matthews, S. Foster, S. Bell, 
S. Porter, A. Nobbs, N. Sheather, I. Morhaus (manager). 
Front row: T. Percival, M. Predo, R. Latta, R. Cox, J. Kennedy, B. Pollard, A. 


Russell, J. Morhaus. 


AFT IY BONES ROSETTE 


EUR Socces 
RATION 


PATRON: The Hon R.B. Rowland Smith MLC, Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing. 


SUPPORT FOR SOCCEROOS 


“Crocodile Dundee”, Bruce Springsteen, 
Michael Jackson, eat your hearts out... 

For sheer entertainment and enjoyment, 
nothing comes close to sitting behind the 
goals at the recent Gold Cup clash between 
the Socceroos and Argentina. 

Those of us who chose to sit behind the goal and 
cheer for our favourite team are still on a high, 
which we possibly never will come down from. 

Approximately 500 were among the group that 
cheered and sang itself hoarse for more than two 
hours. 

Congratulations to the chorus leaders who did a 
fantastic job and without whom we may have sat 
quietly all night. 

The majority of singers were in fact juniors from 
the Sydney Youth League and they represented 
almost every club in the competition. 

The target of our singing was, of course, the 
Socceroos. However, the Argentine supporters also 
received their fair share and Andy Paschalidis found 
out how popular he is with the footballing public 
when he was serenaded with a couple of verses of 
“ANDY ANDY.” P 

“Alphabet”, as he is known for obvious reasons, 
was always quick to join in as conductor if we began 
to quieten down a bit. 

The newly-formed choir continued their celebra- 
tions long after the match by singing all the way out 
of the stadium and down the streets of Sydney. 

I will never forget the comment of an SFS official 
at the gate as we passed through: “It must have been 
a good win?’’. The poor fellow had no idea just 
how good a win it was. 
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ILLAWARRA U1 


Ne: Ze 


ILLAWARRA U717: D. Norris, |. Morris, W. Wardle, G. Velgski, A. Mazzara, 
¢. Jovanovski, R. Graskoski, J. Hutchinson, M. Kearney, R. Ristevski, J. 


Rathbone. 


Sydney Croatia Under 15’s 


BLACKTOWN City 
Demons continue to 
Promote junior clubs 
in the area. 

Immediately before the 
Demons vs Melita Eagles 
clash on Sunday, August 
7, two teams of six players 
in three different age 
groups will shoot for the 
“Straight Shooter’’ 
trophy. 

Ten clubs started the 
quest on Sunday, July 24 
at Parklea Soccer Club, 
with the winners of the 
semi-finals appearing at 
the Gabbie Stadium. 

Noel Schmutter Ford, 
of Blacktown, is sponsor- 
ing the competition for 
the fourth successive 
year. 


MELITA Eagles Under 
13 goalkeeper Jamie 
Whitton is ready to 
make a return to 
youth league, heaving 
recovered from a 
broken leg suffered 
during a Gucci Shield 
quarter final earlier in 
the year. 

He has been training 
with goalkeeper coach 
John McDonald, and 
hopes to get in a number 
of matches before the 
season closes. 


= } 
P. Piacentin, K. Hebben, B. Montgomery, M. Forte, 
Franklin, P. Tekirdaglis, R. Davies, E. Elmir, J. Simunski, T. Krickl, W. 
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SYDNEY CROATIA U15: Coach: Eduardo Moerbeck, Manager: 


Juan Carlos Jettar, 


Phisiotherapist: Paul Harris, Nathan Harris, Tom Razdaric, Mark Babic, Tony Popovic, Ante 
Zizic, Gary Deprato, Andy Sharpe, Andrew French, Mathew Zec, David Bertram, Mario 


Kardum, Mark Maric, Tommy Prusac. 


Mark Babic’s luck 


BY IAN MARRIOTT 


MARK Babic must be thinking that all his 
Christmases have come at once. 


Four weeks ago 
Mark, who plays for 
Sydney Croatia, was 
going to have to be con- 
tent to win the competi- 
tion with his team. 

That was before an 
unfortunate accident 
saw Jason Golby, in- 
tended striker for the 
U15 State team, slip a 
disc only a week before 
the tournament. 

Mark was immediate- 
ly brought into the team 
to replace Jason and at 
the end of the tourna- 
ment was informed that 
he had made the squad 
to go into camp at Park- 
lea to trial for a position 
in the national Under 16 
team. 

Not only did he make 
it to the camp, but was 
impressive enough for 
coach Vic Dalgleish to 
include him in the final 
20. Well done Mark! 


Peed 


I read with interest in 
last week’s ASW that 
Tony Raciti (“Mr Apia 
Juniors”) has challenged 
the national Under 16 
squad to a game or two. 


Tony believes that he 
has a number of players 
worthy of selection. Of 
course, it is highly im- 
probable that the match 
will go ahead, so Tony 
will have to be satisfied 
with the excellent win 
over Sydney Croatia in 
Under 15 a couple of 
weeks ago, which is like- 
ly to see his team win 
the minor premiership. 
And, of course, he can 
look forward to the up- 
coming semis and finals. 


Rep Teams 


The final selections 
for the Under 13 and 14 
State squads took place 
during a week-long 
camp at Valentine Park 
recently. 

The 13s national 
championships are this 
year being organised by 
the Southern Districts 
Association and will be 
held at Marconi Stadium 
while the 14s are orga- 
nised by Sutherland and 
take place at Bates 
Drive. 

Both associations will 
do a tremendous job 
and interstate teams can 


EET] 

For State, Robertson & Amateur Cups, 

Semi-Finals scheduled for SUNDAY 31ST 
JULY 


UNDER 14; Croatia Werrington v Shoalhaven, Pendle Hill v 
Sydney United. 

UNDER 16: CSI v Shoalhaven, Connells Pt v Randwick PB. 

UNDER 18: East Bansktown v St Ives, North Epping Ran- 
gers v Castle Hill Spts. 

ROBERTSON CUP: East Bankstown v Granville Waratah, 
West Pennant Hills v Pendle Hill. 

AMATEUR CUP: Panania v Greenacre, Lilli Pilli vy Carlton 
Rovers. 

LIMBRO YOUTH LEAGUE GAMES W/O 


uUi7 


UI3 U14 UI5S Played 
30 


Manly v Gladesville 0-4 22 10 24/7 
Cantville v APIA 21 21 0-3 O04 24/7 
Cent. Coast v Sthn Dists 1-1 02 01 1-0 24/7 
Marconi v Illawarra. 10 13 10 30 24/7 
‘Warringah v Macarthur 01 00 1-1 21 24/7 
Bankstown v Yugal 31 10 30 02 24/7 
B/town City v St George 10 00 10 32 247 
Marconi v Sthn Dist. 214 40 10 40 20/7821/7 


y break 


Sydney Croatia has been having an out- 
standing run in the NSW U15 Youth 


League. 


Three players, Andrew French, Tony Popovic, 
Gary Deprato and Matthew Zec were in the Austra- 
lian championship winning NSW team. 

David Bertram is a NSW indoor Soccer repre- 
sentative:. Coach Eduardo Moerbeck has the team 
working together in a typically smooth South Amer- 


ican style. 


be assured of excellent 
facilities at both 
grounds. 

The Under 13s are 
particularly lucky as the 
Marconi Stadium sur- 
face is believed to be the 
best in Australia and the 
overall facilities avail- 
able are second to none. 

Under 13 and 14 
squads are as follows: 

Under 13: S. Omac 
(Melita), J. Tagini (Mar- 
coni), F. Katholos (St 
George Assoc.), S. 
Moore (Macarthur 
Assoc.), T. Josevski (St 
George Assoc.), P. Dee 
(Sydney Olympic), F. 
Maccalino (St George 
Assoc.), D. Dunshealth 
(Sutherland Assoc.), T. 
Vissaritis (Canterbury- 
Marrickville), D. Esali 
(St George Assoc.), D. 
Nguyen (Macarthur 
Assoc.), M. Jerman 
(Blacktown City), J. 


Bourke (Marconi), A. 
Ceccoli (Apia), D. Iocca 
(Marconi), D. Thomas 
(Sutherland Assoc.), S. 
Treloar — Manager, W. 
Simpson — Coach, N. 
Ross — Trainer. 

Under 14: D. Noffke 
(St George Assoc.), A. 
Crews (Blacktown City), 
C, Miljak (Yugal(, S. 
Sweeney (Blacktown 
City), A. Stajcic (Melita), 
A. Dowling (St George 
Assoc.), D. Abercrom- 
bie (Polonia), A. Moria 
(St George Assoc.), G. 
Vazquez (Blacktown 
City), G. Spiteri (Melita), 
P. Pavlidis (St George 
Assoc.), F. Serratore 
(Sydney Olympic), D. 
Elkin (Apia), D. Stipic 
(Apia), T. Milicic 
(Croatia), A. Triantafi- 
lou (Sydney Olympic). J. 
Hedison — Manager, J. 
Haines — Coach, T. 
Stephenson — Trainer. 


UMBRO YOUTH LEAGUE 


UMBRO YOUTH LEAGUE 
ROUND 24 
SATURDAY 23TH JULY 
DIVISION 1 
U13, U14 U15 U17 
Croatia Sydney v_ Sthn Districts 10 41 wh wi 
Iawarra Assn v_ Apia Leichhardt O01 10 1-2 02 
Cant. M'ville v_ Blacktown City 03 20 07 32 
Central Coast v_ Melita Eagles 02 03 03 14 
Canterbury v Sydney Olympic 21 23 24 0-10 
Marconi v_ St George 1-141 30 O01 
Sutherland v_ Nepean Assn. 42 00 21 00 
DIVISION 2 
v_ Rockdale 00 10 22 1-0 
praia Assn v Ku-ting-gai 00 03 20 00 
Gladesville v_ Bankstown Assn 1-00 O17 25S 1-0) 
Nth Bankstown v_ Warringah O01 00 OF 1-1 
Waris vy Macarthur Assn lots O-One-9 
ren ied v Yugal O4 1-2 21 32 
Campbelltown v_ Polonia 23 01 03 1-4 
METROPOLITAN CHAMPIONSHIP 
ROUND 10 
SUNDAY 24TH JULY DIVISION 1 
Uli ~Ui2 
Blacktown v_ Ku-ring-gai nil = 0-4 
Mawarra v nil = 1-0 
Granville v_ Canterbury Ch SE 
Gladesville vy Central Coast nil wi 
Sthn & Easter v_ Manly Warringah 10 1-2 
Macarthur v St George 1-2 00 
Nepean v Sutherland 2H ot Er? 
‘Sthn Districts bye 
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BY MURRAY JONES 


GRIFFITHS High School travelled to Jelbart 
Park, North Albury to contest the Riverina 


final of the Commonwealth Bank, Bill Tur-_ 


ner Cup against North Albury High and 
came away 2-0 winners. 


Both sides started at a 
Tapid pace despite the 
extremely heavy ground 
and there was little be- 
tween them in the area 
of skills. 

However, in the 10th 
minute Jamie Whit- 
worth broke the dead- 
lock with a top goal. 
Within minutes this 
talented Griffiths striker 
hobbled from the field, 
injured, a legacy of a 
P.E. accident the day 
before. 

This had the effect of 
driving the North 
Albury boys into several 
determined raids but it 
also made the Griffiths 
side as equally deter- 
mined to hold on to that 
precious lead. 

The second half began 
with North Albury 
showing much more fire 
but the Griffiths defence 
was resolute. With time 
slipping away, North 
Albury became more 
and more desperate 
which actually led to a 
disastrous “push” inside 
the penalty area. 

The resultant penalty 
kick was calmly con- 
verted by arguably the 
best player on the 
park, Jason Lal. Griffith 
hung on to their lead un- 
til the final whistle. 

Jason Lal, a Fijian lad 
has the potential for a 
bright future in Soccer 
while Steven Armanini 
was tireless in the Grif- 
fith defence. 

For North Albury, 
Greg McKillop was al- 
ways dangerous up front 
while Brendon Boyd in 
the midfield and Ian 
Gebbels at sweeper had 
sound games. 

The final was watched 
by about one hundred 
spectators and was co- 
vered by AMV4 TV for 
the evening sports sec- 


tion of the local news. 
Leading commentator 
Rohan Glenn inter- 
viewed Ian Belgre from 
Albury North about the 
game and the competi- 
tion in general. 

Griffiths 2 (Jamie 
Whitworth, Jason Lal) d 
Albury North 0. Re- 
feree Graham 
Gebbels. 


AS 


Bocce™ 


NSL YOUTH LEAGUE 
NORTH 


NEXT WEEK’S MATCHES 

ROUND 20 

Sat July 30: Olympic v Adamstown 
at St George Stadium 1pm 

St George v Apia at St George Sta- 
dium 3pm 

Sun July 31: Apia v Wollongong at 
Lambert Park 12.15pm 

Croatia v St George at Croatian 
Sprots Centre 12.15pm 

Olympic v Marconi at Football Sta- 
dium 12.15pm 


RESULTS: OLYMPIC 4 (Lardis 2, 
Sorras, Sharpley) ADAMSTOWN 0; 
ST GEORGE 1 (Aranyi) Apia 0; 
MARCONI 3 (Viiestra 0.g., Lowe, K. 
Okon) WOLLONGONG 2 (Higgs, 
Martinoski). 


LEADING SCORERS: 


19 Tony Krstovic CROATIA 
13 Peter Murray ADAMSTOWN 
10 Jason Bennett OLYMPIC 
9 Klaus Okon MARCONI 
8 John Koch OLYMPIC 
8 Steve Dimoudis ST GEORGE 
8 Tony Pisano APIA 
7 John Kakakios ST GEORGE 
7 Tony Kardum CROATIA 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 


SYDNEY Olympic 
turned in one of their 
best performances of 
the year in beating 
Adamstown 4-0, with 
Michael Lardis scoring 
twice, while St 
George struggled to a 
1-0 win over APIA and 
Maconi took a strong 
hold of fourth place, 
downing Wollongong 
3-2. 


WOLLONGONG 2 
MARCONI 3 
Wollongong again 
tested one of the top sides 
but. were still unable to 
take both points as Mar- 


coni stretched their lead 
to three points over 


Adamstown for fourth 


place. 

The Wolves opened the 
scoring in the 17th minute 
when Jason Higgs inter- 
cepted a poor backpass 
from Agiasotis and chip- 
ped over the goalie 
Schwarzer. 


Marconi hit back rather 
fortunately when Danny 
Vliestra slid the ball into 
his own goal in attemp- 
ting to clear a Klaus Okon 
shot in the 27th minute. 


Despite five yellow 
cards handed out just be- 
fore and after the break, 
the match was competi- 
tive but not rough. 

Ten minutes into the 
second period, David 
Lowe fired the Leopards 
into the lead from 30 
metres out after Katholos 
had laid the ball back. 


Curiously, Wollongong 
lost Higgs, sent off in the 
59th minute for no appa- 
rent reason, and Marconi 
took control. 

Katholos was fouled by 
Marjanovic in the box 
and Klaus Okon netted 
the spot kick in the 69th 
minute. 


Marconi managed to 
hold on to the points de- 
spite Done Martinoski 
scoring Wollongong’s 
second goal in the 76th 
minute from a Bonetig 
cross. 

The Leopards are look- 
ing good for the semi- 
finals. 


BY ALISTAIR RUSSELL 


MARCONI: Schwarzer, 
Agiasotis, Cortes, P. Okon, 
Mammone, Gunning, Budini 
(Carlucclo), Lovan, Lowe, K. 
Okon, Katholos. 


WOLLONGONG: Atsas, 
Vilestra, Trajevski, Baggott, 
Stumbles, Marjanovic, McEvoy, 
Martinoski, Higgs, Bonetig, 
Ward (D'Amico). 


ST GEORGE 1 
APIA O 
The Saints had every- 
thing to play for and the 


Strikers had nothing to 
lose. 


As a result, St George 
struggled and APIA 
turned in one of their best 
matches of the year. 


APIA, however, failed 
to take a hold of the game 
on the scoresheet. 


In the 24th minute they 
should have gone ahead 
when Peter Xenos was 
fouled in the box, but 
Bouhoutsos made a fine 
save off Palapanis’ penal- 
ty kick. 


In less than a minute 
Apia’s spirit was broken 
when Matthew Bingley 
swung the ball into the 
box for David Aranyi to 
slot home. 


APIA tumed in a bril- 
liant second half display 
but were unable to breach 
Saints’ defence. 


For St George the 
points may yet prove in- 
valuable as they tackle 
Croatia for the title next 
week. 


ST GEORGE: Bouhoutsos 
(Filan), Sotirou, G 
Naumovski, Morak 
Drossos, Dimoudis, 
Aranyi, Bingley. 


APIA: Mikuletic, Ancora, 
Cosentino, Palapanis, Franze, 
Hadden, Ruperto (Blake), Kara- 
vatakis, Licastro (Parison), 


Deveridge, Xenos. 


ADAMSTOWN O 
OLYMPIC 4 

Adamstown needed a 
least a point to stay in 
touch with Marconi but 
the Rosebuds were out- 
played by Olympic who 
took a 2-0 halftime lead. 

Oldridge, Hrist and 
Sharpely combined to 
send Lardis away and he 
scored with a 20-metre 
shot in the 43rd minute. 


Craig Sharpley added 
the second a minute later, 
following a cross from the 
left. 

Eric Hrist found substi- 
tute George Sorras in the 
75th minute. 

A minute from the end, 
Sorras drew the defence, 
and the “keeper, before 
slipping a pass for Lardis 
to slot home. 


ADAMSTOWN: Kedweli, 
Richards, Block, Mountford, 
Coutts, Tyson, Beagan, 
McWhirter, Gilday, Murray 
(Wells), McGregor. 

OLYMPIC: 
lou, Geor: Plataniotis, 
Scott, Hrist, lis, Sharpely, 
Oldridge, Bennett (Sorras), Re- 
fenes (Loumanis). 


Shameful 
66 'S rT] n 399 


MELBOURNE “Sun 
News Pictorial” 
has managed to 
alienate the Soccer 
public once again 
with its coverage of 
the Bicentennial 


Triantafl- 


Gold Cup. 
Melbourne’s daily 
VFL guide was 


swamped with com- 
plaints and was publicly 
chastised for its efforts 
on the Friday after Aus- 
tralia had sensationally 
knocked off world 
champions Argentina 
4-1 in Sydney. 

The ‘Age’, ‘Austra- 
lian’, ‘Daily Mirror’ and 
the likes all led with the 
story on front and back 
pages. 

The result even made 
news - often even bigger 
news - in places like 
London, Buenos Aires 
and Athens. 

But the Melbourne 
paper relegated Soccer’s 
greatest triumph in this 
country to the seventh 
back page in its Friday 
morning edition. 

The ‘Sun’ led with 
“BT DROPPED”, 
apparently a reference 
to some world-famous 
Collingwood (VFL) play- 
er who hadn’t managed 
a place in the team for 
the following weekend’s 
games. 

Say no more...... 

--Greg Blake 


Subbuteo 


ONCE again the Aus- 
tralian Subbuteo 
Table Soccer Associa- 
tion is staging a major 
tournament, following 
hard on the heels of its 
successful Sydney 
Open in April. 


This time, the event is 
the first Doubles Table 
Soccer Cup, a format in 
which Australia is a world 
leader. 

With two players con- 
trolling a team, the pace 
of the game is faster, and 
there is more scope for 
team moves. Also, with a 
blending of styles in the 
pairings, the singles rank- 
ing mean nothing, and 
anything can, and often 
does, happen with shock 
results. 

The Association is ex- 
pecting 16 of the best 
pairings from among the 
Sydney players. 

Subbuteo table Soccer 
has thousands of fans in 
Australia, and millions 
around the world. The 
aim of our association is 
to encourage the local 
players to take up com- 
petitions regularly and 
to improve their know- 
ledge of the results and 
the skills of the game. 

Too many people shy 
away from suggestions of 
competition, thinking 


there is no place for be- 
ginners. However, the 
association is committed 
to encouraging novices to 
develop their skills and 
makes an effort to put 
players with others of a 
similar standard in com- 
petitions, so they can 
develop. 

Already there are four 
clubs in Sydney, with the 
Falconians TSC in North 
Sydney, and clubs in St 
George, Blacktown and 
Toongabbie. Plans are 
under way to establish 
further clubs in the East- 
ern Suburbs, the Fairfield 
area, Lane Cove and the 
Sutherland district. 

Table Soccer provides a 
great chance for all ages 
to compete on equal 
terms as there is no be- 
nefit to either age or sex. 

Women are also en- 
couraged to take up com- 
petition. 

The Doubles Cup will 
be staged on Sunday, July 
31 at the North Sydney 
Anzac Club (Miller St, 
Nth Sydney), starting at 
1pm until 6.30pm. Offi- 
cials of the Association 
will be on hand to explain 
the rules. Entrance is free 
for visitors and we wel- 
come any spectators, 

Further information is 
available from Stephen 
Dettre on 958 5271. 


NAME: Tony Telisman 
DOB: 5-2-71 (STATE NSW) 
POSITIONS: Striker 


Write to ASW Let- 
ters, PO Box 406 
Broadway, NSW 
2007. 


Please restrict letters 
to a maximum of 150 
words and prefer- 
ably typed, if not 
neatly hand-written. 


OPINIONS 


1 strongly disagree with 
your recent editorial. 
Australian Soccer suc- 
cess depends on the 
Socceroos. 

The only way to sustain 
a strong national side is 
by having the strongest 
Australian players that 
are based in this country 
all playing in the same 
division — the West End 
National League. 

Forget about interstate 
games, because that 


only works for “amateur” 
sports. Soccer in this 
country needs to be a 
“professional’’ sport to 
succeed. 

After a strong national 
league is permanently 
established, the next 
step should be to de- 
velop a 2nd Division 
North (covering Sydney, 
Brisbane, Newcastle, 
Wollongong) and a 2nd 
Division South (covering 
Melbourne, Adelaide, 
Tasmania and possibly 
Perth). 


Promotion and relega- 
tion must be an integral 
part of our Soccer com- 
petition, it keeps all the 
teams honest, and gives 
the minnows something 
to strive for. 

Tony Sims, 

Bondi Beach NSW 
[Your opinion is re- 
spected. Many of our 
best clubs are waiting to 
see if they can sustain 
NSL costs after 1989, 
and no-one has come up 
with a formula to cover 
Second Division costs. 
On properly conducted 
interstate games, with 


Australia’s distances they 
are the equivalent of in- 
ternationals overseas. 
There can be pride in 
state, as well as club and 
country. — Ed] 


BREAKTHROUGH 


DESPITE Australia’s 2-0 
loss to Brazil (a super- 
power in world Soccer) 
the performance of our 
team was superb! Con- 
sidering the scant re- 
sources available to 
Soccer (or football as it is 
called everywhere else 
on the planet Earth) and 
the recent problems Aus- 
tralian Soccer has been 
experiencing, the 
performance of our team 
is something we can all 
be proud of. 

It is apparent now that 
the Bicentennial Gold 
Cup has been a success 
and for a brief moment 
broke the paranoid 
mentality that so often 
prevails in nearly all 
aspects of Australian 
thinking. 

-For the first time the 
Australian Soccer team 
showed to the world and 


22 AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY — JULY 27, 1988 


to ourselves that we can 
compete with the best. 

Australian Soccer has 
done all it can and now it 
is up to the Australian 
public to rally not only 
behind Soccer but other 
endeavours, to place 
Australia on the world 
map and be treated 
seriously. 

While it remains to be 
seen whether the Aus- 
tralian mentality has 
come of age, the 
Bicentennial Gold Cup 
has at least shown what 
we are capable of. 

This tournament has 
provided much inspira- 
tion to the Bicentennial 
Year and certainly added 
to world recognition that 
very few events can 
equal. 

| certainly hope too that 
this marks a new era in 
Australian Soccer with a 
more rewarding future. 


SOCCEROOS 


THE attacking flair and 
composure of the Austra- 
lian team against world 


class opponents is a 
credit to the players and 
coaches and would satis- 
fy even the most fasti- 
dious fans; well almost. 

Bouquets to the major- 
ity of Australian suppor- 
ters who voiced their 
appreciation. 

Brickbats to the minor- 
ity, some of whom | was 
unfortunate to meet, who 
compared the Aussie 
performance to a State 
League division three 
game, and who took 
great pain to not only ridi- 
cule both teams but also 
to suggest that the visit- 
ing nations would send 
out third or fourth string 
players in full inter- 
nationals beamed to 
something like 65 coun- 
tries worldwide. 

Wes Sawina, 
Blacktown 2148. 


WOLF, WOLF 


HARRY Michaels may 
have felt that he gave 
Soccer in Wollongong a 
lift, but the game con- 
tinues after he has gone. 


Alan Brazil and Co, 


were great players in 


their day, but so were 
Judy Masters, Joe Mar- 
ston and Bobby Bignell. 
Today is the day of the 
Pat Brodniks and the 
Randall Easthorpes who 
aren't doing a bad job to 
be about top in a com- 
petition consisting of the 
top 14 teams in Australia, 
and they do compare 
rather favourably with the 
Steelers and the Hawks. 
Credit must be due to 
the Wolves chairman, 
Laurie Kelly, John Vliet- 
stra and his committee, 
and, of course, to coach 
John Fleming and all the 
players who have pro- 
vided us with first-class 
entertainment, without 
brutality, and consistent 
victories over the past 
two years. 
(name supplied) 
West Wollongong 


BRAZIL’S 
TACTICS 


| am a very keen suppor- 
ter of Australian Soccer, 
and am an Australian 
through and through with 
no links to any ethnic 
group. 


! am a member of both 
the ASTA and the ASMF, 
and | am involved with a 
Western Super League 
team. 

On Sunday, July 17, 
Australian Soccer was 
robbed. 

| refer to the Bicenten- 
nial Gold Cup final be- 
tween Australia and Bra- 
zil. | know Soccer is my 
great love, and | am a 
true believer in a good, 
hard, honest and well 
fought game. 

But | was so disap- 
pointed that a team like 
Brazil, which | had grown 
up respecting in inter- 
national football, would 
stoop so low as to use 
strong-arm tactics to win 
a match. 

| take nothing away 
from the Brazilian goals, 
but the true winners in 
professionalism, persist- 
ence and fair play were 
the Australians. 

Finally, what a great 
shame it is to see a great 
footballing nation like 


Brazil turn to such 
tactics. 

Murray Burfitt 

Scarborough, WA 6019 


ENGLAND’‘s glamour clubs will decide in 
two weeks whether they will breakaway to 
form a 10-team Super League funded by 
royalties from the independent ITV 
network. 


The rebel 10, who have been offered a four-year 
$70 million deal by ITV for exclusive television cover- 
age rights, have agreed to wait until an extraordinary 
general meeting of the English League on August 8. 

All 92 professional English clubs will then have to 
choose between the ITV deal and an offer from a 
joint BBC-British Satellite Broadcasting consortium. 

England’s top clubs were all set to accept ITV’s 
offer and go their separate ways when cooler heads 
prevailed and they agreed to wait until the EGM 
considered both bids. 

BBC/BSB are offering some $18 million less but 
their planned coverage would include all four divi- 
sions, not just the best-supported teams as is the case 
with ITV. 

League officials are confident that the League will 
not break up, even if the meeting accepts the BSB/ 
BBC offer — a distinct possibility since the “gla- 
mour” clubs are greatly outnumbered in voting 
strength. 
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Around the globe %y/ 
Compiled by LOU GAUTIER p 


+x Hungarian striker Gyorgy Kovacs has been denied 
permission by the Hungarian FA to join countryman 
Bognar at French club Toulon. The Hi Ministry 
of Sports opposed the move, fearing the transfer would 
weaken his club Honved in next season’s European 
Champions’ Cup. 

+x The recent European Championship final between 
the victorious Netherlands and the Soviet Union was 
the most watched televised event in Dutch history. The 
Munich match was seen by almost nine million viewers, 
out of a total population of just under 14 million. 


* Eintracht Frankfurt of West Germany have 
agreed to transfer their skillful Hungarian forward, 
Lajos Detari, to Greece’s Olympiakos for an undis- 
closed fee. Detari was once hailed as the “new 
Platini’’, but has not quite fulfilled his earlier 
promise. 

%* Chelsea Chairman Ken Bates is appealling against 
the $140,000 fine the five-man English FA Disciplin- 
ary Committee imposed on the club for the May 28 
disturbance at Stamford Bridge. More than 100 
people were arrested and 20 policemen injured. 

* FIFA has suspended two Iraqi players for two 
years for shoving and spitting at a referee during an 
Olympic qualifying tie in Kuwait. Two Iraqi officials 
were dealt with far more severely, they are out for 
life. 

% England’s 1966 World Cup hero, Alan Ball, has 
been demoted by Portsmouth. Ball has been strip- 
ped of his managerial title. As of now he is “only” 
the “first team coach”. Ball is unfazed. He claims 
the job is the same and that only the name was 
changed. 3 
* The US national team, three days after returning 
home from a brief European tour, played a full 
international against Poland in New Britain, Connec- 
ticut. The Poles, without their foreign-based in- 
ternationals, won 2-0. 

* Portugal’s First Division Belenenses have a new 
coach — Englishman John Mortimore whose last 
assignment was with Seville-based Betis of Spain. 
Mortimore’s new contract runs two years. The Por- 
tuguese were in such a hurry to sign him that the 
contract was hastily inked in at Heathrow Airport! 

2 * The man obviously cannot make up his mind . . . 
A mere six days after announcing he was quitting 
Dundee United, Jim McLean has reconsidered and 
will continue as manager. McLean, however, is ada- 
mant he will fight againt the sanctions imposed on 
him by the Scottish FA. 

* Turkish striker Tanju Colak won the 1987/88 
European Golden Boot contest with 39 league goals 
for Galatasaray. The award rewards the player who 
scores the most goals in Europe’s 34 First Division 
competitions. 

% Work on Brussels’ new stadium is due to start 
next month. The state-of-the-art 80,000-capacity 
arena will replace the 50-year-old Heysel Stadium, 
site of the 1985 European Champions’ Cup tragedy. 

* Igor Belanov’s transfer to Italy has fallen through. 
The Soviet FA vetoed the classy forward’s move to 
Atalanta Bergamo. Apparently, “perestroika” only 
goes so far... 
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It is logical to assume that the lesser lights will vote 
for the network willing to telecast their games. 

Most Soccer writers in England are much less 
confident that the top clubs will accept the verdict of 
the majority when a “go it alone” policy would net 
them a cool $70 million, to be split only ten-ways. 

The ITV deal guarantees everyone of them a mini- 
mum of $1.7 million a year! 

On the agenda will be a resolution that any club 
wishing to leave the League must give three years’ 
notice or face financial penalties. 

This will be debated before the matter of which 
television deal the League should accept, thus fore- 
stalling the possibility of the big 10 breaking away 
should the BSB offer be accepted. 

Margaret Thatcher is reported to be “seething”, 
but there is nothing much she can do as the rebel 
clubs, should they breakway, would only be follow- 
ing her well-publicised policy of encouraging “free 
enterprise”. 

There is no doubt this is the biggest crisis in the 
checkered history of English domestic Soccer. 

No matier what happens, English Soccer will 
emerge from the off-season much more shaken, but 
not necessarily wiser. 

Watch for further developments. 
— LOU GAUTIER 


IT’S A FACT! — Part Three 


Compiled by Jeff Petersen 


vs that In 1955 Arsenal defender Dennis Evans 
scored a very unwelcome goal. Well into injury 
time in a game against Blackpool, a Highbury spec- 
tator blew a long blast on a whistle — and Evans, 
thinking It was all over, theatrically side-footed the 
ball into his own net while ‘keeper Jack Kelsey 
light-heartedly applauded. With a face as red as his 
shirt, Evans then watched the referee promptly 
point to the centre circle — as the game still had a 
few seconds to go! Fortunately for them, though, 
Arsenal were already safely 4-0 up before Black- 
pool got their ‘free gift’. 

+s that Burton Wanderers had two highly impressive 
results in their first Football League season in 1894, 
beating Newcastle United 9-0 and Manchester City 8- 
ol 

++ that Hartlepool United conceded more than 100 
League goals in four consecutive seasons — 1959/ 
60 (109); 1960/61 (103); 1961/62 (101); and 1962/63 
(104)! 

#% that Plymouth Argyle’s ground, Home Park, suffered 
the worst bomb damage of all the Football League 
venues during the Second World War. 

«+ that within the space of three months back in 
1967, top international goalkeepers Pat Jennings 
(for Spurs v Manchester United) and Peter Shilton 
(for Leicester v Southampton) both scored goals 
direct from long clearances from their own goal- 


# that Bromley won the F.A. Amateur Cup by beating 
Romford 1-0 at Wembley. They also won the Kent 
Amateur Cup with the highest score recorded in the 
Final — 9-1. Bromley then completed a magnificent 
season by capturing the Athenian League Champion- 
ship. Centre forward, George Brown, scored 100 goals 
during their 1948/49 season. These included a 7, a 6, 
two 5s, three 48, and five hat-tricks! 


OLYMPIC GAMES 
FOOTBALL 


Full draw for South Korea 

GROUP A: China v West Germany (at Pusan, 
Sept 17), Sweden v Tunisia (Taegu, Sept 17), Tunisia v 
West Germany (Pusan, Sept 19), Sweden vy China 
(Taegu, Sept 19), Tunisia v China (Pusan, Sept 21), 
Sweden v West Germany (Taegu, Sept 21). 

GROUP B: Zambia v Iraq (Taejon, Sept 17), Italy v 
Mexico (Kwangju, Sept 17), Iraq v Mexico (Taejon, 
Sept 19), Zambia v Italy (Kwangju, Sept 19), Zambia v 
ned (Kwangju, Sept 21), Iraq v Italy (Seoul, Sept 

GROUP C: South Korea v Soviet Union (Pusan, 
Sept 18), United States v Argentina (Taegu, Sept 18), 
South Korea v United States (Pusan, Sept 20), Soviet 
Union v Argentina (Taegu, Sept 20), Soviet Union v 
Argentina (Taegu, Sept 20), South Korea vy Argentina 
(Pusan, Sept 22), Soviet Union v United States 
(Taegu, Sept 22). 

GROUP D: Brazil vy Nigeria (Taejon, Sept 18). 
AUSTRALIA vy YUGOSLAVIA (KWANGJU, SEPT 
18), Yugoslavia v Nigeria (Taejon, Sept 20), AUSTRA- 
LIA v BRAZIL (SEOUL, Sept 20), Yugoslavia v 
Brazil (Taejon, Sept 22), AUSTRALIA v NIGERIA 
(SEOUL, Sept 22). 
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SOCCER’S GREATEST UPSET 


BY LOU GAUTIER 

AUSTRALIA’s spiendid win against Argentina 
has been hailed by some as the “greatest up- 
set’ in Soccer since the United States beat 


England in 1950. 

No way! There have 
been far greater so-called 
“upsets” since the Amer- 
icans’ astonishing World 
Cup victory in Brazil. 

Without going into 
lengthy details, let me 
just mention two far more 
resounding boilovers: 
North Korea’s 1-0 1966 
win against Italy and 
Algeria’s 2-1 triumph 
over West Germany in 
1982. 

It is demeaning to Aus- 
tralian Soccer to place it 
on the same level as 
America in 1950 or North 
Korea in 1966. 

Both were totally “un- 
known”’ in world soccer, 
which is hardly the case 
with Australia. 

The Australian natio- 
nal team can lay some 
reasonable claim to re- 
spectable lower middle- 
class international status. 

The United States and 
North Korea in their re- 
spective eras were most 
definitely third-class. 

No-one argues,though, 
that America’s win 
against England 38 years 
ago remains the greatest 
upset of all time. 

Read on for what hap- 
pened on June 27, 1950. 

For most of the sum- 
mer of 1950, the town of 
Belo Horizonte in Brazil 
was alive with quiet ex- 
pectation. 

The World Cup is a 
momentous occasion in 
Soccer. A win gives the 
country and its players a 
God-like image; a defeat 
sends a nation and its 
people into deep despair. 
The United States has 
rarely felt the thrill of 
victory in World Cup 
Soccer. 

For months, elimina- 
tions had been held all 


over the world to select \ 


the top teams to represent 
their countries in the 1950 
series — the first held 
since 1938. 

As expected, power 
houses England, Uru- 
guay, Brazil and Spain 
were seeded as the teams 
to beat. 

The Americans fielded 
a team of total unknowns, 
including a few newly- 
arrived immigrants from 
the British Isles and the 
Caribbean. 

England was co-favo- 
rite to win the Cup with 
Brazil, who had spent the 
then considerable amount 
of $200,000 to prepare 
their team. 

The English, as insular- 
as ever,were making their 
first World Cup appear- 
ance. 

They had always 
thumbed their noses at 
playing on foreign soil, 
feeling that Soccer was 
their game. 

But World War II had 
left British teams de- 
pleted. 

Competition was hard 
to find, and a Soccer-hun- 
gry public wanted to see 
England beat the best. 

That meant travelling 
to Brazil for the World 
Cup,*so England swal- 
lowed its pride and pre- 
pared to invade Brazil. 


England didn't come 
empty-handed. Some of 
the world’s greatest de- 
fenders ,dribblers and 
shooters were in the 
team. 

Billy Wright, Stanley 
Mortensen, Tom Finney 
and goalkeeper Bert Wil- 
liams all had star quality 
and were well known 
throughout the Soccer 
world. 

The United States, on 
the other hand, weren’t 
given much of a chance to 
get past the first round, 
and it looked like the ex- 
perts were right when the 
Americans were beaten 3- 
1 by Spain and thrashed 
by Chile 5-2. 

Sandwiched in between 
the matches with Spain 
and Chile was a game 
against the mighty 
England. 

The Americans thought 
so little of their chances 
that most of the players 
had partied the night be- 
fore the game in one of 
Belo Horizonte’s 
sleaziest nightclubs. 

The only question was 
how many goals England 
would score against a 
hopeless motley crew be- 
fore a sparse crowd at 
Marcano Stadium. 

England began con- 
fidently and fierce shots 
sent the ball thumping 
against the goalpost and 
bar, 

As the first half ended, 
England had enjoyed six 
cornerkicks to America’s 
two, and in the second 
half England took 15 
shots at goal to the US’ 
five, but the American 
defence was superb. 

The English players be- 
came increasingly frus- 
trated, started taking de- 
speration shots and, more 

.__ ominously, began 
y to give 


Cup, Group 1. 


The only goal came in 
the 23rd minute when 
defender Ruben Espino- 
za, with a powerful drive 
from 25 metres, beat 
Colo Colo goalkeeper 
Moron. 

In the same group, in 
San Cristobal, Vene- 
zuela, Maritimo and Un- 
ion Deportiva Tachira 
drew 0-0. 

In Group IV, Oriente 
Petrolero, of Bolivia, de- 
feated Olimpia of Para- 
guay 1-0 and is the lead- 
er of the group. 

The only goal came 
from a penalty by 
Oriente’s Brazilian mid- 
fielder Celio Alves. 

With this result, Pet- 
rolero has 4 points from 
two games. 

The Paraguayan 
national team played in 
Asuncion its first game 
as build-up preparation 
for the 1990 World Cup. 

The locals defeated 


Chilean champion Universidad Catolica 
defeated Colo Colo 1-0 in the Libertadores 


the ball away to their 
opponents. 

The Americans sensed 
they had a chance. They 
started connecting with 
long passes, and in the 
37th minute, the miracle 
occurred, 

Right-half Eddie Mcll- 
venny, a reject from the 
English Third Division, 
sent a long pass to centre- 
forward John Sousa. 

The lithe Portuguese- 
American lofted a high 
shot toward Bert Wil- 
liams. 

The English goalkeeper 
had it well covered, but 
Larry Gaetjens, a Haitian 
Migrant, got the back of 
his head,to the ball first. 

To Williams’, and Eng- 
fand’s horror, the ball] 
slipped into the net, 
Against the run of the 
play, England were down 
1-0! 

No matter how hard 
they tried, England were 
never able to catch up. 
Five minutes before full- 
time, England had a good 
chance to at least salvage 
a draw with an 18-metre 
freekick by Alf Ramsey. 

The crowd hushed, 
anticipating a goal for En- 
gland, but Ramsey’s 
powerful kick (a la Char- 
lie Yankos against Argen- 
tina, but from much clos- 
er range) was knocked 
away from the goalmouth 
by the scrappy Amer- 
icans. 

The English players 
claimed the ball had cros- 
sed the line. . 

The referee disagreed 
and when he blew the fi- 
nal whistle the score was 
still 1-0 for the USA. 

The Brazilian specta- 
tors exploded, invaded 
the field and hoisted the 
Americans on their shoul- 
ders. 

Newsmen rushed to 
their desks and phones to 
tell the story to the world 
and soon the telexes 
flashed the scoreline to an 
incredulous public. 


Boca Juniors from 
Argentina 1-0, with Ale- 
jandro Cano, in the 27th 
minute, converting the 
winning goal. : 

Paraguay was without 
Olimpia and Cerro Por- 
teno players because 
both teams are involved 
in the Libertadores Cup, 
while Boca Juniors 
fielded a very young and 
inexperienced squad. 

In the Uruguayan 
National League, Danu- 
bio continued its undefe- 
ated run by beating Bella 
Vista 3-0. 

Other results: Nacio- 
nal 4 Cerro 1; Huracan 1 
Miramar 0; Central 
Espanol 0 River Plate 0. 

In Chile, Universidad 
Catolica defeated Pales- 
tino 3-2. Other results: 
Huachipato 0 Concep- 
cion 0; U. de Chile 3 
Iquique 2; Valdivia 3 
Cobresal 0; La Serena 2 
Union Espanola 0; Ever- 
ton 2 Naval 0. 
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e 1ST PRIZE FOR ALL THE WINNING TEAMS 
e FREE WEEKEND HOLIDAY IN AUSTRALIA’S 
e BEST SNOW RESORT, “ARLBERG’”’ IN 

@ MOUNT HOTHAM, WORTH OVER $20,000 


THOMASTOWN 
Se INDOOR 


460 2427 


B.H. 602 4838 NICO SOCCER 
B.H. 465 7209 CENTR E 


“TEAMS WANTED” 


The very best in Indoor Soccer is available at Victoria’s FIRST and we will continue to 
give you the finest! Thomastown Indoor Soccer is privileged to have introduced Indoor 
Soccer to the north where other centres have followed. We are the first and the best. 
This exciting team sport will appeal to all levels men, women mixed and junior levels 
appeal to all levels — men, women, mixed and junior levels. 
% IT IS A FIVE-A-SIDE COMPETITION 
* LIMITED BODY CONTACT 
%* FULLY NETTED FOR SAFE CONTINUOUS PLAY 
%* A VAST PLAYING AREA OF OVER 4500 SQUARE-FEET 
%* “ULTRA GRASS” FOR FAST NON-SLIPPERY ACTION GAMES 
% GRADING MATCHES ARE NOW BEING PLAYED AND THE NEW SEASON IS 
STARTING SOON 
%* TROPHIES WORTH OVER $20,000 ARE TO BE WON ANNUALLY 
¥%& GYMNASIUM AND TRAINING FACILITIES BEING OFFERED IN 
THE NEAR FUTURE 
%& NEW SHOWER NOW AVAILABLE FOR ALL TEAMS 
%& OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
%& NEW REFEREES WANTED 


GET A TEAM TOGETHER 


AND JOIN IN THE FUN 


For all teams who joined up for the next new competition, no game fee will be charged for the first game upon 
presentation of this advertisement. The court can also be booked by teams, schools or companies on 
weekdays and weekends for social games and practice matches. 


FOR more information and details and please come in personally or ring 


NICO 602 4838 BILL 465 7209 CENTRE 460 2427 
: 460 2427 5pm-12am 


THOMASTOWN INDOOR SOCCER 


4 CHAFFEY STREET THOMASTOWN 


INTERCENTRE COMPETITION 


WORLD SERIES CUP 


MAM LXAN 
SLUV.LS NOSVAS MAN 


